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our erotomaniac-in-residence addresses readers’ kinkiest concerns. 


EARTH BUSH: “GOOD RIDDANCE!” 
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Public health fast becoming 


for so-called progressives what 
terrorism for conservatives. 


The nanny state 


Why latest tobacco ban blow liberty 


ASSAULTS LIBERTY 
PROMOTED RIGHT-WING 
AUTHORITARIANS, SUCH 


President George W. Bush and Vice-President 
Dick Cheney, may be difficult to combat, but 
they are easy to recognize. When news of this 
bully-boy administration's warrantless wiretap- 
ping was revealed by the New YorkTimes, the pub- 
lic outcry was intense. It is hard to keep secrets 
in an open, democratic society. 

Curbing progressive-minded authoritarians 
operating on the local level is much more dif- 
ficult. It’s hard to demonize the well-meaning 
busybodies next door. They voted for Barack 
Obama, may shop at Whole Foods or the co-op, 
and are probably as green as their budgets allow. 
Their fetish for jackboots, however, is their own 
guilty pleasure. 

The progressive authoritarians were active in 
Los Angeles this summer, enacting a one-year 
moratorium on construction of fast-food restau- 
rants in that city’s poor neighborhoods, where 
obesity is disproportionately more of a problem 
than in prosperous precincts. 

It is a clever idea: slim down the poor folks 
by applying the principals of apartheid. No 
fast food for them — black- and brown-skinned 
residents, many of whom speak Spanish — but 
plenty for white people. Caucasians, apparent 
can be relied upon to make “smarter” dietary 
choices. The well-meaning members of the LA 
City Council who unanimously passed this mea- 
sure would be aghast at this characterization. 
But that’s the practical result. Restrict freedom 
of choice among the poor in the hopes that they 
might get healthier. 

Just as harebrained, but less likely to go any- 
where, is the proposal by New York Governor 
David Patterson to tax soft drinks with sugar at 
a higher rate than sugar-free beverages. Sugar 
bad; chemical additives good. Brilliant! Too bad 
for Paterson that so many above the poverty line 
enjoy their sugar habit. 

Public health is fast becoming for so-called 
progressives what terrorism is for conserva- 


to proto-fascist speech codes governing what 
can and cannot be said. (Do they read George 
Orwell?) Older graduate students, faculty, and 
staff are subject to those too. In the womb of 
the campus, all are kiddies today, subject to 
regulation by Big Nanny. 

Nannies have had little impact on curbing 
underage drinking, so we suspect they’ll be just 
as unsuccessful in discouraging undergraduate 
smoking. Maybe the Public Health Commission 
should turn its attention to sexual intercourse. 
It could team up with administrators and re- 
quire students to fill out forms before, well, 
fucking. This way college authorities could 
make sure the deed — or deeds — are consen- 
sual. And the Public Health Commission could 
promote safe sex by mandating the absolute 
use of condoms and dental dams. Breakage and 
slippage might pose problems. But trust in the 
nannies; they are an imaginative lot. 

Now that tobacco has been banished from 
health-care chain stores and the few remaining 
neighborhood apothecaries, why not borrow 
a page from Governor Patterson’s master plan 
and go after candy? Don't laugh. Mayor Thomas 
Menino tried to curb T-shirt sales in the hopes of 


tives: a reason to restrict libertyinthenameof stemming violence by gunfire — an unassailable 


some greater good. Put a Classic Coke in Ron- 
ald McDonald's hand and he’s the new Osama 
bin Laden. 

With its just-adopted ban on the sale of to- 
bacco on college campuses and in pharmacies, 
Boston has become a poster child for the Nanny 
States of America. City Hall knows best. And if 
you disagree, hang a sign around your neck that 
reads BAD PERSON, then go stand in the corner. 
Better yet, revive the stocks and pillories our 
puritan forefathers once used to publicly shame 
wrongdoers. Wonder if Paula Johnson, MD, 

hD, and the chair of Boston's Public Health 
Commission, has her own secret agenda? Moth- 
er Johnson, along with the rest of the commis- 
sion, has just enacted some of the nation’s most 
restrictive tobacco ordinances. 
course, 


ildren. They are subject 


have long 


College studen 


been treated | hy 


goal. (Eradicating gun violence, that is, not T- 
shirts.) Is a link between tooth decay and socially 
destructive behavior far away? Society already 
knows that unemployment, low educational 
horizons, and broken homes contribute to urban 
problems. Maybe logo-free T-shirts and good 
teeth are the answer. 

Mother Johnson's campaign to stamp out 
smoking is admirable in its blindness to class 
division. Under the guise of providing greater 
protection of workers from exposure to the evils 
of secondhand smoke, the great outdoors has 
become the new battleground on the war on 
smoking. Owners who since Boston's indoor- 

oking ban was levied in 2003 — just after 
many establishments installed expensive venti 
lation systems to mitigate the effects of second- 
hand smoke, and were imaginative enough to 


create outdoor zones for patrons 


- once again 


see their investment go up in 
smoke. Adam Smith is no match 
for the nannies. Smoking is now 
banned from bar and restaurant 
loading docks, too. It is not an 
anti-teamster move. Rather, it is 
aimed at all of those morally de- 
praved people who take a break 
from their wine, beer, and cock- 
tails to go out the back door for 
asmoke. The loading-dock ban 
is aimed at blue-collar establish- 
ments without upscale patios. 

Our nannies also seem to 
have forgotten that Massachu- 
setts residents just voted, in 
effect, to decriminalize small 
amounts of marijuana. Yet the 
Public Health Commission suc- 
ceeded in banning the sale of 
blunt tips, hollowed-out cigars that can be filled 
with pot. This move, too, is aimed at curbing 
urban violence. Shooters smoke weed. (And they 
probably drink Coke or Pepsi.) Good intentions 
aside, this initiative is as doomed as its ill- 
conceived cousin, the T-shirt ban 

Nannies everywhere share in the larger societal 
hypocrisy that envelopes tobacco. Governments 
throughout the nation keep raising taxes on tobac 
co products, pursuing the conflicting aims of put- 
ting a stop to smoking while disproportionately 
taxing an ever-shrinking population. 

In Massachusetts, tobacco taxes account 
for two percent state revenues. That figure 
expected to go higher with the new taxes the 
legislature passed this year. If City Hall nannies 
are so concerned with smoking, why don’t they 
decline two percent of the state aid they receive? 
Surely they aspire to be holier than all. 

Thanks to a groundswell of opposition by 
patrons of the 11 cigar bars and establishments 
that offer hookahs, the nannies have allowed a 
10-year exemption before seeking to snuff them 
out. Who says the nannies are heartless? 

Our nannies and the right-wing radieals who 
soon will be evicted from the White House share 
this in common: they believe in the govern- 
ment’s power to coerce, to bully. 

Individual rights and the freedom to choose 
are subordinate to their vision of what is best. 
Nannies and Bush Republicans may disagree 
about ends, by they enjoy the same mindset and 
employ the same means. The good news is that 
the Bushies will soon be gone. The bad news: 
the nannies rernain. © 


ARE THE ANTI-SMOKING 
RULES TOO HARSH? 


Send an e-mail to letters 
phx.com or text BOSPHX 
then a space, then your 
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the beholder 


just finished reading your 
Team” (News and Features, December 
5). was really powerful 

and great source information 

about Massachusetts’s policies for 
“vandalism.” love has been 
part urban experience since 1988, 
when was born Boston. 

Graffiti human expression. 
Seeing graffiti doesn’t require $15 
membership. Understanding graffiti 
doesn’t require some snot-nosed 
curator some museum gallery. 
free from all the bullshit 
constructs “Art” the art that 
“NABB devotee Anne Swanson” has 
been indoctrinated with order 
receive her fine-art degree. 


Starry Night was some- 
how recreated the CITGO 
sign, would anyone com- 
plain? what about Picas- 
Guernica sprayed some 
random Rail wall? 

While reading your ar- 
ticle, was saddened hear 
about the lock-ups writ- 
ers and how doggedly they 
were pursued the police. 
understand their motives, 
and also why graffiti 
considered vandalism. 
Private property is, after all, 
the law the land here and 
the police have it. 

My concern, however, 
why some people can’t 
see the beauty graffiti. 
I’m looking this picture 
captioned “Graffiti’s Most 
Wanted,” which shows 
CAYPE’s work, among a few 
others, and it is intricately 
beautiful! I’m sure shifts 
perspective would make 
beauty really was the eye 
of the beholder, would writ- 
ers vilified praised? 
Would free-thinking indi- 
viduals viewed luna- 
tics geniuses? 


KAIA NIAMBI FINN 


FULL DISCLOSURE 
AND CLOSURE 

This past week’s “Don’t 
Quote Me” column (“Power 
Hitter,” December 12) should 
have had ADVERTISEMENT 

as a header. I read through 


ite 
— may be mailed to the Bost P 
j 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston MA 02 
letters@phx.com or to staff writers 
addresses (e-mailed letters must inc — 4 
a telephone number for verification an 
j hometown). All letters are subject . _ 
editing for considerations of space, fairr : 


and clarity. 


on Phoenix, 
215 


TEXT THE WEEK 

Recently we asked our readers to text us the best show 
they've seen lately. Here's what one person had to say: 
cashed fools bluesidelic funkacyde at great scott this 


wednesday. far the most original music being birthed 
out of boston right now. Get on them. 


way saying “thank all our loyal 
customers are giving ATV away absolutely 
free! Come the dealership fill out entry 
form, purchase required. 


before getting the dis- 
claimer where you disclose 
that, hey, guess what — the 
company that owns owns 
weei.com. From top bot- 
tom, this shoddy piece 
journalism was fanfare for 
offering dissenting 
opinion only the last col- 
umn, and then only the 
last three paragraphs. You 
should ashamed your 
media coverage. The “Don’t 
Quote Me” section, I’m 
sure you know, supposed 
section where you 
call out shitty journalists. 
Hopefully next week 
feature yourselves. 

MATT WASIELEWSKI 


BOSTON 
2007 Honda TRX250TE7 Recon 
Wasielewski has his facts 
wrong: the Phoenix and 
weei.com don’t have the 
same owner. As I noted in 
my disclaimer, g8wave (a 
mobile-marketing com- 
pany owned the Phoenix 
Media/Communications 
Croup, which also owns 
the Phoenix) has a business 
relationship with weei.com 
(which is owned by Enter- 
com). wanted boost 
this relationship with some 
free PR, though, I wouldn’t 
have described weei.com’s 
presentation “incoher- 
ent,” included quote 
panning Clenn Ordway, 
host of WEEI-AM’s ratings 
driver The Big Show, as a 
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that entire piece of bullshit “blowhard.” | 


This Just 


This Far Faith 


Dorchester Peace Institute 
for its .and wins 


Thee gh the timing was 
erely coincidental, 
seemed extra harsh for a vernor 

Deval Patrick to slash funding 
or the Louis D. Brown Peace 
ite right before Survivors 
nicide Victims Aware- 
ness Month, which runs from 
November 20 to December 20, 


his son in 1993. Jones has counseled baum Real Estate and other local businesses — 
other survivors at the institute since it brought in an additional $6000, and a concert 
was founded one year later by Clemen- featuring local music acts, food, and dancing 
tina Chery, whose own son, LouisD. at the First Parish Church scheduled for this 
Brown, was murdered 15 years ago this Saturday is further expected to save the day. 
Saturday. “When people decide they “We didn’t find out that we lost the mon- 
don’t need us around here anymore, ey right away,” says Jones. “Someone gave us 
then they'll let us know, butfornow a call and asked how things were, and when 


that doesn’t seer to be the case.” [Chery] said ‘Fine,’ they broke it to us what 
recognition of how difficult ap- Since the institute lost about happened. Still, even though we're not a 
proaching holidays are for those $75,000 (of its $257,000 annual church, we are grounded in spirituality, and 


ith slain friends and family 
members. But even ee gh the 
Fields Corner nonprofit has been 
forced to confront its fiscal fate, 


budget) in the Commonwealth's $1 _we believe that if you walk by faith and not 
billion emergency cut this past Oc- _ by sight, then you're not believing the hype. 
tober, peace advocates have wrestled Basically, from the moment the news came, 


up more than $90,000 in charity. we weren't going to allow this to happen 
there’s no doubt that public re Jones says that while volunteers and We were going to step up and do whatever 
sponse to the institute's money organizers are working hard, the we needed to do to stay open.” 
crunch has brought awareness generosity is mostly an acknowledg- Chris Faraone 


ion at last. 

azing that even in 
and even 
my being in 


ment of how many families — from 

Dorchester to Framingham to Brock- The fundraising 15-year-anniversary commemora- 
ton — Chery and her colleagues have _ tion of Louis D. Brown's death will rake place on 
graciously consoled. Some philan- Saturday, December 20, at 5 pm, at the First Parish 
thropy came from peace foundations, Church, 10 Parish Street, in Dorchester. Suggested 
while one anonymous donor gave donation is $20. Call 617.825.1917 or e-mail info@ 
$10,000 and another unnamed savior louisdbrownpeaceinstitute.org. You can also mail 


re ize that it was worth keep gave twice that much. A December donations directly to the Louis D. Brown Peace 
n ind,’ Director of 2 fundraiser at the Blarney Stonein Institute, 1452 Dorchester Avenue, 2nd floor, 
ms Milton Jones, who lost Dorchester — thrown by H. Leven Dorchester, MA 02122. 
Spare-Parts Department 
Reality Che 
=x The family of a two-and-a-half-year-old Gloucester boy a long wait n you need an organ,” says Fran Aliberte, 
“a h capinnenastn’ iled in the State Senate by North Jackson's grandfather. “There aren't enough to go around. We 
| se —. Shore state senator Bruce Tarr on Monday, December 15, came up with the idea to look at the Massachusetts organ-do- 
\ rt CG . will prompt increased participation in organ donation, nation laws, and it turns out that they hadn’t been revisited 
in along t time you're presented with an op- 
donate when you get your driver’s 
| license or renew it, so we're op- 
J «<7 ng that portunities for people to sign up to be donors.” 
\ 


tor Tarr, Massachusetts’s organ 


donor rates — currently around 39 percent of 
N Las rat iM husetts drivers — are much lower 
a JE Mi setts is at the top in ed om,” 
y “we have the best hospitals. In 
ee rT f tt s that matter in life — research, 
i e ion — Massachusetts is it. And 
we're at the lower end of the middle when it 
tion. It just doesn’t make sense.” 
Sara Faith Alterman 
My plans for the future are to uncross my legs and grab walls sé t f Motor Vehicles For more information on how to register yourself or your child as an 
a couple of those potato chips “One of the tt 


i as a family was that it’s organ donor, visit the New England Organ Bank Web site at neob.org 
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Real Time Savers 


Breaking news: scientists have 


as “watch tan.” The cure, cf course, 


eradicated the social malady known 225 


Whither wristwatches? 


~ Each watch is then tagged, 
. inscribed with a short donor- 
supplied epitaph, photo- 


was the advent of the cell phone. TH nts Ag graphed, and uploaded to the 
With more and more people flip- chan Web page. “A kind heart,” 
ping open their Razrs and such to faa A reads one. “Used for timed 
check the time, rather than con- FPUPILED writing exercises,” reads another. 


straps, it’s only a matter of time 
before the wristwatch becomes a 
vintage affectation rather than 
a critical accessory. 
Enter Keith Moskow and 
Robert Linn, principals of 
the Boston architectural firm 
Moskow Linn, whose projects 
include the recently dedicated 9/11 
memorial at Logan International 
Airport. The two have launched the 
Thousand Watch Project in hope 
of creating a monument that will 
prove — wait for it — timeless. 
When Moskow graduated from 

college in 1983, his parents gave him a 
nice watch, which shortly took a fatal 
bath in the washing machine. But 

| he held onto it, and to other broken 

! watches, through two and a half decades and 

| half a dozen moves. Looking over the amassed 
collection, he wondered: why? Then he noticed 
none of his younger employees even wore a 
wristwatch. The era of the wristwatch, which 

| began less than a century ago, seemed to be 

} winding its way toward obscurity. 

“With cell phones,” he says, “it’s revert- 
ing back to pocket watches, in a funny way.” 

| A few years ago, Moskow — who be- 

| 


fastened to their arms by leather f 


: | sulting a quaint mechanized bun 
dle of quartz or springs and gears 


came a loyal Swatch man after traveling to 
Switzerland in the mid 1980s — put his old 
watches in a cigar box and brought them 
into the office. Linn then brought in a bro- 

| ken watch his late father had given him. 
The collection began humbly, but when it 

| reached 30, the partners — inspired by the 
guy who traded up from a red paper clip toa 
house, and the intrigue of Institute of Con- 
temporary Art director Jill Medvedow — de- 
cided to “go viral.” This past summer, they 
built a Thousand Watch Project Web site 
(moskowlinn.com/tkwp) and posted ads on 
Craigslist pages around the world soliciting 
other people’s watches. 

“Every three or four days we geta watch 

in the mail,” says Moskow. “It’s the high- 
light of the day.” 


Dirty Dancing 


RETURN THE SLUTCRACKER 


Several dozen of the watches in the 
collection, which now numbers just 
\ shy of 400, were donated by“J.R.,” 
a retired jeweler who met Moskow 
in the parking lot of Somerville’s 
Home Depot to dump off all the 
watches he’d been unable to repair 
over the years. 

One of the more interesting 
submissions came from Austra- 
lian man who heard about the project 

on the radio and sent in a watch that 

had recently stopped running, 30 years 
after he acquired it while backpacking 
in Europe. 

“I couldn’t bear the thought of my 
watch ending up on a rubbish tip some 
where, and I thought your project would 
bring its usefulness as a timepiece to [a] 
dignified end,” wrote Shane Hughes. 
“RIP, you'll always remind me of my 

youth,” read his watch’s epitaph. 
When the collection reaches a thousand, 
Moskow and Linn plan to exhibit the watch- 
es dangling from the linings of 20 trench 
coats in the tradition of the archetypal hot- 
merchandise street vendor, before donating 
the collection to the Smithsonian. Not that 
the Smithsonian sees it coming. 

“Something tells me it’s weird enough 
that they might like it,” says Moskow. 

But this is more than just a collection. 
Moskow hopes to answer the question of why 
it is difficult for people to throw out their old 
wristwatches. One theory is that, since the 
watch rests so close to the skin, “it becomes 
a part of you.” But maybe it’s not about the 
watch. Maybe it’s about all the moments 
of one’s life those hands ticked down, and 
that’s why it’s hard to let go. 

Whatever the case, while the era of 
the wristwatch may take a licking, thanks 
to Moskow and Linn, its legacy will keep 
on ticking. 

Georgiana Cohen 


You can immortalize your own watch by mailing 
it to Moskow Linn Architects, 88 Broad Street, 
Boston, MA 02110. See moskowlinn.com/tkwp 
for details. 


NOT YOUR AVERAGE TEASE 
Slutcracker principals Pixy Dust 
(left) and Miss Gingerita (right) 
rehearse the Spanish Dance. 


When Babes in Boinkland Burlesque director Vanessa 
“Sugar Dish” White decided to produce a Nutcracker 
ballet parody called The Slutcracker, nobody, includ- 
ing the Somerville Theatre (the show’s host this past 
weekend), knew what to expect. What the audience 
got was not just bawdy farce and campy dancing, 

but a genuine old-school burlesque-style send-up 

of higher-brow culture — not to mention a richly 
informed take on the Hoffman/Tchaikovsky ballet and 
traditional choreography. 

Four shows weren't enough. Three evening perfor- 
mances sold out, and even Sunday's matinee was at 85 
percent, so the troupe is bringing their holiday sex-fest 
back for two (totally unplanned-for) additional shows 
at the Somerville Theatre, Friday and Saturday, Decem 
ber 19 and 20, at8 pm. 

Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 day of, and are avail- 


able only at the Box Office, 55 Davis Square, Somerville. 


See video of last week's performance at thePhoenix.tv, 
and read Sara Faith Alterman’s review at thePhoenix.com/ 
blogs/phliog. 
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WED. 
THE YELLOW 


DAR WILLIAMS 
JOSHUA 


COMING 1-3-09 
TICKETS EXCLUSIVELY AT 


LIVENATION.com 


YOUR CONCERTS... AND NOW YOUR TICKETS... ON LIVENATION.COM 


MCLAUGHLIN 
FICTION 
4 EVA AS OVE! ALELA DIANE 


SANTA CLAUS 


SUFFERING FROM BAILOUT 
FATIGUE, CONGRESS 
WAS MOOD FOR 
THE OLD ELF 


You 
FLEW HERE TODAY 
MAGIC SLEIGH! HOW 
DARE YOU ASK 

FOR MONEY! 


NOT FAULT! THE 

UNION BLEEDING DRY! 

| CAN'T EVEN COMPETE WITH 
THE TOOTH FAIRY! 


SANTA CLAUS ARRIVED 


WASHINGTON SEEKING 
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE. 


qT 


BEEN MAKING THE 
SAME SHIT ToYS FOR CENTURIES. 
WHY DIDN'T You MODERNIZE? 


OH, ALREADY GAVE 
HER $700 BILLION. 


Psycho Sudoku 


FAT SACK 
CRAP! 


WHAT?! HER BUSINESS 
SENSE THAN MINE! 


For this 
Sudoku,” not givin’ 
you any start 

off with! Adjoining squares 
the grid’s 3-x-3 boxes 

have greater-than sign 

(>) telling you which 

the two numbers those 
squares larger. Fill every 
with number from 
1-9 using the greater-than 
signs guide. When 
Sudoku, every row, column, 
and 3-x-3 box will contain 
the numbers 1-9 only once. 
(Solving hint: look for the 
and each box first, then 
the and 8s, and 
It’s psychotic! 


JAMIE SPEAR 


SPEEDOS, SLUTS, 


AND SCROOGES: 
VERY PHOENIX CHRISTMAS 


there were any question, Boston’s 
list this year. Nothing 
says “Merry Christmas” like dancing 
pink dildo thePhoenix.tv and 
watch Babes Boinkland’s The Slutcracker 
burlesque transform the season’s sweetest 
ballet into dirty girl’s wet dream. We’ve 
also got photos and video documenting 
thePhoenix.com’s own Sara Faith 
Alterman getting goosebumps the 
annual Santa Speedo Run Boylston 
Street. And check back later this week 
bring you video Boston’s only Santa- 
clad Iggy the Stooges cover band, the 
Scrooges, live Great Scott. 


THE TING-TINGS 

CHURCH 

Exclusive video from 

way-sold-out 

show, including clips 

featuring “That’s 

Not Name” and 


BON IVER 
SLIDE SHOW 
Snapshots from 
Justin Vernon’s 
gig last weekend 
the Wilbur. 


PLUS GOODBYE, BUSH: 
EIGHT YEARS 


the world and Mother Earth count off with glee the 
final days Dubya, we've compiled the best our op-ed 
musings the worst president history. Browse the 
list thePhoenix.com/busheditorials. 


Blogs 


OUTSIDE THE FRAME ©) An interview with The Wrestler 
director Darren Aronofsky 

ON THE DOWNLOAD © Big Bear guitarist Joel Roston 
offers his advice in a new column, titled “Dear Joel.” 
SOX © Mike Miliard keeps tabs on the off-seasen 
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BLOUNT’S BLUNTS 

Let’s just say it’s beena 
while since seen 
pound-worthy entry the 
annals pot busts, 
did this week. But first, 
little history. The “super- 
naturally large quantity 
staple the sports-crime 
scene, but it’s frankly been 
quite long time since 
had good one. The 
closest probably had 
that this year was turned 
Travis “Are You Dad- 
dy?” Henry, the father 
least nine children nine 
different women who was 
busted trafficking rap 
that involved six pounds 
weed and three keys coke. 
But the drugs question 
were not actually Henry’s 
possession when was col- 
lared, which takes little 
the comic sting out 
that charge. 

Beyond Henry, there 
have been series 
arrests small-timers 
recent years. One widely 
publicized case involved 
pseudo-star running back 
Ramonce Taylor the 
Texas Longhorns, in whose 
car cops found more than 
five pounds marijuana 
strong “Who, Me?” per- 
formance, pulled Law 
and insisted those his five 

course the all-time “super- 
naturally large quantity marijua- 
na” bust belongs former Dallas 
Cowboys lineman Nate Newton, 
who was arrested with 213 pounds 
weed his car, released 
bond, and then arrested five weeks 
later with 175 more pounds weed. 
stunning coincidence, Newton 
himself weighed in at around 388 
the time, matching the total 
poundage his two weed busts. 

There have been other legend- 
ary sports-weed busts, course. 
Another ex-Cowboy, running back 
Sherman Williams, was alleged 
have trafficked 1000 pounds the 
green to one single customer, accord- 
ing one arrest affidavit. 2001, 
former Memphis basketball standout 
William Bedford was caught traffick- 
ing pounds. Arkansas Razorbacks 
defensive tackle Jermaine Brooks sold 

pot poundage and got kicked off the 
team Houston Nutt 2002. Then 
there was Bam Morris, who, in addi- 
tion to running a car-theft ring, got 
caught with six pounds weed 
his trunk. Tamarick 
Vanover were eventually charged 
with intent distribute some 220 
pounds the stuff. 
And let’s not forget close call 

that could’ve become the mother 

all sports-weed cases police 


= 
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RUN AND GUN Ex-Los Angeles Laker Corie Blount was 
nabbed this week for possession nearly pounds 
weed, armed weapons, and almost $30,000 cash. 


Tennessee found car reportedly 
belonging Adam “Pacman” Jones 
that was impounded seizure 

more than 1600 pounds mari- 
juana (and 128 pounds cocaine). 
The 2004 Caddy had pacMan embroi- 
dered on the front seats, but cops 
could never find more legally bind- 
ing way to tie Jones to the car, and 
the drugs. 

Which brings this week. 
Former Los Angeles Laker and 
Cincinnati Bearcat Corie Blount was 
arrested Hamilton, Ohio, after 
sheriff’s deputies watched him accept 
package containing pounds 
weed from the Postal Service. 
They followed him home and seized 


LEADER BOARD TOP 


another pounds 


Blount just earned a 


cess now. 


of-weed situation. 


REALLY CRAPPY 
STORY 


Washington, Don James. 


Give points guy who killed 
three kids and still can’t stop getting 


behind the wheel drunk. © 


When not googling “it ain't easy 
smokin’ green” and “rolling Blount,” Matt 
Taibbi writes for Rolling Stone. can 


reached at m_taibbi@yahoo.com. 


awe-inspiring maelstrom of self-destructive behavior, stretching across a 
whole adult life | mathematically inexpressible number 

2) THUNDER COLLINS (EX-NEBRASKA) | murder and mayhem | 100 

3) AMBIORIX BURGOS (METS) | running people over, punching women, share in 


2008 Mets bullpen collapse | $9 


4) TONY ZENDEJAS (EX-RAMS) | drugging a woman, then raping her when she 


was unconscious | 95 


5) CEDRIC EVERSON AND ABE SATTERFIELD (EX-IOWA) | rape of an incapacitated person | 90 


6) JIM LEVRITZ (EX-YANKEES) | DUI manslaughter | 90 
7) BRADY SMITH (EX-BC) | being a drunken slob of a would-be rapist | 89 
8) BRANDAN WRIGHT (EX-BETHUNE-COOKMAN) | running dude over with an Isuzu 


for owing him $200 | 89 


9) RYDELL WOODS (EX-AKRON) | shooting at cops; getting caught with five guns 


and ski masks | 88 


10) BRANDON MARSHALL (BRONCOS) the old repeatedly-hitting-women thing 


marijuana; in addition, 
three guns (including 

an SKS assault rifle) and 
upward of $29,000 in cash 
were found. Humorously, 


degree in criminal justice; 
might get see the 
business end that pro- 


interview with his 
old college magazine ear- 
lier this year, Blount talked 
about how he escaped from 
neighborhood growing 
up where “everyone want- 
sell drugs.” this 
disappointing-role-model 
stories. Too bad give 
Corie 30 points, mostly for 
the guns, this 
sound too much like Nate 
Newton 


late entrant the race 
for most depressing sports 
tale the year: former 
University Washing- 
ton All-America football 
player and Detroit Lions 
first-round draftee Reggie 
Rogers was arrested for his 
fifth DUI last week. Why 
this particularly depress- 
ing? Because Rogers 
the poster boy for unreformed drunk 
drivers years ago was involved 
one the worst incidents ever 
touch the NFL, when ran red light 
drunk and killed three teenagers. 
When Rogers was arrested, 
was disoriented that called 
one of the troopers “Coach James,” 
reference his former coach 


1) LAWRENCE PHILLIPS (CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION) | 


ARTS, PAGE 


WITH 
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YOU EVEN CARE 
WHAT HAPPENS 
OTHER COUNTRIES? 


It's all so foreign-y. Text OHYeax 
or NoWay to 22122" to register 
your vote. We'll print the 
results in an upcoming issue 
of the Phoenix. 


“STANDARD TEXT-MESSACING RATES APPLY 


wor 


CAN BOSTON START-UP REINVENT FOREIGN REPORTING? 


LABOR PAINS 


The AP's future isn't 
just jeopardized by 
newspapers stopping 
their subscriptions. 
This week, AP report- 
ers and photographers 
announced they will 
withold their bylines to 
protest management's 
demands for contract 
concessions. 


OTHER NEWSROOM FIGURE BOASTS QUITE THE SAME MIX ROMANTIC 
APPEAL AND NOBILITY PURPOSE THE FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT. 
HUNKERING DOWN EXOTIC LOCALES, COURTING AND DEFYING 


watching history unfold, then writing 
its draft for the folks back 
What could more enticing? 
Nowadays, though, dreaming 
being foreign correspondent bit 
a Betamax.repairman. Newspapers are 
in trouble, period, but the future of 
foreign-news coverage looks especially 
dismal. In the mid ’9o0s, for example, 
the Philadelphia Inquirer had six overseas 
bureaus; now it’s got zero. The Baltimore 
Sun’s former operations Britain, 
China, London, Russia, and South Africa 
are all shuttered. And in 2007, the Boston 


Globe closed its remaining overseas opera- 


tions, bringing reporters home from 
Jerusalem, Berlin, and Bogota. These 
cuts were possible, large part, because 
of the continued existence of wire ser- 
vices like the Associated Press (AP). But 
now the same economic pressures that 
led papers to close their foreign bureaus 
are forcing many to sever their ties with 
the leaving its long-term ability 
cover the world in doubt too. 

Factor in television news’ decades- 


old drift toward “parachute coverage” 
model — in which journalists drop in to 
cover big events, then head back home — 
and seems that, with few exceptions 
(e.g., the New York Times, the Washington 

Post, CNN, and National Public Radio), 
foreign reporting looks dead end. 
And this is for the best, some contend. As 
Philadelphia Inquirer owner Brian Tierney said 
Washington Post media columnist Howard 
Kurtz 2006: “We don’t need Jerusalem 
bureau. What need are more people 
the South Jersey bureau.” 

Here in Boston, though, an ambi- 
tious push underway create new 
model for overseas reporting one 
which, addition giving Americans 
sui generis take the wider world, 
aims make such work winning 
financial proposition. 

the venture question, 
doesn’t officially launch until January 
12, 2009 (and that’s when its Web site, 
globalpost.com, will also debut), but 
there’s already good reason to take it 
seriously. Philip Balboni, GlobalPost’s 
president and CEO, has proven knack 


FOREIGN NEWSHOUNDS In January, Philip Balboni and Charles Sennott will launch GlobalPost, a new Boston-based 
_ foreign-news-only news service that will compete with the Associated Press and CNN. 


for building from the ground up: 
founded New England Cable News and 
successfully built into the regional 
(and profitable) equivalent CNN. 
addition, V-P and executive 
editor, Charles Sennott, has impeccable 
foreign-news credentials his own: 
the Globe’s Middle East and Europe 
bureaus before they were shuttered, and 
also reported from Afghanistan. What’s 
more, Amos Hostetter Jr., GlobalPost’s 
lead investor, has pretty solid track 
record: founded Continental 
Cablevision and ranked 147 on this year’s 
Forbes 400 list, with an estimated worth 
$2.8 billion. 

So far, so good. Now, GlobalPost just 
needs to show that its model actually works. 


FOREIGN NEWS, AMERICAN-STYLE 
GlobalPost’s launch isn’t the only new 
development that could bolster foreign 
reporting’s long-term prospects. Earlier 
this month, the Christian Science Monitor and 
the McClatchy Company announced that 
they’d sharing foreign news trial 
basis way for both parties ramp 
their foreign coverage without break- 
ing the bank. And few weeks ago, CNN 
responded widespread newspaper dis- 
satisfaction with AP’s pricing structure 
announcing the launch CNN Wire, its 
own lower-cost alternative. Given CNN’s 
global reach, its venture could make 
easier for more outlets to afford more con- 
tent generated abroad. 

What sets GlobalPost apart, however, 
that its sole focus foreign news 
and that, in addition to being a brand- 
new, Web-based organization, both its 
business model and editorial philosophy 
are unique. 

Take the latter point first. According 
Sennott, the executive editor, ClobalPost 
will recreate reporting sensibility that 
has (he claims) faded away as foreign cov- 
erage has become the province few 
elite media outlets. 

“What's missing for Americans who 
want know about the world voice,” 
says Sennott. “We have the New York Times, 
which very important voice, but car- 
ries the mantle of history everywhere it 
goes. got top reporters and beauti- 
ful writers, but think agree that 
the Times’ voice little bit hallowed. 

“The liberating thing about being 
Globe foreign correspondent was that 
history,” adds. “We could just 
out there and find great story tell 
our readers. That’s the spirit we want to 
create in GlobalPost. I don’t care if you 
the three-person list get 
exclusive access to the foreign minis- 
ter; want you the ground 
Pakistan, trying to get into the North- 
West Province instead.” 

Sennott’s telling, the search for 
what terms “ground truth” both 
populist (he cites Jimmy 
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legendary New York Herald Tribune column 
on JFK’s gravedigger as a model) and 
distinctly American. Here, GlobalPost’s 
editorial philosophy and business model 
Start converge because 
isn’t just promising an American story- 
telling sensibility its partners. It’s 
also offering prototypically American 
incentive its correspondents, col- 
lectively giving them addition toa 
thousand bucks a month — a 48-percent 
share the company. 

“Getting people feel invested 
the success of the venture is extremely 
important,” says Balboni. “It’s just 
human nature that, if you’re connected 
something deeper way, and par- 
ticularly you have ownership inter- 
est, you’re going care more about 
and going try harder.” 

There’s also a customer-service-y 
twist GlobalPost’s pitch, since its edi- 
tors and reporters will take requests. 

If, for example, Michigan newspaper 
wants piece how 
the South Korean auto 
industry trying 
capitalize Detroit’s 
current woes, that paper 
can tell GlobalPost what 
it’s looking for, and 
ClobalPost will get it. 

very optimis- 
tic can build this into 
something that’s great 
for papers, even their 
current difficult times, 
because it’s very modest- 
priced,” says Balboni. 
“We've got a very strong 
proposal out papers. 
And getting very 
good response.” 


STOCKING 

Thus far, GlobalPost’s 
highest-profile part- 
nership with the 
Huffington Post, the 
left-leaning online “pa- 
per” that was pegged 
recent New Yorker piece 
new-media prototype. Lest this 
suggest ideological slant for 
Post itself, Balboni and Sennott point 
out that also struck deal with 
billoreilly.com. newspaper partner- 
ships have been announced yet. But 
Balboni says that the first with one 
the nation’s biggies, hints 
about become public. 

Internally, meanwhile, ClobalPost 
is just about done hiring, and has, in 
addition employees situated 
Pilot House, whopping 
rule, these aren’t journalistic newbies 
looking for an adventure. Instead, 
they’re veteran foreign reporters 
many whom Sennott knew from his 
days the field who are already “in 
country” and are treating ClobalPost, 
Sennott’s words, piece their 
portfolio, not their whole portfolio.” 

Some the bigger names: Edward 
Gargan, the former Times reporter 
and author Fate and The 
Tale: Year the Mekong, based 
China; Matt McAllester, the former 
Newsday foreign correspondent and 
author Blinded the Sunlight: Surviving 
Abu Ghraib and Iraq (detailing 
his own detention the infamous 
prison), who’s covering the UK; Josh 
Hammer, who ran five foreign bureaus 
for Newsweek and reporting from 
Germany; and Seth Kugel, the former 
Times travel columnist, who's based 
Brazil. also has several 
thematically focused correspondents 


‘IT’LL 
FUN 

SOMETHING 
THAT 
LABORING 
UNDER 
THE CLOUD 
LAYOFFS 
AND CUT- 


including Stephan Faris, author 
Forecast: The Consequences of Climate Change, 
from the Amazon to the Arctic, from Darfur to 
Napa Valley, who’s covering (natch) global 
climate change, and Mark Starr, former 
Newsweek Boston bureau chief, who’s 
writing global-sports column. 

In an e-mail to the Phoenix, McAllester — 
who’s known Sennott for years explained 
his decision sign on. lot extremely 
good and experienced staff foreign cor- 
Tespondents American news organiza- 
tions are being cut off their prime these 
days, which means that there are a lot of 
informed, credible voices out there being 
brand new, something that isn’t laboring 
under the cloud layoffs and cutbacks.” 


MONEY MATTERS 

With a staff like this, ClobalPost has 

much credibility news organiza- 
tion that still hasn’t officially launched 
could hope for. But the 
current media moment 
demonstrates all too 
clearly, credibility 
guarantee economic 
viability. 

What’s more, 
isn’t solely 
trying drum busi- 
ness among newspapers 
time when newspa- 
pers have precious little 
money spare. (If they 
have any, that is; the 
Globe reportedly los- 
ing close million 
week.) It’s also counting 
post.com readers who 
hopes will willing 
pay extra — $199 annual- 
ly, specific for the 
right access certain 
array content that’s 
not available the gen- 
eral, non-paying public. 

This, Balboni admits, 
runs entirely counter 
current journalistic wisdom, which 
dictates that you simply can’t charge 
for Web-based content. (Relatively 
recent case point: the Times eliminat- 
ing Times Select.) Still, he’s certain 
GlobalPost can pull off, catering 
businesspeople, NGO employees, and 
anyone else dependent good informa- 
tion about overseas developments. 
make a bold prediction,” he says. “More 
and more media organizations will have 
find way generate subscription 
revenue the Web. Because advertising 

After first conversation with 
Balboni and Sennott, prospects for eco- 
nomic recovery grew even dimmer. So I 
recently asked them: had they scaled back 
staffing? And were they all concerned 
about getting people pay for new con- 
tent including new online content 
time when people were turning their 
pockets inside out, literally figuratively? 

Try might, though, couldn’t get 
either one sound pessimistic note. 
business model, Balboni 
replied, was conservative one; one 
the revenue streams fell short, hopefully 
another would make for it. 

Sennott, for his part, mostly just 
seemed excited about the news potential 
the ongoing financial storm. “That,” 
he said with relish, “is a GlobalPost 
story.” soon see he’s right. 


To read the “Don't Quote Me” blog, go to 
thePhoenix.com/medialog. Adam Reilly can 
be reached at areilly@phx.com. 
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Dirty democracy 


SEXUAL POLITICS HAVE NEVER BEEN MORE CONFUSING PERHAPS 
BECAUSE MUCH SEX POLITICS. ‘SEXPERT’ SORTS OUT. 


WHAT THAT ODOR? YES, ONCE MORE 
RISING FROM OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 
YOUR AND NOW THEIR TRANSGR SIONS ARE LEAKING INTO THE LIBIDO THE 
CAN US? LLOYD LOVING CAN EMBEDDED THE RED-HOT 
SAUCY AND POLITICAL SMUT, THE EROTOMANIAC 
OLD AUNT KIEST CONCERNS. YOU SHOCK LLOYD! 


ICE AND Your wife is a lucky wor 

THEN COME Suspicious. genuine bribery fetish can 

be hard to satisfy, particularly in times 
BACK like these when the air full chaste 

vaporings about “hope” and “change.” 
THE But these old-school grafters are really 
VOICE bringing home the sex bacon. Governor 


about that 
he printed out this 
g down a childr 
d she wa 


_Suspicious 


man, 


7 


Rod has got your old lady’s juices flow- 
ing with it! Become her master 
corruption. Who knows how long this 

streak will last? 


Dear Lloyd, 


Okay boyfriend said sex slave, 


but whenever I give him an order he cops an attitude 
Yesterday, I had him on the leash and I commanded 


him lick the floor beneath feet. said, “The 
beneath your feet? How going lick the 
floor beneath your feet? Are you going to hover in mid- 
air in those ugly-ass boots?” It was very sarcastic and 
quite hurtful. Now he won't wear his nipple clamps. 
_Failed Dominatrix 


Don’t go soft on me, Failed. Torture is 
still legal in America, and this catty little 
breach-of-contract bitch needs some seri- 

us attitude adjustment. I’m assuming you 
have a sex dungeon, or someplace that eas- 
ily converts place erotic confinement 
and oppression? Chain him down there for 
day or two and blast him with some Chinese 
Democracy. Bring the Guantanamo, baby! 


Dear Lloyd, 

I travel a lot for work, and whenever I'm in Penn 
Station, New York, I like to drop by the men's room there 
and just have sex with whomever. The other day, though 
and there was this cop letting his shep- 

herd drink out of the water fountain. The cop was pushing 

the button and the dog was up on its hind legs, lapping 

away. It was pretty gross. Should I have said something? 
_US Senator 


I'm glad you didn’t, Senator — you might 
have hurt the dog’s feelings. Last week, took 
cat, Perfect Paul, the vet for check-up. 
Perfect Paul was up on the examining table, 
and the vet was feeling around his chest area 
and was holding his haunches, and then 
the vet looked and our eyes locked 
swear Perfect Paul’s fur stood on end beneath 
our hands. It was an electric sexual moment. 
Animals are very sensitive. 


Dear Lloyd, 
My roommate and I have secretly been having 
sex for the last 10 years. My question is this: are we 
“fuck buddies” or are we “cohabiting”? We have no 

other roommates. We also have five children. 
Ars. Maureen 


Sampson 


Next. 


do. got yourself real chicken- 
and-egg situation there, Helpless. Try 
shooting some footage yourself not 
climaxing and then watching it backward, 
at high speed. 


Dear Lloyd, 
I have slept with all four of my aunts on my 
’s side, and two out of three on my father's. 
nt ept with, is an 
oman in her mid 60s, but 
ast week we = 90 t into a big argument about Sarah 
in. I think that Governor Palin is the future of the 
ars and my aunt, the one I haven't 
slept wit th, Says that she even speak English.” 
Will ever over this ideological divide? 

_Aunt Lover 


cul 


Reniuhl 
Reput 


I see great role-playing potential here, 
Aunt. Keep the dialogue going, and 
certain point know when start 
talking like Joe the Plumber. Ask her if 
she’s interested in “spreading the wealth.” 
And if your saucy old aunt is half the girl 
I think she is, she’ll blink twice and then 
come back you the voice Hillary 
Clinton. After that, it’s sweet bipartisan- 
ship all the way! 


Dear Llo vd, 

What do you think of Dr. Frank Needham, the 
“sex doctor”? I'm thinking about getting one 
his Pheromonal Amplification procedures, so that 
they don’t shout at me and take pictures with their 
cell phone. 


_Totally Wants A Nice Girl 


The procedure controversial, 

NANG, well expensive. friend 
mine had done last year and now 
smells like tuna all the time. But feel 
for you, bro — the rubbing lifestyle is a 
challenging one. If 1 were you, I'd just 
dress bit nicer and pretend you’re 
dancing to your iPod. 


Dear Lloyd, 

They say that powerful men have high 
sex drives, which is why they go to expensive 
madams and escort services. But I have no 
power at all, and I go to expensive madams 
and escort services all the ti me. Or I would, if 
I had any money. 


_RandomCuy 


Yes, the relationship between libido 
1igh office is very complicated. As is 
the relationship between libido and 
office. | guess that’s why people keep writ- 
ig me letters! See you next time! @ 


James Parker is not Lloyd Loving. Still, he can be 
reached at jparker@phx.com. 
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Iam unable to climax unless I'm watching a 
video of myself climaxing. But I'm having trouble 
making this video. See my problem? 
_Helpless 
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LES SCREW FURTHER 


WITH MOTHER NATURE, LOOK THE WAYS OUR PLANET 
WILL BETTER OFF UNDER OBAMA 


planet Earth usually tries stay out poli- 
tics. doesn’t endorse candidates. doesn’t run 
attack ads. doesn’t even register lobbyist. 
But hardly indifferent electoral out- 
the many victims George Bush’s 
presidency, our long-suffering planet surely ranks 
high any. 

So, while there are plenty reasons cheer the end 
Bush’s eight-year reign error, here take look 
why, January 20, Mother Nature, especially, will 
breathe big sigh relief. 

selected specific environmental transgres- 
sions of the Bush administration for scrutiny here, drawn 
primarily from conversations with and reports issued 
the nation’s leading environmental-advocacy groups. 
Were have written about all the ecological crimes 
committed the Bush team the damage already done, 
the policies that have since been reversed, the individuals 
who have moved their damage elsewhere 
only wringing our hands and wasting more paper. 
Thus, limited our Top list the horrific envi- 
ronmental scenarios still ongoing these are the assaults 
the planet that Bush and his cronies are continuing 
this day, and surely doing were their time 
not coming merciful end. 

Indeed, in these final weeks of its existence, the Bush 
administration has only intensified its efforts imple- 
ment new policies and ensconce old appointees perma- 
nent positions, the hopes perpetuating the damage 
long after our 43rd president takes his last strut out the 
White House doors. 

“We are absolutely concerned about lot these mid- 
night rules,” says Julie Sibbing, senior program manager 
the National Wildlife Federation. “They have made 
some of them very difficult to reverse.” 

Fortunately, Barack transition team work- 
ing equally hard preparing undo those moves. And 
Obama has signaled his intentions make environmen- 
tal concerns a priority within his administration — as 
suggested the top-level team appointees intro- 
duced this past week. (See sidebar, “Changing the 
Climate,” page 16). 

the Obama team successful, there are least 
ways which our home planet will grateful for the 
change management. 


DRINKING WATER WILL 

CONTAIN LESS ROCKET FUEL 
The Bush White House has 
blocked six-year-long effort 
career scientists the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 
limit perchlorate levels 
drinking water, according the 
Washington Post. Perchlorate, a com- 
ponent rocket fuel, (shocker!) 
considered unhealthy for children 
and pregnant women. 

And you think safe 
because you drink bottled water, 
guess again. least water that 
comes through the public tap must 
meet EPA standards. Water bottled 
for sale, however, is regulated by 
the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). The FDA was supposed to 
adopt standards least strict 
the but hasn’t actu- 
ally done so. The result: there are 
no standards, and studies have 
shown that contaminants some 
bottled water are over EPA-allowed 
levels. Not that ever realize 
it, because neither does the FDA 
impose any right-to-know labeling 
requirement bottled water. 


MANDATORY ENVIRONMENTAL- 

IMPACT ANALYSES WILL 
FACT MANDATORY 
Since.1970, the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) has 
required every federal agency 
conduct environmental-impact 
assessments for all their proposed 
actions. Over the past eight years, 
that requirement has been watered 
re-interpreted, simply 
ignored. “Since taking office, the 
Bush administration has been 
trying fundamentally weaken 


says Stephanie Young, cam- 
paign coordinator for the Partner- 
ship Project Washington, DC. 
Just this past month, Shell 
was about to drill, baby, drill off 
the coast of Alaska, until it was 
stopped the courts, which ruled 
that Bush’s Interior Department 
had failed conduct the required 
NEPA assessment before giving 
Shell permission. 
The National Forest Service, 
particular, has effectively 
exempted itself from the require- 
ment entirely, says Marty 
Hayden, V-P policy and leg- 
islation with Earthjustice, a 
nonprofit environmental law 
firm. More than years ago, 
Ronald Reagan required the 
Forest Service monitor and 
maintain wildlife populations 
national forest lands. This tracking 
helped pinpoint where different 
activities, such logging off- 
roading, would be harmful, thus 
creating a zoning plan for forests. 
The Bush administration dropped 
the requirement in 2004, result- 
ing nationwide stoppage 
forest-species monitoring. “They 
have tried to eliminate those 
standards,” says Hayden, “and 
instead just have forest managers 
sort of think about ecosystems 
and diversity.” Earthjustice is still 
fighting that effort the courts. 


ENDANGERED SPECIES WILL 
ACTUALLY QUALIFY FOR THE 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 
Two species prairie dogs, both 
rapidly disappearing and virtually 
devoid of livable habitat, have been 
denied access the Endangered 


Species primarily, seems, 
because leaving patch land 
where they can live would inconve- 
nience oil and gas developers, ac- 
cording the Union Concerned 
Scientists. The Bush administration 
added fewer species the list than 
has any previous administration 
since the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) was passed in 1973 — some 
groups claim that 280 deserving 
species have been denied protec- 
tion. Just in the past two years, the 
administration has stepped ef- 
forts to change the definitions and 
interpretations the ESA make 
even harder help the most vul- 
nerable forms life. 


MARINE DESTRUCTION 
WILL ONCE AGAIN 

FROWNED UPON 
The Coast Guard supposed 
serve as the front line for the pro- 
tection of marine resources and 
fisheries, safeguarding against 
anything that might bring harm 
to the marine environment. It’s 
charged with making sure that 
ships comply with new interna- 
tional pollution requirements, 
meant to protect both the oceans 
and the air, for example. How- 
ever, since being folded into the 
Department Homeland Security 
in 2003, the Coast Guard has virtu- 
ally abandoned its environmental 
enforcement. According to some 
advocates, the only way you can »- 
get trouble for befouling the 
ocean these days is if the Coast 
Guard notices you doing while 
they are arresting you for smug- 
gling. Although the Coast Guard 

Continued on p 16 
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Changing 
the climate 


MEET OBAMA'S GREEN DREAM TEAM 


The past eight years have been marked by alternating feckless inactivity and 
outright hostility toward the environment. The Bush administration was one in 

an agency charged with managing and conserving federally owned land had no 
S about getting in bed — at times quite literally — with energy companies. (See 
er 5 on our list.) 
at long last, the good guys are back in charge. And it still sometimes seems too 
to be true. imagine! Intelligent and competent public servants who will take their 
j riously, and who will use science and common sense to help protect the long-term 
health of the planet and all who live on it 

On Monday, President-elect Barack Obama announced the officials he's tapped to 
begin reversing the environmental damage wrought by the Bushies. According to several 
environmental groups, the picks are inspired 


Overall, we're delighted — we're thinking of them as a ‘green dream team,” says 
Tiernan Sittenfeld, legislative director for the League of Conservation Voters 


t's like a new day,” says Michael Oko, federal media director at the Natural Resources 


Defense Council. “It’s really a breath of fresh air — pardon the pun — to have some of these 
appointments. Obama is really showing that he's looking to change direction.” 
Few cabinet positions demonstrate that more than energy secretary pick STEVEN 
CHU. a Nobel Prize-wining physics professor at UC Berkeley, who's long advocated — 
me might say agitated for tive energies, such as solar power and biofuels, to 


be brought to the fore to corr 


ntt 
ve nature at Energy 
arly, pick administrator the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). LISA JACKSON — who previously wa mrmissioner of the New Jerse 
ment Environmental where she worked (not entirely without 
t f 


he'll certainly working with good team folk: 
EPA chief CAROL who's been 


0 ergy, ate, and envirc ental 


} 


a leader on environment and clean energy, s. 


Continued from p 15 

will remain within Homeland 
Security, environmentalists are 
optimistic that the Obama ad- 
ministration will revive at least 
portion its former attention 
environmental duties. 


ANTI-ENVIRONMENT 

LOBBYISTS WILL LONGER 
MAKING ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
The chair the White House 
Council of Environmental Qual- 
ity (CEQ) serves as the president’s 
key environment policy adviser. 
Under Bush, that position has 
been held by James L. Connaugh- 
ton — whose previous job was 
lobbying against environmental 
regulations behalf client 
list that included the Chemical 
Manufacturers Association 
America. fact, during the Bush 
years, the CEQ and its staff has 
been dominated by former anti- 
environmental lobbyists, and has 
seen its staff, budget, and rel- 
evance drastically reduced. 

In 2004, a Bush oversight 
committee that included some 
anti-environmental lobbyists 
was presented plan carefully 
drawn official govern- 
mental advisory group — for pre- 
serving the old-growth habitat 
the endangered Northern Spotted 
Owl. The politically appointed 
committee chucked the scientific 
findings the scientists and 
ornithology experts, and declared 
that preserving the habitat 
irrelevant to saving the species — 


let the owls find somewhere else to 


live. That fight has been ongoing, 
with the Bush administration 
continually seeking reverse 
environmental protections on the 
habitat, put place under 
President Bill Clinton, order 
increase logging. 

Of course, sometimes the 
governmental regulators 
former lobbyists sometimes 
they are simply having sex and 
doing blow with current lobby- 
ists. Curious? During most the 
Bush administration years, the 
Interior Department’s Minerals 
Management Service (MMS) 
strangely failed to collect billions 
of dollars in royalties from the oil 
and gas companies, thus allow- 
ing the entities enrich them- 
selves off the resources within 


YOU WON’T NEED GAS MASKS 
VISIT NATIONAL PARKS 
When you visit any this country’s 391 na- 
tional parks, preserves, seashores, and oth- 
areas managed the National Park Ser- 
vice, you expect them kept reasonably 
clean. And that isn’t just limited picking 

stray soda cans you’d expect that the 
air there clean too. But these past eight 
years, had lower your expecta- 
tions. Under the Bush administration, the 
Park Service has gotten into the habit us- 
ing “agency discretion” shrug off objec- 
tions to, say, proposals for coal-fired power 
plants next the Great Smoky Mountains, 
from which mercury pollution now con- 
tinually showers the environment. Air 
pollution now rampant, and growing, 
among national parks. The National Parks 


Conservation As- 

sociation reported 
this year that 
nearly half our 


have “significant 
problems” with 
air quality, and 
more than half 
have visibility 
reduction due 
pollution. 


national parks 


public lands and waters. Why? REGULATORY REVIEW 
It seems, as we learned this yer WILL CONSIDER THE 


from the department’s inspector ENVIRONMENT — OR AT 

general, that the MMS staff LEAST TAKE PLACE 

charge collecting those royal- the past, proposed government 
ties was involved were commonly re- 
substance abuse and promiscu- viewed the federal agency with 
ity” with representatives those the most expertise said area. But 
oil and gas companies. few through executive orders, Bush 

the staffers have been disci- has strangled that regulatory re- 
plined; meanwhile, the under- view process, turning everything 
collection royalties money over the scrutiny the Office 
that supposed supportcon- Budget (OMB). 
servation funds — continues. OMB, in turn, has rewritten its 


nd brok cor 
ind like a broken record 


tion that Tal 
Si 1 that hadn t bee 


secretary. But was 


senator KEN SALAZAR. a cent 


ted to the 
ed to the 


HAVE FEWER SUPERWEEDS, 
AND OTHER FRANKENFOOD EFFECTS 


The Department Agriculture supposed 
oversee and regulate the use geneti- 
cally engineered modified crops. Bush’s 

when named his first agriculture 
responsible for, er, the Flavr Savr 
While Europe and other markets have 
slowed the development superfoods, 
America has charged forward. One 

fect, among many (that know far): 
resistant “superweeds.” 


4 ran Je. ~ ~ 
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bat global warming 
Having a scientist heading up the Department of Energy is very important.” says 
Sittenfeld, “since the Bush administration ha arly Not respecte d the science and 
made it too much about the politics : 
He's very impressive as a scientist and a researcher.” says jack Clarke, director of — 
pu y and gov t at The Massacnusetts AUGUDON Society. ANC [as #4 
. he's got a lot of experience, and has the ability to push and take real actions on Fs = @ \ 
the es that are important to the environmental community E ; 
Even bette ays Clarke. That 
team v ide ( ked to serve 
JSt Jv at ect ideally Suited ror The give er 
range experiences, and really terrific choice make sure that vision 
bringing about a clean-energy future and reducing global warming becomes a reality | 
Creating this “energy czar” position proves that “global warming and the environ 
ment are at the top of [Obama’s} agenda,” says Oko, who notes that Browner “has the ' 
personality that’s going required work different agencies and really 
a leader, bringing groups together to help put into action what Obama has indicated 4 
are these big priorities for him.” (And, not for nothing, Browner raises the hackles of j 
uch conservatives as columnist Michelle Malkin — who calls her a “neon green rad | 
ta wr h can be only a go 4 sien.) 
‘ Rounding out the environmental tearm is NANCY SUTLEY, who slated to chair the 3 
White House Council on Environmental Quality. Sutiey, who has spent most of her career 3 
n California and boasts an impressive résumé — she has extensive experience deal ng { a 
with such crises water shortages and rolling well-positioned respond 
| to the unique challenges of the 21st century. She “has a long-time record of really being 
ays Sittenfeid. “So, again, yet another creat 
terior that the nominee would be Colorado 
se) See ist Democrat who, before being 
elec where serves the Energy and Natura 
Resources Committee was director the Colorado Department 
of Natural R Ss yrces, where he earned h h marks for and on ‘= 
=. 
servation. While a disappointment to some environmentalists 
7 @ (who were widely seen tc favor another much bruited candidate ( : 
’ Arizona representative Raul Grijalva), Salazar nonetheless main i 9 
= tains an 84 percent lifetime average on the League of Conservation } 
There's going to be a lot of work to do in all these agencies to turn Py 
back the legacy the Bush administration, and these last 
ite tinnc heen ni ittino thrr ih” « <f | 
; ‘ in the meantime, it’s hard not to get a bit giddy at the 4 , 
Sint * : prospect of a progressive administration working in ear 
eo nest to help mend this battered planet. “We're pinching an 
; ourselves, and reminding ourselves that there's a whole ce y 
new world ahead us.” says Sittenfeld. there 
| 
are incredible challenges. But we're confident that | 
Precident-elect Ohama and thic fat new team are 
i j * side t Obama and this fabulous new team a | 
gaine to make tremendous progress” @ 
Ry Mike Miliard 
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regulatory-review procedures, which 
are now based purely cost-benefit 
analyses and not such triviali- 
ties as animal habitats, protected 
land, human health. 


STREAMS WILL NOT 

CHOKED WITH TONS DEBRIS 
This administration has “re- 
interpreted” the Clean Water 
Act’s prohibition discharging 
solid wastes into bodies of water, 
and now routinely allows it. 

Of course, if you’re a habitual 
violator of that law, un-enforced by 
the Bush administration, the clock 
is ticking on your ability to get away 
scot-free from criminal behavior. So, 
to keep mining companies happy 
through the Obama years, the Bush 
administration working toward 
changing the regulations perma- 
nently. Says Earthjustice’s Hayden: 
“They’re trying to make sure that 
the mountains Appalachia can 
continue to be blown up and bull- 
dozed into streams below.” 


WETLANDS AND THE PEOPLE 

NEAR THEM WILL SURVIVE 
When Hurricane Katrina demol- 
ished New Orleans, the Army 
Corps of Engineers was criticized, 
rightly, for failing to build decent 
levees. But the Corps received less 
attention for its dubious role al- 
lowing the destruction the wet- 
lands that would have diminished 
the storm before it hit the city. The 
Corps is charged with reviewing all 
requests fill and destroy streams 
and wetlands the elimination 
destruction which only elimi- 
nates protective buffers and barri- 
ers against high-impact storms; 
under Bush, the Corps almost 
never denies said requests. 

The Corps also responsible for 
rescuing and restoring wetlands 
such the long-delayed $11 
billion plan for the dying wet- 
lands the Florida Everglades. 
Little progress has actually been 
made, largely because the Bush 
administration’s lack inter- 
est. Just in the past few weeks, 
emergency measures had 
taken prevent what the Miami 
Herald described the “threat 
major wildlife die-off.” Some 
environmental groups believe the 
Everglades are at, or near, a tip- 
ping point, after which they 
unsalvageable. 

“We may facing unprec- 
edented environmental collapse,” 
says April H.G. Smith, director 
ecosystem restoration for the 
National Audubon Society. She 
hoping convince the Obama 
administration make wetlands 
rescue and restoration projects, like 
the part its economic- 
stimulus investment plan. 


SCIENCE WILL CONSIDERED 
BASIS FOR MAKING 
SCIENTIFIC DECISIONS 

The Bush administration has, in 
many, Many ways, outlawed the 
use science determining poli- 
even policy specifically guided 
science. The classic example the 
EPA's refusal to declare global warm- 
ing danger the public welfare, 
and thus require the government 
to mandate regulations. By law, 
the determination danger 
scientific one, made the 
scientists at the EPA. For years, the 


TRANSMISSION LINES WON'T RUN THROUGH 
CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELD SITES 


2005, the Republican Congress gave the Department Energy 
(DOE) power designate “transmission corridors,” which the 
DOE could seize land and give energy companies, through 
which could run their power lines and pipelines regard- 


less previous niceties like state and local 


laws, environmental protections, and 


Antietam. 


domain. 2007, the Bush DOE 

announced its first two “corridors,” which 
included, just example, the entire 
New Jersey. One proposed high- 
voltage power line, bringing electricity 
from West Virginia coal plants, would run 
directly through scenic and the 
fragile Civil War battlefield historical site 


Bush administration managed 
prevent its loyal EPA administrator, 
Stephen Johnson, from making the 
declaration. But finally December 
2007 — after Massachusetts forced 
the issue through successful law- 
suit — Johnson, an actual scientist, 
laid out the scientific evidence, with 
the finding that global warming 
does indeed imperil the citizenry. 

According to a recent report by 
the Philadelphia Inquirer, however, the 
White House refused open the 
e-mail containing the new find- 
ings, keep them from entering 
the public record thus allowing 
the administration acting 
they didn’t exist. 

Johnson eventually gave 
Bush, and rewrote the new findings 
that they emasculated the original 
letter. The administration accepted 
that version. The egregious episode 
infuriated four former Republican EPA 
administrators, who recently told the 
Inquirer that, this whitewashing 
scientific fact, Johnson should have 
stood Bush. 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL 

SPEND LESS TIME AND MONEY 
NEEDLESSLY SHOOTING ANIMALS 
Since 1939, the US government has 
spent more than $1.6 billion killing 
thousands of coyotes, mountain 
lions, black bears, and other preda- 
tors, the behest livestock breed- 
ers with discernible effect 
livestock protection, according 
recent Wildlife Conservation Society 
study. Other approaches might actu- 
ally serve the interest the breeders 
and protect their herds without 
the requisite slaughter. 


1 SOMEONE WILL ACTUALLY 
CHECK SEE WHETHER 
PESTICIDES ARE HARMFUL 
The Department Agriculture 
used collect annual data the 
use chemicals crops. The 
Bush administration reduced the 
frequency the surveys, then 
their scope and then finally 
chucked them altogether. The 
EPA and other government bodies 
charged with protecting the public 
have been relegated purchasing 
data from private firms, which 
may or may not have their own 
agendas. 


THE GULF MEXICO WON'T DIE 
Though doesn’t generate 
lot of headlines, a segment of the 
Gulf of Mexico suffers from season- 
hypoxia. Perhaps would draw 
mote interest this way: every sum- 
mer, an area of the Gulf the size of 
Massachusetts cannot support life. 
Blame for this eco-tragedy lies 
primarily the feet farmers 
states the northern end the 
Mississippi River dumping things 
into the water that contain nitrates 
and phosphates, which flow down- 
stream and get deposited the 
other end. Clearly, with cause and 
effect so far removed, this is a mat- 
ter for a federal solution. But under 
Bush, the EPA has insisted that 
hypoxia is a state issue. All it led 
was the creation task force 
in 2001, with a 2001 Action Plan, 
that has now resulted in its first 
major achievement: creation 


2008 Action Plan. Meanwhile, the 
hypoxia zone continues to grow. 


1 SOME LAND IN THE ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN WEST MIGHT 
LEFT UNDRILLED 
Within months of taking office, Bush 
issued an executive order directing 
agencies to “expedite energy-related 
projects,” and to speed up the permis- 
sion process for fossil-fuel drilling on 
public lands. Since then, drilling on 
public land has been green-lighted 
without cautious study of the effects 
of such activity on air, water, habi- 
tats, and wildlife. How obviously bad 
has it gotten? Even the conservative 
political leaders Utah have finally 
been driven to raise a ruckus about it. 


STATES WILL ALLOWED 
TO STOP THE DESTRUCTION 
OF THE PLANET 

More than a dozen states, includ- 


STUDY AND 


BREATHE 


USAToday report this past week found 
that many this country’s schools are 
befouled air pollution found hun- 
dreds schools where the surrounding 
air was, quite simply, toxic. This was 
hardly surprise: the Center for Health, 
Environment, and Justice (CHEJ) has 
been reporting this very fact since the 
dawn the Bush administration. CHEJ 
begged the administration issue site 


guidelines, help 
local school boards 
determine where 
they can safely locate 
schools. Bush finally 


cember 2007 but 


months later has not 


even assigned anyone 


the task. 
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ing Massachusetts, but even more 
important, California, have adopted 
serious measures to regulate green- 
house-gas emissions. Because these 
regulations are stronger than the 
national standards, the states must 
get waiver under the Clean Air 

Act — they have to ask permission to 
try to help save the Earth from global 
warming! Naturally, under Bush, 
the EPA denied the request, and 
refuses to grant waivers. California 
is suing, and the case is working its 
way through the courts. Obama has 
promised reverse the decision and 
grant the waivers. 


1 COMPANIES WILL HAVE TO 

BE ENVIRONMENTALLY 
COMPLIANT TO BE TOUTED AS 
ENVIRONMENTALLY COMPLIANT 
“Performance Track” is the Bush 
administration’s main program for 
getting corporations to stop flooding 
the skies with harmful greenhouse 
gases. It is a voluntary pros 
Companies that join 


includi 


54 8 of them, 


nto Du 
nto, Du 


ig its like 


Pont, and Pfizer - 


emissions and con 


promise to reduce 
uply with EPA reg 
ulations. In return, the EPA spends 


millions of dollars tout ing z the com- 


endly, 
and IS 

PA ha S COI 
this rot PReven for r ‘comps anies that 
do not actually do anything to deserve 
it. In fact, a mew Philadelphia Inquirer 
report revealed that, a few years ago, 
EPA-enforcement officials found “con- 
siderable non-compliance” among 
Performance Track companies — and, 
keeping with the theme, did noth- 
ing about it. An EPA-commissioned 
study found nothing to indicate that 
Performance Track provides any 
benefit to the environment, and that 
companies the program are 
more likely than others to adhere to 
environmental regulations. Last year, 
when the inspector general 
performed an audit of 30 randomly 
selected Performance Track members 
it found that only two had met their 


anti-pollution goals. 
THE GAME ‘KICK THE CAN’ 
WILL END 
The Bush administration's game 
plan environmental regulations 
has been, in many cases, to enact 
preposterous regulations, fight all 
legal challenges them, have courts 
throw out the regulations, and re- 
turn step one. This creates the ap- 
pearance of action, without actually 
forcing industry to do anything. 

perfect example the Clean Air 
Interstate Rule (CAIR), which the EPA 
enacted in 2005 to cap emissions — 
after first wasting time attempting 
get Congress to pass a similar system 
under the so-called Clear Skies bill. 

federal appeals court threw out 
CAIR earlier this year, stating it was 
completely incompatible with the 
Clean Air Act was supposedly reg- 
ulating. Which leaves us in exactly 
the same state non-regulation 
which the whole process began. 

The same cycle happened with 
the mercury-pollution part Clean 
Skies. Again, the 2005 EPA rules were 
thrown out by the courts this year. In 
that case, the EPA is appealing to the 
Supreme Court, ensuring no action 
before Bush leaves office. © 


David S. Bernstein can be reached 
at dbernstein@phx.com. 
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Beer So Fresh and Food So 
Good They Named the 
Entire Square After Us 


33 Dunster Street 
(617) 868-3585 
johnharvards.com 


For the Current Menu Please 
Visit Our Website 


com 


wy WoW 


JOIN FOR EVERY WEEKNIGHT 
HOT COMFORT FOOD 7PM FOR BUCKS 


“A GREAT PLACE FOR ANYONE WITH A SENSE OF HUMOR!” 


“THE PEOPLE WERE LOUD AND AFTER FEW DRINKS, 
BLENDED RIGHT 


“WY WAITER MADE P3 SO HAPPY | WANTED TO RUN HOME , ' 
iD SLAP HIS MOM!” 


Oaxaca, Mexico at... 


Try our Colorado Chicken, Tofu Burritos 
& Homemade Tamales! 
ae 1728 Mews Ave., Cambridge * 149 First St., Cambridge 
CONT! SAL 1294 Beacon Se, Coolidge Corner 
‘ve 366 Washington Street, Brighton, MA 02135 
DCE ~ 3388 642 Beacon St Boston, MA 02215 

AR All of our sauces and marinades, including our hot sauce, 

arc made on the premises with fresh ingredients. 
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THE FOX For a 
visionary, Rupert 
Murdoch has 
“very little vision.” 


REUTERS 


upert Murdoch was sipping 
from a glass of coconut water, 
favorite his, meant in- 
crease electrolytes, when 
suddenly began share with 
his biographer, Michael Wolff, 
theory: the basic problem with Muslims 
that they married their cousins. 
“I heard him say it,” recalls Wolff, “and 
it’s, like, ‘Where did that come from?’” 
another point, still tickled his suc- 
cess with the Dow Jones deal, Murdoch 
touched upon his desire get his 
hands on the New York Times 
as his next and, given 
his age, possibly last 
great acquisition, 
after the Wall Street 


THE FOX AND 
THE WOLFF 


HOW DID CONTROVERSIAL MEDIA REPORTER GET TOTAL ACCESS 
THE MOST POWERFUL AND PERHAPS MOST PRIVATE NEWSPAPER 
MAN THE WORLD? JUST ASKED. 


Journal (WSJ). Perhaps Murdoch forgot his 
desire acquire the paper described 
the book “his favorite train wreck” 
would the record. 

But then again, even did realize 
he had just blundered, Murdoch's not the 
type that would care too much — dwelling 
the past not something cares 
do, mainly because the past the past. 
point looking for explanation 
asking “why” something was said done; 
Murdoch has no demonstrated ability to 
do so. Which, obviously, presents an odd 
dilemma for someone writing detailed 
biography mapping the career trajectory, 
family history, and motives driving the 
last great newsman our time. And 
raises the even bigger question why the 
notoriously secret media mogul would 
want participate with such candor 
the writing his biography all. 


LOWERING THE GATE 
In the current media universe, Murdoch 
plays the role both hero and villain, 
regularly acquiring new outlets that seem 
thrive when all others teeter the 
edge of failure. His multimedia News Cor- 
poration, better known as News Corp., 
churns out countless films, shows, 
and books each year, through its own- 
ership of the New York Post, the WSJ, 
Fox News, and Twentieth Century 
Fox not mention number 
other news and entertainment entities 
across the United States, United King- 
dom, and Australasia. Still, Murdoch 
perhaps best known for his role the 
news, rather than entertainment, indus- 
try — both for helping to sustain it and 
debasing every turn. 

Murdoch has been dogged charges 
that regularly imposes his conservative 
views the editorial pages his papers, 
for instance allegations that notably 
made their way into a 2004 documen- 
tary and companion book, Outfoxed: Rupert 
Murdoch's War on Journalism. And, of course, 
there’s the image of Murdoch as the sin- 
ister once-and-future king, commanding 
the empire below him with an iron fist, 
which, for the most part, largely sup- 
ported the man’s actions CEO. For 
example, Murdoch told Wolff one after- 
noon after acquiring the WSJ, “We might 
have to let people go just to make a point.” 

Yet for all the mud that has been slung 


has fired back offered insight 
» (such as can be revealed by someone 
lacking self-awareness) into his 
motivations until now. 
Even stranger, now 
that Murdoch has 


at the septuagenarian media mogul, rare- 


By Michael Wolff | 
Broadway | 464 
pages | $29.95 


chosen finally to open himself up to the 
public, he has done so with a biographer 
who has slammed him the past: jour- 
nalist Wolff, for whom Murdoch agreed to 
lower the gate, with no leash or editorial 
oversight the outcome attached. 

“This isn’t man who reads lot 
books,” says Wolff, “so I’m not sure he had 
clear context for thinking about this. 
embarrassed and possibly its 
personal nature.” 

Still, Murdoch the sole judge 
how the book — The Man Who Owns the News: 
Inside the Secret World of Rupert Murdoch — turns 
out. Instead, Wolff says it’s likely that 
Murdoch will wait for other people’s reac- 
tion before offering his own take it. 
has good effect, then Murdochian logic 
dictates it’s good. 


‘HE’S NEWSPAPER 

Wolff makes for almost subversive choice 
to be Murdoch's official chronicler. Read any 
book, column, interview, blog post 
Wolff — media, culture, and political colum- 
nist for Vanity Fair and a founder of the news 
aggregator newser.com — and you get the 
impression reading insider punditry 
from an author playing the outsider. 

This is particularly true when Wolff is 
commenting about New York media and its 
parochial gossiping sewing circles, two his 
frequent and favorite subjects. It’s no sur- 
prise, then, that — in this role as long-time 
public diarist the media scene Wolff 
has issued his share critical opinion- 

diatribes Murdoch and his various 
maneuvers as chairman and CEO of News 
Corporation. 

imagine Wolff’s shock once his 
proposal for doing in-depth biography 
Murdoch had been green-lit the sub- 
ject himself. 

After publishing Burn Rate, his best- 
selling memoir business failure the 
start of the Internet boom, Wolff success- 
fully built a brand for himself on the back 
of industry commentary and analysis: 
primarily media columnist for New York 
magazine and, more recently, for Vanity 
Fair. Considering his own past career foibles 
(including a brief flirtation as a novelist, a 
decidedly wrong turn he once described as a 
“life and career calamity” the Washington 
Post), it’s not hard to assume that Wolff 
would be his sharpest critic — that is, if he 
acquired many others. 

I meet with Wolff just across from his 
New York home in a swanky area of the 
Upper East Side discuss his experience 
researching and writing the book, and 
how the fuck got Murdoch agree 
Continued on p 20 
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sit for it. As it turns out, no one, includ- 
ing Murdoch's family members and 
News Corp. executives, has any idea. 

think was [decided] the way 
News Corp. and Murdoch does things, 
which is not thought out terribly well,” 
notes Wolff. “The interesting thing 
about Murdoch and there are many 
things find interesting and admirable 
about him — is that, at the end of the 
day, he’s a newspaper guy. He runs 
everything like he’s city-desk editor. 
It’s all snap decisions, all yes/no. No real 
analysis. So, for a visionary, believe me, 
there’s very little vision.” 

That being said, the unbelievable 
access Wolff was granted made for an 
odd couple the highest order. Wolff 
posits that, aside from the fatigue and 
excitement after acquiring the WSJ, 
may have stemmed from his percep- 
tion that he and Wolff share common 
enemies, “particularly the journalistic 
priesthood.” 

Wrote Wolff: “I was, he seemed to 
think, on his side.” 


FAMILY FIRST 

Wolff's characterization of News Corp. 
being “for most its history distin- 
guished by its self-effacing, if not weak, 
executives” drew some heated response 
from the company, particularly when 
son-in-law, Matthew Freud 
(great-grandson of Sigmund), was given 
a leaked copy of the hush-hush manu- 
script back in October. Murdoch made a 
small stink, but nothing came it, 
the noise was interpreted as a move to 
soothe some bruised egos devoted top 
brass. Under Rupert, all abide. 

“I would certainly not say that (the book 
paints] negative picture Murdoch;” says 
Wolff. “Rather, that it’s an accurate picture 
him. think people around him will read 
it and say, ‘That’s Rupert.’” 

Wolff drives home the point 
Murdoch as the towering puppeteer, 
writing, “everyone is in the service of 
what Murdoch wants.” That fierce loy- 
alty Murdoch’s underlings (convinced 
he can “see around corners”), and their 
willingness to follow him to any spot on 
the horizon, is a curious aspect to News 
Corp. corporate culture. No matter how 
odd out character, they all trust 
Murdoch knows what he’s doing, even 
when comes granting potentially 
hostile biographer total access 
himself and his family. 

Interviewing Murdoch 
for more than 50 hours 
over the course 
months proved aggravat- 
ing and counterproduc- 
tive for Wolff at points, ~ 
partly due the 
subject's total rejec- 
tion of self-analysis 


introspection 
f any kind, 

and partly 4 

because he’s 

a 77-year-old 


man with a 
thick Aussie 


nt who ~ 


Murdoch 


speak 
about any- 

referential 
from a histori- 

cal perspective, 

either. And 4 


like many 


THE BO 
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grandfathers, he gets decades wrong, 
mixes them together, or simply doesn’t 
remember. 

“It is, in fact, as though he has some 
short-circuited or retarded historical mecha- 
nism: instantly loses interest the past,” 
Wolff surmises the book. side-step 
the problem, Wolff pulled off another seem- 
ingly implausible gambit: got access 
the Murdoch family. family, should 
mentioned, worth several billion dollars, 
with the adult children serving some 
News Corp.’s current executives, as well as 

“No one the entire family 
thought this out any way,” says Wolff. 
“Murdoch broached his children to tell 
them there’s a journalist coming to speak 
them about official biography 
their father, calling them and saying, 
‘Yeah, uhhm.. . you can speak to this 

Each in their own way would eventu- 
ally open Wolff, talking him 
though he were a conduit to their father 
and giving the writer direct access to their 
memories, anecdotes, and perceptions of 
Murdoch — which, in the end, is exactly 
what Wolff, and anyone interested in one 
the most secretive and powerful men 
all media, really wanted. 

“He was making them speak to me, so 
therefore I suppose they saw me as con- 
nected to him,” he says. “I’m not really 
sure what the actual dynamic was, but 
certainly ‘Oh, this person 
writing book about our father and our 
family, perhaps should get our 
thoughts together, provide context 
here, or c) not be such an open nerve.’” 

That open nerve distinguishes this 
telling Murdoch’s Homeric tale more 
so than previous efforts, as it aided in 
painting a clear portrait from each of the 
children what they wanted their father 
understand about themselves and their 
feelings about him. “Remember,” says 
Wolff, “they’re more interested in him 
than anyone else is.” Ultimately, their 
openness would allow for more human 
picture Murdoch, contrast with the 
caricature the gleeful baron looming 
high the media sky, controlling all with 
an evil cackle. 

That’s not say that Wolff now ready 
join the ranks kingdom. 
Anybody who cares about the media has 
his/her problem with Murdoch, after all, 
and much the vilification him war- 
But Wolff confirms 
cover-flap tag “the 
most cynical and 
brilliant newsman 
who has ever lived” 
through his portray- 


THE WOLFF 
makes for an 
almost subversive 


choice to be . 
and often ruthless 
official 


business and family 
man. 

Wolff has 
written before, 
Murdoch has the 

he slithering abil- 
7 ity to be the 

one news CEO 

who’s also a 

practitioner at 

heart — ultimate- 
F ly suggesting he’s 
perhaps the last 
larger-than-life 
icon the newspaper 
world will have as it 
approaches the end 
of its natural life. 


chronicler. 


Daniel McCarthy can 
be reached at 
daniel.mccarthy@ 
gmail.com. 


These listings have been distilled from our 

most recent full-length reviews. Entrée prices 
are rounded to the nearest dollar. Restaurant 
hours, credit-card policy, and liquor informa- 
tion are not included, so be sure to call ahead. 


TAAM CHINA | 423 Harvard St, 
Brookline | 617.264.7274 | $8-$19 | The 
best glatt kosher Chinese food ever 
served in greater Boston, which isn't 
saying much, but is saying something, 
especially if you catch the ginger- 
beef savor of the peking Ravioli, 

the excellent chou yo kew of fresh 
white fish and vegetables, or the 


sautéed string beans. The deep-fried 
food, such as General Gau’s chicken, 
is pretty good, but lacks the crunch 

of the gluten fritters at Chinese and 
Vietnamese vegan places nearby. Still, 
you can make the kosher guy in the 
group really happy, and no one else 
will really mind. Closed Friday nights 
and Saturdays (and Jewish holidays), 
so plan your visit. 

TANGO | 464 Mass Ave, Arlington | 
781.443.9000 | $10-$30 | Tango has 
good steaks, a mixed grill that’s really 
mixed, a rather authentic empanada, 
outstanding lamb chops, and fun 
salads and desserts. Oh yes, it also has 
a truly outstanding list of Argentine 
red and white wines. It isn’t quite like 
going to Buenos Aires for dinner, but 
it’s not a bad place to show off the pic- 
tures from your trip, and it makes for 
a fun night out in any hemisphere. 


RESTAURANT MARLIAVE | 10 Bos- 
worth St, Boston | 617.422.0004 | $39-$45 
| Perhaps one of the last big-splurge 
places we'll see for a while. The upstairs 
dining rooms of the revamped 132-year- 
old Marliave feature everything done 

in multiple variations. Appetizers and 
desserts are all duos and trios, and 
every main course is actually apasta 

or risotto version followed by a typical 
entrée. Eve’s Garden Salad was the clear 
pick of the appetizers. All the entrées 
were great, even the token vegetarian 
selection of wild-mushroom lasagna, 
followed by wild-mushroom pot pie. 
Desserts are divided by flavors; our critic 
preferred chocolate over vanilla. 
ERBALUCE | 69 Church St, Boston | 
617.426.6969 | $17-$29 | Erbaluce has 
some unusual spices and herbs, 
uncommon ingredients, and novel 
Continued on facing page 


Waterfront Cafe 


row beautifully 


Stayine power is rare in the restaurant business 
Every week | note the closing of some joint tha 
duly recorded new-restaurants list but 
never managed to visit: it came and went too 
fast. have such excuse with the 
Café, which has been operating the 
the North End and haunting to-try 
list since the the century. 

a Bruins game hungry recently, | finally had my 
chance and pounced and often happens 

left a couple hours later thinking, “I should’ ve 
gotten here sooner reason this place 
has stuck around.” 

That reason evergreen formula: super 
casual ambience, cheap drinks, many TVs 
and solid if unspectacular food. The versatile 
menu includes steamers, grilled meats, fried 
seafood, oven-baked subs, deli-style sand- 
wiches, big burgers, and Italian-American 
entrées, pastas, and pizza. None of it is 
extraordinary, but some of it is really good 
much better than | expect from most.nei 
borhood watering holes. Steak tips ($11.99) 

oast a one-po und portion with a hint of 
sweet marinade, good char-griiled crust, the 
right interior temperature, and two fistsful 
thin, crisp Fish and chips ($14.99) 
feature two big haddock filets with expert 
deep-frying job and another mountain of 
fries ($11.99) covers ha 

large plate, a giant breaded and fried cut 


h- 


NELLIE SWEET 


Italian-flavored pub that hoes its 


with marinara and moz- 
(It seems uncharitable complain 
accompanying ziti stone cold.) 

etter surprise the pizza plus 
er added topping, such as a generous Ccover- 
ing sliced very fine rendition 


of the medium-crust Italian-American style 
At across, it’s slightly floppy but still 


substary 


ally and not too 


Stel 0 Chi anti $6), simutta- 
five different sports and 
y seamy Mexican soap operas. (Skip 
cocktails, based cordials and 
thanks limited license.) 
is brusque but friendly, and (unlike 
orth End restaurants) more concerned 
gulars than tourists. Unsung the 
press and rarely mentioned by Chowhounds or 
Yelpers, the Waterfront abides, even as artier, 
places drop like Linger here 
over pitchers, pizza, and the game with a few 
friends and you'll see why. 


THE WATERFRONT CAFE, located 
450 Commercial Street, Boston, 
open Monday through Saturday, from 
and Sunday, from 
midr night. Call 617.523.4055. 


FOR RESTAURANT 
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~ 

ble accompaniment big icy pitchers beer 

terribly. 


Foley’s Cafe 


old standby starts low and aims high 


HEAVEN FORBID! The corned beef and cabbage has (gasp!) sauce! 


J.J. Foley’s Café, founded in 1909, has 

survived two world wars, Prohibition, 
and urban renewal. It’s also survived the 
contraction of the Boston Herald, whose 
printers and writers were its more loyal 
patrons when it was a real drinking-man’s 
bar — the kind of place that could live up to 
Oscar Wilde’s joke that “Work is the curse 
of the drinking classes.” 

But can it survive bistro-ization? 

The other J.J. Foley’s, on Kingston Street, 
has made the transition nicely, but it didn’t 
start so low nor aim so high. This fourth- 
generation Foley’s on East Berkeley, how- 
ever, has a new kitchen, a chef, and evena 
cuisine: Irish, although compromised with 
thin-crust pizza and standard pub grub. 

Nevertheless, the most upscale item, 
and the most unusual, is corned beef and 
cabbage ($13). How on Earth could they 
fancy up that? Irish-American readers will 
cross themselves or reach for lucky sham- 
rocks when | tell you that at J.J. Foley’s Café 
the corned beef and cabbage has a sauce. It’s 
a light white sauce with cumin and hot 
pepper in it. It works very well with lean, 
sliced corned beef, remarkably well with 
boiled cabbage (which can be watery and 
horrid when overdone), decently with car- 
rot strips, and only begins to feel like over- 
kill on heavily spiced potato slices. 

Chowder ($6) is creamy, but not as 
strongly flavored with bacon as the menu 
suggests. My usual trick with chowder is 
to close my eyes and taste just the broth. 
There ought to be fish or clam flavor there; 
there often isn’t. Instead, I tend to encoun- 
ter a meat base; bacon gets into the broth 


too. Here we had pretty much just cream, 
however any spoonful with chopped clams 
or potatoes in it was fine. 

The house salad ($7) and the grilled 
salmon salad ($12) both showcase another 
aspect of J.J. Foley’s move to bistro cuisine: 
too much dressing. It’s not a bad dressing, 
though, and the nice slice of salmon, per- 
haps a little overdone but crusty, makes the 
latter salad a light lunch or dinner. It was 
also dressed up with morsels of artichoke, 
red and white onion, and cherry tomato. 
For bar-food fans, a combination appetizer 
($13) turned up typical versions of chicken 
wings, cheese-stuffed potato skins, mozza- 
rella sticks, and such. 

The real test of frying was fish and 
chips ($14), ordinarily not two things that 
can be fried at the same oil temperature. 
The British Isles versions — employed 
here — work because the heavy breading 
can survive the high oil temperature need- 
for good fried potatoes. Foley’s the 
fried potatoes are exemplary, full-flavored, 
steak-cut, skin-on, and semi-crisp. The 
fish our night was two filets of pollock, 
one of which tasted like it was getting on 
in fridge age. The large portion solved this 
problem: I simply ate the other, fresher 
filet. Cole slaw ($3 as a side dish) was un- 
usually excellent. Perhaps it’s made with a 
touch of curry powder? 

Pizza is not usually the way to goin an 
Irish pub, but the bistro leanings pay off 
here with thin, crisp crust, and perfectly 
rendered toppings on a tricky shrimp pizza 
special ($10). Divide it up for an excellent 


appetizer. 


OUR RATING 

Excellent 

Poor 


Back on the Irish theme, bangers and 
mash ($11) was a classic mix of the stodgy 
sausages and okay (but not transcendent) 
mashed potatoes. The same potatoes 
weren't enough to absorb an excess of salt 
in the shepherd's pie ($14). It could be fixed 
the day the chef reads this review, as the 
mixture of chopped beef and lamb (1 think) 
was otherwise in proper order. 

Not feeling Irish? The classic burger 
($9.50) is almost that, only bigger — maybe 
a pound before cooking, with lettuce, to- 
mato, mayonnaise, and those wonderful 
fries. pastrami sandwich special ($9) was 
boiled pastrami, alas, but somewhat re- 
deemed by the fact that the sandwich was 
grilled, like a Reuben. 

There’s a wisp of a wine list, not big 
enough to panic the regulars, but the real 
treats are on draft, such as a clean Guin 
ness ($4.25) served in a Magners cider glass, 
which is about the same shape as the ca 
nonical Guinness pint. 

Desserts include a chocolate c 


an apple crisp ($7) that isn’t 


mostly ice cream, and chocoiate-banana 
bread pudding ($7) that must be made 
from cake crumbs to get its homogenized, 
steamed pudding-like texture. It tastes like 
British Isles pudding. 

Service on two early weeknight visits 
was everything one could ask for, but the 
place was nearly empty both nights. So we 
ate at a quiet bar, something nearly extinct 
in the hub of the universe. The loudest 
sound was the narration on a television 
tuned to sports. Fortunately, the owners 
hadn't read deeply enough into the bistro- 
ization manual to find out that the cool 
cats keep the sports on without sound. 

The décor keeps the best of the old 
(tin ceiling) and adds modern bare brick, 
quarry tile, and dark-wood booths and 
chairs — always in good taste. Right now 
J.J. Foley’s is an undiscovered bargain in 
the South End. If the recession keeps re- 
ceding, there'll be lines out the door and 
the owners of real bistros will be sneaking 
in to steal the format. Ironically, the big 
portions and moderate prices are obvious, 
while the smidgeon of bistro DNA in the 
sauced corned beef and cabbage is apt to 
evade detection. © 


Robert Nadeau can be reached at RobtNadeau@aol.com. 


FOLEY’S CAFE 


617.728.9101 

117 EAST BERKELEY STREET, BOSTON 
OPEN MON-SAT, PM; AND 
SUN, 10 AM-10 PM 

AE, Di, OC, MC, 


FULL BAR 
VALET PARKING 
SIDEWALK-LEVEL ACCESS 


$16-$22 

$$$ $23-$30 
$$$$ $31 and 


Based on average 
entrée price 


Continued from previous page 
combinations, but an all-Italian focus 
grounds chef Charles Draghi's distinc 
tive approach, and a well-organized 
waitstaff can translate. You'll want to 
Tememiber that mormora is a flavorful 
Mediterranean sea bass, and that razor 
clams can be sandy. You won't have 
any problern picking out the chocolate 
gianduja for dessert. And you won't fill 
up too much, either, since the sauces 
run on vegetable essences rather than 
butter, cream, or olive oil. Innovative 
all-Italian wine list, too. 

ROADHOUSE CRAFT BEER & BAR- 
BECUE | 1700 Beacon St, Brookline | 
617.487.4289 | $12-$21 | The real news 

at this Publick House spinoff is that 
onetime giant Vinny T.’s has been set 
up with 40 (yes, four-oh) taps of the 
finest American craft beers (and a few 
Belgians). The barbecue part needs 
some adjustments, but we're confident 
about the meltingly tender brisket, 
and surprisingly enthusiastic about the 
deep-fried baby-back ribs. The sleeper 
side dish is sweet-potato fries. There 
are no desserts or take-out, and not a 
lot of décor, but this is a Mecca for beer 
aficionados, Okay, not a Mecca — a 
Dublin? They're American craft brews, 
so maybe a Seattle 

WINSOR DIM SUM CAFE St. 
Boston | 617.338.1688 | $2-$17 | Winsor is 
the place to have dim sum when you 
know enough not to need to point at the 


dishes you want. Instead of the 


of snacks 


COOKS eV 


greer 


BOKX 109 | 39 


Newton | 61 4.3399 | $28 


wrong with fried calamari 


reven be 
p), and the red-velvet cu 


ch 
dessert. Because it's in a hotel, you can 
wear anything 
MACHU PICCHU CHARCOAL CHICKEN 
& GRILL | 25 Union Square, Somerville 
617.623.7972 | $6-$14 | Cheap Peruvian 
food, wi tic and meat-and 
utral iterr 
ie chicken. Sor 


potatoes dishes 
brined rot 
betweer 


ables makes it fancier than 
your average ethnic storefront, as well 
TAMARIND BAY COASTAL CUISINE 
1665 Beacon St, Brookline | 617.277.1752 
$15~-$25 | Tamarind Bay's second location 
features more seafood , superb vege 
ian entrées, milder spicing, and a gen 
erally shorter menu than the Harvard 
Square original. Even so, it still steps 
from the black-and-white of Boston's 
Indian restaurants into the Technicolor 
of Oz. The best food here, such as the 
seared scallop or cabbage chitwa appe 
tizers and the Mangalorean lobster and 
lalla musa dal entrées, is what modern 
gourmets in India go out for 

THE MELTING POT | 76 Arlington St 
(Park Plaza Hotel), Boston | 617.357.7007 
| $19-$36 | The Melting Pot offers a bril 
liant way for dates and groups to spend 
an evening, but is way too complicated 
for actual dining. It's like a giant buf. 
fet. Since the cheap wines are the only 
thing you can order in isolation, get 
yourself a nice South American red 

or white, and try to get as few other 
things as you can. It's not easy. The 
servers are very accommodating, so 
maybe you could put a large bill on the 
table and say: “Bring us a simple cheese 


fondue, no salad, a pot of broth and ce 
dar-plank salmon, and a dark-chocolate 


fondue with nothir 


BOSTON PHOENIX | NEWS + FEATUR ECEMBER 19, 2 8 21 
3 
upscale steak house in the suburbs, but 
cakes, 
scal ter, a veal 
but bananas.” It 
would be worth it to avoid the seven ad 
ditional types of protein, eight sauces 
and the seven other thir you dip in 23 
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AUTOMOTIVE 


MOTORCYCLES SCOOTERS 


2003 H-D 


BUY_ 
SELL_ 
TRADE 


Computers_Tecw 


FREE NINTENDO WII!! 


1-800-816-2232 (arn 


GET A NEW COMPUTER 


NOW Cali 800-803-8819 


EMPLOYMENT 


Generar 


$600 WEEKLY POTEN- 
TIALSSS 


BARTEND!!! 


Training provided 800-965- 
6520 X276 


DATA ENTRY PROCES- 
SORS NEEDED 


Ea Weekly 


SSSHELP WANTEDSS$S 


1-800- 
405-7619 ext. 150 » 


MOVIE EXTRAS NEEDED 


800-340-8404... 


POST OFFICE NOW HIR- 
‘NG! 


866-616-7013. 


TEACH ENGLISH ABROAD! 
English teachers are still in high 
demand worldwide. Become 


TEFL certified in Prague 4-week 


TODAYiS ECONOMY WILL 
CREATE MANY WEALTHY 


PEOPLE 
No Ex ary, N 
WRITERS WANTED 


e eight week 
a a m in alt-weekly 
e wr en pa 
w chosen and pa 


ana a 
na 
altacademy 
e A m be 
N we e y a 
MODELING 


MOVIE EXTRAS NEEDED 


SALES_MARKETING 


IMMEDIATE OPENING 


For full time a , 
re e year in the field of a 
— 


NEW RESIDENTIAL MASTERPIECE MASTER PLANNED COMMUNITY. 


Directions: | R 


Or 


EGAL 
NOTICES 


Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Department 


SUFFOLK Division Docket 
No. 08P2386GN 


NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN OF MEN- 
TALLY ILL PERSON 


table person be appointed 


guar to serve without surety 
f the on with the authority 
administer an tic med 
ations in ac with the 
treatment pian -with the author 


N 
kK IN F NOON 
A N january 15 

ae ‘ eve 4 


Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Department 

SUFFOLK Division 
Docket No. 08P23S1EP1 


the Estate of CARMEM 


FOR PROBATE OF WILL 


To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, a 
petition has been presented 


a document purporting to the 


he C y of SUFFOLK ¢ 
me other suitable person be 
appointed executrix, named in 


he will to serve without surety 


F YOU DESIRE TO OBJECT 
THERETO, YOU OR YOUR AT 


TORNEY MUST FILE A WRITTEN 


N SAID COURT 


N OR BEFORE TEN 


N january 15, 2 
a n u must file a 

written affidavit of obje 
e pe stating 

facts and grounds upon which 


the objection is based, within 


ty (30) days after the return 


other time as the 
urt, on motion with notice to 
the petitioner, may allow) in ac 


ordance with Probate Rule 16 


WITNESS, HON. JOHN M 
SMOOT, ESQUIRE, First justice 


if said Court at BOSTON this 


Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts 

The Trial Court 

Probate and Family Court 
Department 

SUFFOLK Division Docket 
No. 08CO03S1CA1 


e Matte AHERAAMIN 
' e ( y of SUFFOLK 


NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME 


nm a petition described 
A petition has been presented by 


TAHERA AMIN praying that TA 


HERA AMIN of N int 
punty of SUFFOLK be allowed 


to change her name as follows 


TAHERA AMIN To TA 


THERETO, YOU OR YOUR AT 
TORNEY MUST FILE A WRITTEN 


APPEARANCE IN COURT 


AT BOSTON ON OR BEFORE TEN 
CK IN THE FORENOON 


(10:00 AM) ON JANUARY 15, 2009 


Ni JOHN M. SM 
QUIRE, First tice of said 
N this day, De 
8 e 
ate 


WELLNESS 


Licenseo Massace 
THERAPY 


**BELMONT** 
** MASSAGE** 


Special for the 


Season 
Body Zen 


238 Trapelo Rd. Beimont 


617-484-1788 


GREAT MASSAGE 
Michael in Savin H 


$75/ HR or $30/90 min 


617-504-3131 Creat 


OLIVIA'S GARDEN 
PARADISE 


Massage / Sw 


Tant 


16) 617-747- 
4461 


ORIENTAL THERAPEUTIC 
MASSAGE 
(617)479-8851 


INTRODUCING THE 
NEWEST BUILDING AT 
OVERLOOK RIDGE 


STUDIO, ONE AND 
TWO BEDROOM 
RENTALS AVAILABLE 


www.alterraoveriook.com 


ASK ABOUT OUR 
CONSTRUCTION INCENTIVES 


ROSELAND 


866-639-5380 


READVILLE - HYDE PARK 


gie family home, 3 bdrm 


HYPNOTHERAPY 


BROOKLINEHYPNOSIS. SERVICES 
peo ess steel, finished basement OFFERED 


1-866-BackSub or 1-866-222 


5782. Lose weight, stop S baths, huge driveway, gigan 
pression 


onfidence. et 


backyard, quiet neighbor 


d, walk to T. $18 month AvopTion 
music_ PREGNANT? CONSIDER- 
SHOWBIZ_ ING ADOPTION? 


Talk with caring agency specia 


ARTS ROOMMATES 


izing in matching Birthmothers 


jonwide. LIV 


with Families na 


ING EXPENSES PAID. Cali 24/7 


Gics 


Abbyis One True Gift Adoptions 


Rooms AVAILABLE 


SINGER AVAILABLE 
Tenor singer, 38 y/o look _ Arad SOMERVILLE 


a startup a cappella pr 
Oldies, Boys, Classic Rock/Por Seeks a nonsmoker, kid 


866-413-6293. (AAN CAN) 


Epucation 
or Classic Rock band Good friendly, female student or 
ks and strong voice. Mark 4 
978) 979-8908 fessional to rent bdrm, by HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
) y. Serious inquiries Fast, Affordable & Accred 
REHEARSAL SPACE y. SS mth Avail. Nov Ist ted FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 


617-276-6678 


1-888-583-210 www cont 


nentalacademy.com (AAN CAN 


SOUND MUSEUM 

We beat all prices. Play where 

the Pros Play 2 Loca WEST NEWTON 
ASAP. Prof. m/f room 

So. End. 


soundmuseum net 


9 www 


SHIATSU MASSAGE 
REJUVENATION 
AND RELAXATION 


te wanted to share a nice 2 


apt. in a 2 family house in 


REAL W.Newton. The apt is clean and 


sunny with a large kitchen, liv 
ESTATE ng room, backyard with hard 


wood floors and 0/W, some 


The Best Chinese 
Qi Gong Back Rub 
Neck & Body rub 

Foot massage also available 


For men and women) 


ge and free parking. The 


apt. is close to all stores the 
APARTMENTS_RENTALS 


commuter rail and bus stops 
All NEW 28R HEAT INCL! and is located in a nice area. The 
$1200 . Located in Unique Hair 
plus some utilities Place, 17A Hudson St 
Boston (Chinatown 
Open 10am-7pm 
Cash or Credit Card. 
617-728-3168 


Renovated Large 2BR apart 


ment. Hardwood/tile. OW, V\ The living climate is low key and 


respectful, please call for fur 


the 617-859-3310 


INTRODUCING THE NEWEST 
| i BUILDING AT HARBORVIEW 


AR >t . Located in the heart of the 
HARBORVIEW 


www. harborviewnavyyard.com 


NEW RESIDENTIAL MASTERPIECE 
HISTORIC BACKDROP 


first 


hic 
smipya 


ston waterfront 


with sleek European- 
t 


f ed J ular views. And it's a 
{ r € Jelightful diversions 
y front ré cacies of modern life 


Studio, one and two bedroom and penthouse deluxe rentals available 
with one parking space included. Starting at $2,000. 


ROS 


ONARY LIFESTYLE 


re 
: 22 EMBER 19. 2 8 | NEWS + FEATUR THE BOSTON PHOENIX ® 
AAN CAN ast w ft said decedent be Dn 
feail Fat woth Annive proved and allowed, and that 
v MA x 
2 ey@gma DESIRE TC BJECT 
f BRIGHTON 
ks talent alists and CLOCK IN THE FORENOON *°8 
ava NOW aptioned matter alleging that said 
RUTH LEWIS of BRIGHTON in the 
t Bad N edit N thet 
plus housing and trave 
AAN CAN allowances. F formation and 
5 
TORNEY MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
Jay, December 10, 2008. Richard 
CAN 
i 
‘ 
« 
=. 
a www.roselandproperty.com ‘ \ 
y ext Alt pctly visible from highway and 1/10 of a mile off ramp 
| 
{ 
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CHINA MASSAGE 
617-773-4658 


299 Newport Ave. 


Quincy, MA 


2noFL #9 

www. massageinquincy. com Quincy, MA 
(RUGHT ACROSS FROM THE 
617-847-8988 


FOREVER UNG 


Body Rub 

Asian Body Work 

Massage Therapy 

Hot Stone 
(licensed) 


81-308-60 


17872 Bedie Street Quincy Mata 


617-472-8088 


319-321 Newport Ave. ~ Quincy, MAR 


# i 
RELAX TIME 
Auburn St. Massage Health 
Watertown, 
617-393-9777 
days 
10am-9pm 


Fully Licensed 


72 Kneeland St 
Suite 405 
Boston, MA 
(Chinatown) 
617-595-3676 
10 am 8 pm 
7 Days / Week 


By Appointment Only 


Licensed 


LOCAL DATELINE 


DATE 


Listen to 1000's of Local Singles FREE! 


Boston 
617.338.9990 


Gay Locals 
617.423.6666 


FREE code 9582 


For other c 


pes call 
(888) MegaMates 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ 


CHINESE BEST 
MASSAGE 
massage) 
258 Elm St. 
Davis Sq. 
617 381 4850 


5 Knapp St, Boston 
Chinatown, MA 


7 Days/Week 
10am-8:30pm 


617-777-1082 


Massage Spa 


Foot Massage and Body Work 


617 926 2188 
115 Mt. Auburn Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 

7 Days 10 A.M. to 10 P.M. 


www . sakuramassagespa -com 
Fully Licensed 


BEAUTIFUL 
ASIAN GIRL 


ORIENTAL 
MAASSAGE 


617-689-0060 


21 School Street, Quincy 
FREE PARKING 


Acupressure/Sh 


617-924-9371 


©2008 Pc LLC 


Offering professional massage and 


body work provided licensed 
CHINESE TUINA 


masseuse. Conveniently located 


61 7-935-5636 304 Union St. 
657 Franklin Rockland 


Framingham MA 01754 


GOLDEN WATER 


Massage Therapist THA! MASSAGE 


781-648-1358 
Thai Massage Style 


Ipen 7 Day 


Massage 


617-599-9863 
398 Trapeio Rd 


400 Mass Ave Unit 1 
Arlington, MA 


826 Mass Ave ~ Arlington 
9:30am-|Opm Daily 


781-646-1020 


Fully Licensed 


Hot Spring 
Beauty 
Massages 
Facials 
Nails 
Waxing 


Grew HotSpringBeouty.com 


Fully Ucensed 


1667 Mass Ave. 
21+ 


mS | 
elaxing special body 2 
New young Asian girl 
~ 
- st ‘ > 
Sakura 
TISSUE 
617-924-8600 
aon ST. Wa 4 


ST 


1-on-1, web personals. 


1_Call 617.450.8620 
1.800.232.4581 and use 
major credit debit card 


Call 1.900.226.4492 
It’s only $2.39/minute. 18+ 


PLACE YOUR OWN 


1.800.310.5995 call 
our hour automated service 


617.859.3283 


FREE ADS Free ads placed in this se 
every week. Be sure to renew y 


fresh. GUIDELINES Personals are f 


SECOND TIME AROUND 

Vivacious, funny, sexy blonde, 50s, S'S’ 
curvaceous figure. long hair, big blue 
eyes, seeks tall, rugged yet sensitive 
DWM, w/sense-of-humor andsmile to 
showcase it, 47-52, a lifetime of adven- 
ture. 1220367 


CHECK ME OUT! 

Oown-to-earth SWF, 48, S'S", non- 
smoker, artist, enjoys movies, music 
dining out, and beachwalking. Seeking 
laid-back. easygoing SWM. 35-65.non 
smoker, for casual Gating pos 
sible long-term relationship. Honesty a 
must! 1257882 


TAKE a CHANCE 
SWF. $5. non-smoker, no children, in- 
terested in meeting SWM. 53-55, non 
smoker. for frendship possibly leading 
to a senous retationship ‘Tr287099 


CALL Me 

SHF. 47. 5'4” enjoys working out, long 
walks on the beach, quiet evenings at 
home. Looking for a SM, 45-SO, who er: 
joys the same things | do EP294534 
SEEKS A GREEK MAN 

‘SWF. S7_N/S, divorced, has own piace. 
grown kids, seeks Greek-Amencan 
man, 50-70, to share life with. Let's 
meet 


CONCORD (NH) CUTIE 

Very pretty OWF, young-looking 70. 
average weight. N/S. long bionde/ 
blue. great personality, can relocate for 
love. seeks SM, 70-78, N/S,S10"-62 


for LTR, Slight handicap ok. ‘tr980178 


€vED GRUNETTE 

average height /weight. N/S 
seeks secure gentiernan, 60-60. Italian 
@ plus, N/S. who enjoys travel, dancing, 
gardening 


SINGLE MOM 

SF, 31, one daughter, into sports and 
having a good time. Looking for a 
man, 25-3 with the same inter 
ests, 1295351 

ATTRACTIVE ITALIAN WOMAN 
DWF. S3Xlooks 45) really, Ti6lbs. 
slender, fit. nc Niidren, N/S. social 
drinker, homeowner. financially and 


SW 


emotionally secure, with manyinter 


M, 50-60, with similar 
TR. 
LOOKING FOR A MATE 


SBF seeks someone exciting, sponta 


neous, intellectually stimulating, ad: 
venturous, who likes travel and more. 
to be my someone special 25-4 
T6721 


BEAUTIFUL BROWN EVES 


T131288 


FRIEND AND LOVER 

Lonely SWF, 40, attractive, ath 
\etic, assertive, adventurous, open 
minded, caring, enjoys playing cards 
board games, beaches. rollerblading 
horses,hiking, travel, movies, dining 
out. Seeking companionship, possibly 
long-term relationship, with SWM. 
35-45, muscular, weight-lifting type. 
w/blue, green, or hazel eyes. Dorchester 
area. TF283591 


WARM AND LIVELY 

OWF, 52, S'S", red/blue, active, creative, 
loving, passionate, funny, likes to read. 
walk, dance, go to movies, weekend 
get-a-ways, etc Seeks asingle man who 
is 35-65, a non-smoker, with similar in- 
terests, for casual dating, and maybe 
more. Rhode island. EP288396 


ARE THE 1 FOR ME? 

BF. single mother, 38. legally blind but 
very independent. non-smoker, D/D:- 
free. | enjoy walks along the beach, eat 
ing out, swimming, the outdoors and 
more Seelang serious monogamous 
relationship, possibly more with SM. 
30-45. who likes children and animals. 


Race unimportant. 


SENSE OF HUMOR A MUST 

SBF, slender and athletic, mara 
thon runner, enjoys outdoors, canoeing 
up the Charles, climbing mountains 
travel Seeking well-read. philosophi 
cal, Communicative Renaissance man 
48-65, who cares about the environ: 
ment. likes the Patnots. {288205 


YOU ON ONLY | LIVE ONCE 
So have fun with me 48year old. attrac 
tive SF fun, adventurous. loves to trav 


el, seeks friendship first 


RUNS WITH SCISSORS 

60s, iconoclast interested in the- 
atre, movies, outdoors, art. spirituality 
Seeking emotionally aware. politically 
liberal, humorous Man vathsirnilar in 
terests. Mensch a plus. 2926274 


SOUTH SHORE 

SWF 46, bionde/green, slightly 
overweight looking to meet a down 
to-earth respectful man. height and 
weight is not problem, who likes to 
enjoy life.| like cooking, dining out. long 


walk. Looking for soulmate. if inter 
ested please call 
SOBER 


IWF. $0. seeks 42-56. non-dnink 
er, no drugs, for fun, trusting relation 
2Sibs ke dogs. moves. 
travel Please be employed.and have a 
great sense of humor 215987 


ATTRACTIVE | BLONDE 


WF, $7, S'2" full-figured, non-smoker, 
Kes out, movies, traveling 
Seeking tallish SWM, 50-60, construc 


tion worker type, for friendshipfirst 
maybe more. South shore area onty 


VF, SOs, S'S”, 150ibs, light complexion. 
dark shoulder length hair, hazel eyes. 
likes dining out, movies, beach in the 
surmmer Seeking SWM, 44-S8.with 
similar interests. 12172406 


PRETTY IN PORTLAND 

Professional SWF, S4, seeks SWM. 
50-60, for fun, companionship, pn< 
sible long-term rejationship. Enjoys 
cooking, walking bicycling, movies. 
dancing. and more! Be within 25-miles 
of Portiand. 1245089 


ATTRACTIVE SCORPIO 

Attractive DWF, $3, short, brown/ 
brown, seeks companionship with 
SWM, who is kind, caring and honest 
as | am for possible long-term reiation- 
ship.Portiand, ME. £P187491 


DEVOTED CARING WOMAN 
Attractive SWF, 35, long brown/ 
brown, beautiful smile, non-smoker, N/ 
Kids, honest. kind.affectionate. good: 
hearted, enjoys cooking, nature.travel, 
dirung in/out. bowling, quiet evenings. 
Seeking honest, caring gentleman, 
for possible long-term relationship. 
‘Tr283104 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 

Sincere, intethgent. sensitive, and very 
Caring, interests include people, mu- 
sic, philosophy, cooking: looking for a 
gentleman. 55-70, with qualities. You 
won't be disappointed. Thank you. 
‘TP476812 


GOLDEN GIRL 

Romantic, slim, blonde SWF, 40-some- 
thing, enjoys music, beaches, dining 
out, romance. Seeking attractive, in 
shape S/DWM, 45-55, mediurn-athiet: 
ic build, for serious, romantic relation 


ship. 1472769 


G.1. JANE SEEKS JOE 

SWF, SS, average build, white/ 
blue, N/S, likes movies, outdoors, long 
power walks. Seeking SWM 50-60. 
whos kind. well-educated. military 
background preferred, for friendship 
first maybe more. North shore area. 
17291494 


BACK AND BETTER .. 
then ever. Sociable jewish woman. 41 
brown/brown, intelligent, attrac 
tive, pretty, with lots of interests, ern 
ployed as part-time nanny andstudent. 
loves concerts, reading, music, playing, 
watching sports, fitness, cooking and 
more. Seeking active, compatible, intel 
ligent gentiernan to share lifes adven 


tures. ‘17253691 


FRIENDSHIP ‘ROMANCE 
OWF, 40, petite, no children, propor 
tionate, youthful, long blonde hair, likes 
party's, coffee and good conversatio 
outdoors and more. Seekingcom 


patible, caring man to share talks 
good times and then who knows 
253929 
LIKE TO MEET you 

to have fun, taking in live music 
comedy. some shows. | ais 


spc ke walking ai 


wouid live to have 
and see where it takes us. |'m tall a 
ety with long dark hair and big 
eyes, $3. Looking for someone 


ARE YOU THE ONE? 


‘7260390 


METRO WEST GAL 

OWF, 60, pretty, caring, feminine, out 
going, S'S”, blonde, seeks SWM, 63-70. 
N/S. enjoys action movies, country mu: 
Sic, outdoors, interesting talks,nature 
walks and Red Sox ‘7854561 


LOVELY (SELF 

lam a nice lady looking for a nice man. 
| have a chocolate complexion, I'm lov 
ing, cating, very attractive, understand: 
ing, and supportive ‘t279760 


ARE You ouT THERE? 
Single woman seeking « monogamous 
man who likes fun times together 


travel, and more! 


MEDSTUDENT 
Seeking Afncan-Amencan Med stu 
dent for dating and fnendship Sing 


e 

African-American female. outgoing 

graduate student, into the arts and 
utdoors, would like to meet similar 
ae. TP271649 


LOVELY SHAPELY BLONDE 


VF feminine. refined. witty 


‘19289757 


ANYONE OUT THERE? 

Caring, kind SF, 70, living on the South 
Shore, 120ibs, 5'2°, tired of being alone 
enjoys walks, beaches, dining and long 
dnves Seeking happy.loving gentierian 
65-70, to share happiness. ‘252517 


CARPE DIEM 
Fun-loving DWF, 46, loves the finer 
thungs in life. meeting and more Would 


ike to meet a WM. 46-57, for friend: 
ship first. possibly leading toromance 
‘1300762 

EDUCATED VIOLINIST 

SWF, $3, single mom, smoker. look 
for SWM, 45-65, who has feet on 
the ground. | worked as bio-chemist 
teacher, nurse, security guard and 


mother 


LoTs¢ OF | LOVE AND PASSION 

Attractive SWPF, 43. N/S, intelligent, 
slim, long hair, educated. hobbies 
include theater and travel, dancing 
music, enjoys passion And quiet times 


Southcoast MA. ‘EP115522 


LOVING 
Blonde SWF, early slim, S'S” out: 
going, looking for a loving, honest, out 
going man, 59-75, who enjoys dining, 
dancing, travel. movies. NorthShore 
area. TP282384 

TAKE A LOOK 

Loving lady, 41. mom of teen, has lots 
to offer, warm-hearted, with beautiful 
eyes and great smile. self-employed. 
Seeking caring. secure, happy.light: 
hearted, romantic SM, to share life. 
love, LTR? 


SWPF, 35, light brown/hazel, ath- 
letic, enjoys playing soccer, the beach, 
skiing, watching sports. Looking for 
similar SWPM, 27-40, 5'9"+, toshare 
the good times in life. 2200158 


LET'S MEET UP! 

SBF, 39, S'9’. attractive, looking for hon- 
est, successful male, 35-45, any nation- 
ality, for retationship. Call if you want to 
meet and 


BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 

SWF, 57, blonde/biue, 

joys reading, long walks movies, coffee 
shops and simple pleasures Seeking a 
nice guy with like interests forfriend- 
ship, fun and dates. %P251291 


WILL IT BE YOU? 

SWF, 42, RN, mom, blonde/brown, 
52°, enjoys beaches, walks, sports. 
dancing, movies and more. Looking for 
loving, outgoing, fun man who enjoys 
thesame, for friendship, good times, 
possible LTR. HP253496 


AVAILABLE, BUIT NOT. 
desperate. BF looking for that special 
someone, 46-48, who is not afraid to 
give love a second chance. One who 
has his priorities together, N/S, N/O. 
respectful, no children, outgoing 
‘Tr2sees3 


VERY ATTRACTIVE 
BF, in great shape, Born 
Again Christian, independent, looking 
for an attractive, independent man. 
28-40, who loves God. 1259287 
WHAT'S UP? 
SWM, 24, blue-green eyes, 5'9": looking 
for a SW/BF, 19-24, for fun and friend: 
ship, possibly more. 2261082 


VERY ; YOUTHFUL F FOR MY MY Ai AGE 

Tall WIWF, 60ish, dog owner/lover, 
enjoys classical music, movies, nature 
reading, playing piano, sightseeing 
woodland walks. Seeking affectionate. 


active SW, 65-80, N/S, N/D, to share 
companionship, for friendship, possibly 
more. 22602372 


SEEKING EMPLOYED MAN 
SBF. 40. looking for honest. nice man 
40-50, who likes children, getting out 


and being active 
SMART ANDSINGLE 


WIWF, 69-year-old pretty Italian, very 
active, great cook 


ving eet you 


urious if good men 


LONG-TERM RELATIONSHIP 
$3 


VERY CARING 


e 1266249 


HONEST WOMAN 

HF, 41, likes cooking, being at home and 
children. Would like to meet an hon- 
est man, 35-45, with similar interests, 
for possible lone-termretationship. 


WELL-EDUCATED 

Down-to-earth, easygoing BF. intelli- 
gent and family-onented, enjoys work- 
ing out, keeping healthy, the outdoors, 
more. Seeking very intelligent, educat 
ed, ambitious, fit, healthy WM, 39-59, 
who knows how to treat a woman. 
‘271509 


FRIENDSHIP FIRST 

WF. 44, likes jazz music, animals, read 
ing. history, more. Looking for WM, 
26-50. N/S. very light drinker. with no 
children. 22272755 


FLIRTING WITH FORTY 

SWF, 39. attractive. plus-sized, intelli 
gent and fun-loving, seeks SBM, 35-SS. 
who is honest. hardworking and down 
to-earth P271514 

SPON ‘ous 
Outgoing, fun-loving SWF, $3,N/S,N/D, 
N/Drugs, humorous, likes outdoors. 
dining, movies. sports. Seeking possible 
UTR with SWM, 48-60.%9277327 


MUSICIAN LOOKING 

My name is George, 47. | arn a profes: 
sional musician. I'm 61", 180ibs. | have 
jong, curly brown-haw and blue eyes. 
and I'm looking for SF, 37-57, forfrend: 
ship, companionship, maybe me. 

VERY ACTIVE 

‘SWM, SO, 5°10", likes sports, karaoke. 
Looking for SB/HF, 45-49, height/ 
weight proportionate, independent. 
with a job, for possible relationship 
Let's talk! €P298315 


ARE YOU OUTGOING? 

33, brown/green, light smoker. 
no children, self-employed, lives 
alone. Seeking SF, 25-47, who is not 
shy. TP298966 


ARE YOU THE ONE? 

Single white male, 53, 510", brown, 
blue. looking for a white female, 40-60 
for beaches, taking walks, and more 
Frendship, maybe more $¥299578 


BM, likes drawing, painting and more 
Wouid like to meet a very nice, honest 
down-to-earth, fit woman, 30-55. | en 
joy tennis, art museums, cooking and 
romance. 


Hi GUYS 
Attractive, active SWF, 66, ST”, shapely. 
likes, travel, dancing, movies, cycling 
walks and more. Looking for active 
SWIM, 5'9"+ to share the goodtirnes in 
life. TP253000 

SEXY SWF... 

37, brown/brown, 190!bs, educated 
mother, looking to meet a new and in- 
teresting BM, 35-42. who enjoys mov 
ies, kids, and more. 


10% PUERTO RICAN 

SHF, 36, BBW, six kids, honest. faithful, 
truthful, looking for a SB/HM, 29-50. 
who will love me for me. £2279086 


DOMINICAN WOMAN 

Educated SHF, SI, no children, non- 
smoker, loves God and church, dining, 
travel, life. Seeking SM, 25-55, sare 
interests. 2279266 


Good G GIRL 

SHF, enjoys exercise, walks and ro- 
mantic evenings at home, cooking and 
more. Looking for honest guy, 40-50, 
with similar interests. 


HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
OF, 46, S72’, 45ibs, blonde/biue, two 
children not living with me, seeks LTR 
with SWM, 36-48. 29281785 


ARE YOU OUTSPOKEN? 

jamaican woman, enjoys reading, 
dancing occasionally, quiet evenings at 
hore and more. Would like to meet 
@ down-to-earth man, 28-44, with a 
good sense of humor. 42283671 


NEW BEDFORD AREA A+ 

Country bumpkin SWM, 44, seeks 
country girl for line dancing! I'm 
S'S: O/O-free, black/blue, enjoy 
music, kids, animals, cooking, long 
conversation,auctions, coffee, long 
walks, outdoors. Seeking easygoing 
lady, 30-50, for friendship, dating, 
hopefully long-term relationship 


GIVE ME ACALL! 

SWM, 48, 5°10". smoker, professional, 
hopes to meet a nice guy, 30-65, to 
go out and share good times togeth 
er 


THE REAL MEANING. .. 

of life, love, music, literature, science 
prevents us fromm missing minor things. 
Good-looking, S710" slender, caring, 
sensual, friendly, creative SWM, 61, en- 
joys beaches, forests. movies. frends. 
NPR/PBS, more, and favorite Bach 
for celebrating happiness. Seeking 
idealistic, spicy, natural.trim optimist 


ONE OF A KIND 

Unique, big-hearted, very giving. lov 
able, full of life, positive SWM, 45, 
wants the love of ry life to share and 
care. Tons of fun and laughter won't be 


disappointed. TP267345 


SIMPLE KIND OF MAN 

Carpenter, 45, non-smoker, booze 
and drug-free for 26years, 5°10", mus: 
cular, fit, intelligent, talkative, pas 
sionate and adventurous, seeking S, 
OF 35-50, HWP. to go to dinner and 
dancing, watch momes together while 
holding hands, cuddle with at night 


‘278978 
SEEKING RELAT 1ONSHIP 


bright. caring, at 


2 seeks his counterpart, ar 
petite, relationship-minded 
woman, 60-70, for all the possibilitie 
TP130416 

NICE GUY 
fun. 301921 


WANTED: LEGGY VEGGIE 

SBM, 35, 1S0ibs, non-smoker, veg 
etarian, music-tover, quiet, cute, classy 
tasteful, mannerty, enjoys cooking, 
cleaning, movies, sports,exercise, long 
drives. Seeking beautiful, sensual. fair 
skinned fernale, non-smoker, vegetar 
ian, with great legs! ‘P301481 


KIND AND GENUINE 
Communicative, extroverted, affection 
ate, also urban, artsy, and very funny 
SWNM. 57, considered very good-looking 
looks 47. Seeking SWF, 40-55. to bemy 
future best friend. She is kindest to her- 
self and kind to others. fP112555 


WITH MY LOVE 

43, black hair, brown eyes, thin, 
dimples in cheeks, radio deejay, enjoys 
dining out, dancing, movies, hoiding 
hands with someone special Seeking 
SWF, 43-37, with similar interests. Pea- 
body MA. 


FRIENDS OR MORE 

SM, 22, dirty blond /brown, 6: mechanic 
looking for a SF, 18-32, who is outgoing, 
has a good attitude, enjoys life to the 
fullest. 28254733 


BLUE-COLLAR 

SWM, 51, sincere, bright, fun, tall, 
handsome, romantic, clean-cut Italian, 
enjoys working on fast old cars, the SOs 
era, historv. Seeks sincere.warm, fun S/ 
OWF. 8256322 


GENUINE ARTICLE 

Caring, down-to-earth SWM, 49, good 
SOH, enjoys movies, music, and Red 
Sox. Seeks outgoing, cute, kind SWF 
N/S, who laughs easily. 27936840 


NW BOSTON SUBURBS 

Lonely SWM, young 605, nice person 
seeks partner in love. | am 6; educated 
and intelligent. Please be attractive. 
age in same area. ‘THB36650 


SINC GOOD HEART 

SWM, 53, S'Tl’, smoker, seeks WF 
25-35, smoker, for long-term retation 
ship. | like big-ball bowding, walks on the 
beach. Seeking good-humored, local: 
gal, tall and slender, for home-cooked 
meals, good conversation. 


ARE YOU MY MATCH? 

SWM, 48, 140ibs, physically fit and 
active. likes outdoors, mountain biking, 
swimming, hockey. Looking for SWF. 
35-42, same interests. 47290598 


FRIEND AND LOVER 

Handsome WPM, SO, 190ibs, 
non-smoker, seeks the company of 
attractive female, for occasional din- 
ing, heartfet conversations, etc. Race 
open, Kids ok. 22291231 


ARE WE A MATCH? 

SWM, 28, 57°. 190ibs, brown/biue, 
likes movies, hanging out. bars, taking 
walks, beaches. Seeking similar SW/ 
HF, 18-30. 

WORTH A SHOT 

6) 200!bs, brown/biue, not a bad look: 
ing guy, social-drinker, 0/D-free. hon 
est, great SOH/personality, semi-pro 
poker player. Enjoys working out. Well 
read, intelligent, articulate. In search 
of someone who has substance. that 
doesn't mind taking a chance. Must be 
28-48. Because of my profession | have 
a hard time dating. If you're somewhat 
attractive and really not into hip hop. 
give me a call. 


MR. CLEAN 

SWM, SO, 130ibs, non-smoker, 
light drinker, health conscious germa- 
phobe. seeking like-minded fernale for 
long-term relationship. | likecooking, 
gardening, biking, walking dancing 
singing, music, art, science, nature 


DROP ME A LINE 

SWM, 55, never mamied, no kids. 
educated, enjoys reading, movies, 
traveling and politics. Seeking edu 
cated woman, 40-52, with similar inter: 
ests. TP181588 

REAL 

Make a connection with an educated 
and fit SBPM, 57" 46Jove movies, 
dining out or in, and sports. You are 
an independent, easy-going woman. 
35-50, seeking companionship. 
72213619 


SEEKING FRIENDS FIRST 
42-year-old man, brown hair, blue 
green eyes, S'S” looking to get to 
know an honest woman, 36-42, for 
friendship, movies, dinners and more. 
tf you respond, please leave a name 
number, and a brief description. All calls 
retumed. 


GOOD INTENTIONS 

SWW, 40s, brown hair, brown eyes with 
@ moustache, fit, intelligent. wants 
kids, outgoing, like most activities, hon- 
est and loyal. Seeks SWF, slim family- 
oriented, wants kids, fun, romantic 
and happy, for long-term relationship. 


NICE GENTLEMAN 

SBM, 38, non-smoker, N/Drugs, child- 
less, loves boxing, wrestling, baseball 
football, soccer, bowling, travel, movies, 
dining out, the beach. Seekingspecial 
lady, non-smoker, N/Drugs, race open. 
who enjoys reggae/rap/r&b music, 
must love pets. Friendship first. pos: 
sible long-term reiationship, leading to 
mariage. T¥948959 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 

GWM, 47, 5'8”, 190ibs, very honest, 
enjoys working out, beaches. walks. 
Seeking companionship with sincere 
GM, age/race open, with similar in- 
terests.Friendship first, maybe more. 


GYM JOCK 

40-year-old BM, good-looking, shaved- 
head. 180ibs, straight, masculine, 
muscular type. into lifting, biking, run- 
ning. Seeking similar in shape WM, 
for friendship. Cambridge/Watertown 
area. TF209790 


LET'S HANG OUT! 

41, 5'6" 220ibs, smoker, seeks 
a GM, 25-50, race is not important, 
for fnendship leading to companion: 
2294474 


LET’s Go OuT! 

CWM, $8. looking for another fun GWM. 
30-40, who stays in shape, enjoys quiet 
times, and is most importantly, caring 
and loving. 


BUTTON-FLY LEVIS S01 
All-American “French/Greek” top cat 
enjoys travel, history, foreign languag 
es, dining in and out, cooking, swirn- 
ming, exercise, jogging. reading, intense 
conversation with that special person 
Seeking passive yet assertive guy, 
25-55, who loves to wear tight jeans 
and white jockey briefs. 4301190 


NICE GUYS OUT THERE? 

SBM, 46, non-smoker, 6. new to the 
scene, enjoys movies, quiet times 
Seeking honest, sincere, extremely 
patient SBM, 40-60, to help me expe 
riencethis new aspect of myself. Mar 
tha’s Vineyard. 4°260621 


BEST FRIEND 

GF, 50+, seeks same with sincere, car- 
ing heart, sense of hurnor a must. 
Looking for that special lady in my 
life. Stoneham/North Shore area pre- 
ferred 


SEEKING A FRIEND 

SF, 27, family-oriented, easygoing, nice, 
spontaneous, romantic and fun, took- 
ing for similar lady to get to know and 
have a good time. 17251991 


LOOKING FOR A FRIEND 
SBF, 36, S'S”. enjoys outdoor activities. 
Seeking SF, 35-54, who has a positive 
outlook on life. 2282108 


GET TO KNOW ME! 

SBF, 38, smoker, looking for an easy- 
going SF, 45-50, to talk to and get to 
know. 


AFFECTIONATE 

Romantic SBF, 38, caramel com 
plected, looking for romance with an- 
other SBF, 38-45, to chill out and enjoy 
my time with. 298891 


FIT & TRIM 

On the North Shore searching for a 
woman he can adore. if you're in your 
SOs, fit, and with wit please call, per- 
haps we may click. 22121253 


HONESTY A MUST 

WM, 39. 170lbs, dark brown, 
looking for a serious, goal-oriented, 
honest WF, 30-43, for relationship 
| like bowling, walks, movies and 
more. 


REALLY WANT MARRIAGE 
''m looking for marriage with a volup: 
tuous, long dark-haired female. | am a 
WM, 3S-years-old attractive, physically 
fit. We can be friends first and marry if 
we like each other. £2299171 


SELF-EMPLOVED 

SBM, 5'8", educated, enjoys going to 
mowies, travel and more. Looking for 
Asian female, 48-65, for long-term re 
lationship. 1272883 


‘SW, 44, likes outdoors, the beach, 
dancing. Seeking SWF, 28+, attractive, 
intelligent, affectionate, kind. kids ok 
for friendship and more. 


HANDSOME, OUTGOING 
Spontaneous, independent, bom 
again SWCM, non-smoker, 6'3", 220ibs, 
shaved head, goatee, green eyes, seeks 
SF, 28-63, non-smoker. 


SEEKING My QUEEN 
SBM, 33, 62", medium build, loves 
cooking, dining, movies, clubs, church 
Seeking SB/HF, 25-28, no kids, social 
Grinker, smoker, to spend timetogether 


‘1285768 


VERY INDEPENDENT 

SBM, 22, looking for a SW/BF, 18-2° 
who enjoys movies, dancing and more 
| know how to treat a woman and 
promise you won't be disappointed! 
| enjoymovies, dancing, drawing, 
7288377 
DOWN-TO-EARTH 
Easyeoing. outgoing personable, char 


ismatc, flirtatious, tall, dark. hand 
some SWM, 45, 62°, 200ibs, shaver 

d eyes, born again, lookingfor 
F 27-44, T289909 


TALL WOMAN WANTED 

SWM, 67°, 200ibs, salt-n-pepper 
hair, great sense of humor, sensitive, 
sensual, passionate. Looking for a 
medium-to-thick built female over 57” 
with same qualities, 45-60, for possible 
long-term relationship. {282964 
YOU FOUND ME! 

Attractive SWM, mid SOs, financialty/ 
emotionally secure, loves all music. es 
pecially jazz and blues. I'm enjoying my 
brand new home. Seekinggood-hearted 
woman, 30-50, who knows how to take 
care of herself and 1s looking for a man 
for long-term relationship. 2949078 


HONEST TO A FAULT 

46, 170ibs, brown/brown 

good build, would like to meet a male. 
60, to spend some time togeth 


ex T301315 
YOUNGER SEEKS OLDER 


WM, 57, 5'S” slender, swimmers body. 


brown/biue, youthful. handsome. ath 
letic, seeks older SWM, 65-75. slender 
or under, easygoing, fortnendship 


and fun times. M439810 


f and re p. 7253042 


‘SOFT BUTCH 

looking for GWF, 35-50, in Fall River 
area, drug free, to get to know. Me: 
47, 1331s, long hair, light-to-moderate 
Grinker, likes movies, walks,drives, 
quality time. No head garnes. long- 
term relationship if compatible. Please 
leave phone number. 


NEW TO MAINE 

SWF, young 61, seeks to increase her 
circle of friends, possible long-term re- 
lationship. I'm sweet, active, educated, 
non-smoker. Let's share an artfiim or 
nature walk and talk. £°294386 


SEEKING A WOMAN . 
that’s interested in the world, both 
outside herself and inside herself, 
34-50. Warm hearted and adventur- 
ous. Karen would like to speak to you. 
please leave your number with area 
code. 17222996 


‘SOFT BUTCH TEDDY BEAR 

Young GWF, 44, brown/green, 
seeks honest, sincere, trustworthy 
femme woman, 30-48, who likes 
movies, cooking, travel, dining. non- 
smoker,0/D-free. 

LET'S ENJOY LIFE 

Romantic, sincere SWF, 45, open 
minded to new things. Soft butch, 
short blonde hair, blue eyes, drug-free, 
enjoys movies, music, dining-out, qual 
ityconversations with someone special 
Seeking feminine drug free, SF, 30-55. 
with similar interests. 2236028 


28 
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800.310.5995 
you 
‘ Gov the offer any ad. Nat oll ade ‘988281 1 
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Parkway 


Cycles! 128 Greater Boston Motorsports Parkway Cycle 
107 Brimbal Ave. 1098 Mass. Ave. 1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
800-464-2925 Phone: 781-648-1300 617-389-7000 
www.cycles128.com Fax: 781-646-4920 www.parkwaycycle.com 
www.greaterbostonmotorsports.com 


J 


_BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


Stars, keep the watch/When night dim/One more light the 
bowl shall brim/Shining beyond the frosty weather/Bright as 


sun and moon together/People look east, and sing today/Love, 


the Star is on the way. 


Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965), also the author of 
“Morning Has Broken,” since turned into 
a standard in the Protestant church. 


Carols are nice, but the liturgical music at this time 


of year is absolutely killer. When you think of how 
many composers created genius work specifically 
for Yule, it’s enough to un-Scrooge anyone. 


THURSDAY 
DECEMBER 18 

g moon in Virgo 
Today and tomorrow are 
superb for jobs that require 
tact, finesse, and proper 
nutrition. Focus on your 
accounts, especially Virgo 
(who could be fussy, par- 
ticularly you September 
13-15 birthdays). Pisces, you 
don't have the full story. 
Full stop. Shopping tip 
items for the bathroom or 
digestive biscuits 


FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 19 
Last quarter moon in Virgo 
moon void-of-course 5:29 
until 3:23 am, when it 
0 Libra. A turning 
point for events that began 


at the end of f 


moves int 


and that went into high 


gear Friday, December 12 


SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 


SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 


MOON KEYS 


into shopping chaos during 
the lunar VOC. (“Will it fit? 
Will s/he like it? Where's 
my wallet?”) Daytime likely 
for hearing fan ciful ver- 
sions of the truth. Libra 
needs to rest (but will push 
it); Scorpio gets their way 
Shopping tip: black, red, or 
sharp-edged 


MONDAY 

DECEMBER 22 
Waning moon in Scorpio 
As the moon wanes and 
Yule looms, work issues 
are subsumed. Hey, don't 
step on my mistletoe! At 
least that’s what Scorp is 


thinking — when they're not 


idly pursuing their erotic 
side. Taurus, just buy more 
more, more. You know you 
want to :-). Shopping tip 


weird plants 


TUESDAY 
DECEMBER 23 
Waning moon in Scorpio 

This day and December 
26 are my favorite days 

n the Christmas season 
Everything put off can be 
finished, and Scorpio wan 
ing moons are great for 
tion. Aquarius and 
ould be frazzled - 


WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 


IMBAN- YOU'RE LUCKY For 
SURE. NICE PARENTS LiKE 
roe} CAROS. AS f 


> 
DON'T NEED 


\ THIS Srir. 


YOU DON'T? THEN WHAT ARE YOU S 
DOING HERE ? GO GET A DAMN IDB. 

SO, YOU HAD YOUR FIRST GROWNUP Hf 
FAILURE. BIG DEAL Mitte YOURSELE 


GARY, MY MAN, WERE THINKING ABOUT 
GETTING YOu OUT OF TEMP AND MAKING 
You HA HA... ONE LITTLE THING — 
L HOPE YOU DON'T MIND (& I Ask —FOR_ 
DIVERSITY PURPOSES WE NEED TO WRITE 
DOWN WHAT YOu ARE. WHAT ARE you, ANYwAy 7 } 
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8 KAR TEVENS AND CUSTAVO TURNER. WHATEVER, THE FIRST VOLUME OF COLLECTED STRIPS BY KARL STEVENS 
RA N LTY, ARE AVAILAR!E AT FINER BOOK AND COMIC SHOPS. | E-MAIL: SUCCESS COMIC@CMA com ESSCOMIC.COM 
5 X.COM/ RES 


‘LETTERS ENTERTAIN theme, just sweet, sweet vocab. 
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Virgo, work hard, play hard 
Libra, please yourself first ane 
Shopping tip: pretty things 
day for getting 
along with people you folks need find the 
> and Cancer may need re nto indolence. Shoppine ; 
assurance, but will resist tip: anything mysteriou 
and hearing quirky storie Tom and kid Ride transparent 
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WOODSTOCK 
Daniel 
Brockman 


RRIAGE TALIAN-STYLE 
THE GARDNER’S WEDDING 
_By Greg 


— 


AAS 


REVELS DOES 
WESSEX PROUD 


_By Gantz 


‘WHY DON’T THE AD?’ BACK TALK 
Thorpe answers pop’s burning questions Judy Gold 


od 
5 
a 
i 
— 


Andrew Bird 


with Loney dear 


GUESTS 


SAT. JANUARY SALE NOW 


ON: 
WINTER MELTDOWN 


01/31/09 


SUN. DECEMBER SALE NOW 


rt A 
RUBE 


% 


HORIZON 
RCETHE VEIL 
CANCER BATS 


HOT TIX! 


THE SCOOP CONCERTS AND 


OTHER EVENTS WEEK 


ALERTS 
Text 


© HIP HOP 101 FEATURING Q-FURB | January 3 at the Middle East 
downstairs, Cambridge | $10 advance/$13 day of show | On 
sale Friday at 10 am 


+ ELEVATION + THE VOLUNTEERS | 
| January 12 at the Middle 
East upstairs, Cambridge | $8 
advance/$9 day of show | On 
sale Friday at 10 am 


© MOVERS AND SHAKERS | 
January 14 at the Middle East 
upstairs, Cambridge | $9 | On 
Sale Friday at 10 am 


© SASQUATCH AND THE SICK-A-BILLIES | January 23 at the Middle 
East upstairs, Cambridge | $9 | On sale Friday at 10 am 


© MUMIY TROLL | January 26 at the Middle East downstairs, 
Cambridge | $20 | On sale Friday at 10 am 


© THE VIRGINS + LISSY TRULLIE | February 7 at Creat Scott, 
Allston | $10 | On sale Friday at 10 am | www.ticketweb.com 


19 at T.T. the Bear’s, Cambridge | 


ticketweb.com 
ai 
- LUXURY + BAKER | February 20 at the 
Middle East upstairs, Cambridge | $9 
advance/$10 day of show | On sale 


© ROCKSTAR TASTE OF CHAOS TOUR FEATURING THURSDAY | 
February 27 at the Palladium, Worcester | $23.25 | On sale 
Friday at 10 am | www.tickets.com 


© RO.S. + SIMS + MICTLAN + LAZERBEAK | 
February 22 at Harpers Ferry, Allston | 
$10 advance/$12 doors | On sale Friday 
at 10 am | www.venuevents.net 


© KOTTONMOUTH KINGS + LA COKA NOSTRA | March 20 at the 
Palladium, Worcester | $25 advance/$28 doors | On sale 
Saturday at 10 am | www.tickets.com 


© THE HONEY BROTHERS | January 25 at T.T. the Bear's, 
Cambridge | $10 | On sale now | www.ticketweb.com 


© GIANT PANDA GUERILLA DUB SQUAD | January 29 at T.T. the Bear’s, 
Cambridge | $10 | On sale now | www.ticketweb.com 


© SAM ROBERTS BAND | 
February 21 at T.T. the 
Bear's, Cambridge | $12 | 
On sale now | www.tick- 
etweb.com 


© AC NEWMAN | March 14 at 
the Paradise, Boston | $15 | 
On sale now 


GET INSTANT 


SATURDAY Like its patron saint, SANTACON goes 


many names (among them, Cheapsuit Santas, 
Santarchy, Santa Rampage, and the Red Menace), 
and showers the world gifts every December 
only instead toys coal, these jolly rotten old 
elves will delivering nothing but mayhem. 
you can get your hands white beard, you too 
can join the red-suited throng. Santacon kicks off 
Faneuil Hall pm, with Kringle clones flash- 
mobbing the Purple Shamrock; after that, Santa’s 
sleigh will hitting the Amendment pm, 
cruising through the Common and down Charles 
Street, and finally Red Lining Harvard Square 
free 617.723.9109 http://santarchy.com. 


THURSDAY 


YULEARITY ENSUES 
House sketch troupe the 
Ruckus must be mainlin- 

ing salvia-spiked eggnog, 

to judge from what they've 
come up with for their eighth 
annual IMPROVBOSTON 
HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR. This 
year, they'll be frog-march- 


ing you through a musical 
winter wonderland filled 
with mistletoe, Vikings, and 
unicorns, in a show that'll 
make the Baby Jesus cry with 
laughter (and possibly ter- 
ror), at the ImprovBoston 


Theater, 40 Prospect St, Cam- 


bridge | December 18 + 21: 8 
pm; December 19-20, 26-27: 

8 +10 pm | $16; $12 students, 
seniors | 617.576.1253 or www. 
improvboston.com. 


AWEE 


CRYSTAL-BALLING THE BEST UPCOMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY 


NOW PLAYING 

New in theaters: CIAO, SEVEN 
POUNDS , THE TALE OF DES- 
PEREAUX, and YES MAN; our 
reviews are on page 6. 


STOCKING FLUFFERS 
Nobody wants another Hick- 
ory Farms sampler or Brook- 
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stone nose-hair trimmer. So 
why blow your holiday wad 
on bland, unimaginative gifts 
when you could be getting 
your loved ones something 
unique (and perhaps slightly 
filthy) at HOLIDAY HANDJOBS? 
Entertainment comes courte- 
sy of Big Digits’ Mark E. Moon 
and “Kielbasia the accor- 
dion-playing lunchlady drag 
queen,” at the Dilboy VFW 
Hall, 371 Summer St, Somer- 
ville | 7-11 pm | $2 | www. holi- 
day-handjobs.com. 


HOLIDAY HARRY 

Harry Connick Jr. has been 
deploying Yuletide missiles 
since 2003's triple-platinum 
When My Heart Finds Christmas 

— and you can tune into the 
Connick larynx live this week- 
end, since the Tony-nomi- 
nated actor and crooner is 
bringing his tinsel-trimmed 
tonsils to the Colonial The- 
atre for “HARRY CONNICK jR., 
A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION.” The 
show features seasonal clas- 
sics, some with a funky over- 
lay left over from his native 
New Orleans, at 106 Boylston 
St, Boston | December 19-20 
@ 8 pm; December 21 @ 7 pm | 
$37.50-$97.50 | 617.931. ARTS or 
www.ticketmaster.com. 


HEART AND SOLSTICE 
Storyteller Diane Edgecomb 
teams with harpist Margot 
Chamberlain and multi-in- 
strumentalist Tom Megan 

to celebrate the solstice at 
Charlestown Working Theater 
this weekend. “THE WINTER 
SOLSTICE IN LEGEND AND SONG” 
offers winter's tales from 
Celtic, Nordic, British, Na- 
tive American, and Creek 
traditions; also promised 

are sing-along ops and a wee 
guzzle from the wassail bowl. 
CWT is at 442 Bunker Hill St, 
Charlestown | December 19-20 
@ 8 pm; December 21 @ 2 pm 

| $18; $15 students, seniors | 
866.811.4111 or www.charles- 
townworkingtheater.org. 


ORGANIZED 

JOHN ABERCROMBIE is one of 
the founding members of 
what our buddy Times critic 
Ben Ratliff has called the 
Berklee “chess club” school 

of jazz guitar (a crowd that 
could include Bill Frisell, Pat 
Metheny, and Mick Good- 
rick). This daunting techni- 
cian and passionate performer 
comes to the Regattabar with 
his “organ trio,” which has 
Cary Versace at the keyboard 
Continued on p4 


CHIMNEY CREEPS 
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FUTU 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 


STARLIGHT CHRISTMAS MARS 


Any event that drops few thousand hipsters into decrepit country club the Catskills 
for three days surreal enough, but when ALL PARTIES hands over the cu- 
ratorship its second outing the FLAMING LIPS the same folks responsible for not- 
album about black-belted girl sent dispatch evil-natured pink robots, 
about Mars colony saved the spirit Christmas, and parade 
thousand flaming skeletons marchin, oma City telling what 
expect, other than line-up that’s sick hell. The fest runs September 11-13 Kutsher’s 
Country Club Monticello, New York. Friday’s “Don’t Look Back” portion features Dirty 
Three performing Ocean Songs and Suicide playing their first LP; David Cross helms the com- 
edy stage. Saturday’s roster includes Animal Collective, Black Dice, and Panda Bear. The 


DAYS 
WEEK 


Continued from p 3 

and Adam Nussbaum on 
drums | Charles Hotel, 1 Ben- 
nett St, Cambridge | 7:30 pm 
| $25 | 617.395.7757 or Www. 
regattabarjazz.com. 


LET SLIP THE 
SCUMDOGS GWAR 
Let’s hope Providence has its 
levees up, because a tsunami 
of extraterrestrial effluvia and 
ear-splitting thrash metal 

is coming. In other words, 
GWAR are back with their 
“Electile Dysfunction” tour. 
As Oderus Urungus squares 
off against mortal enemy Bozo 
Destiucto, pit slaves will be 
treated to torrents of blood, 
guts, and semen in quantities 
not seen outside the Clinton 
White House. It all goes down 
at Lupo’s, 79 Washington St, 
Providence, Rhode Island | 
8:30 pm | $18 advance/$22 

day of show | 401.331. LUPO or 
www. lupos.com. 


WRECK THE HALLS 
Fresh off playing a Letters 
to Cleo show at the Bowery 
Ballroom in NYC, salt-coun- 
try rockers CASSAVETTES 
return home to headline 
one juggernaut of a holi- 
day bash that includes AGE 
RINGS, ROGUE HEROES, and 
QUIXOTE, at Church, 69 
Kilmarnock St, Boston | 8 pm 
| $10 | 617.236.7600 or www. 
churchofboston.com. 


NEVER TOO 

Yes, Virginia, there's still 
oliday music out 
there — just scan our clas 
sical listings on page 25. 
Tonight CHORUS PRO MUSICA, 
with guest conductor BETSY 
BURLEIGH, serves up Britten's 
A Ceremony of Carols matched 
with its American counter- 
part, Conrad Susa's Carols and 
Lullabies, Music of the Southwest , 
ed with seasonal 
ites, a carol sing-along, 
and a candlelight procession, 
at Old South Church, Copley 
Square, Boston | 8 pm | $25-$45 
| 617.267.7442 or Www.chorus- 
promusica.org. 


THIS ISSUE 

WALLY SPARKS at Harpers 
Ferry, Allston: page 14 | ALASH 
at the Lily Pad, Cambridge: 


page 16. 


SATURDAY 


STILL WONDERFUL 

The film includes an at- 
tempted suicide, a bank panic 
reminiscent of our current 
economic meltdown, and the 
grim wasteland of Potters- 
ville, but after six decades, 

it remains required holiday 
viewing. At times the title of 
IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE (1946) 
seems downright ironic; then 
you get to the magic of James 
Stewart's George Bailey prom- 
ising Donna Reed’s Mary 
Hatch the moon, and the 
irresistible schmaltz of the 
climax. Frank Capra’s classic 
enjoys a special screening at 
the Brattle Theatre, 40 Brattle 
St, Cambridge | 11 am | $5 | 
617.876.6837 or www. brattle- 
film .org. 


LOVE ALL 

Singer NICOLE NELSON and 
singer/guitarist DWIGHT 
RITCHER have worked them- 
selves into a fearsome duo, 
bringing authority and grit 
to their takes on country 
blues as well as their inter- 
pretations of the historic col 
laboration between jazz great 
Betty Carter and Ray Charles. 
Tonight's show at the Regat- 
tabar is called “All You Need 
Is Love” — which means you 
can expect just about any- 
thing. But given the line-up 
— Hammond-organ guy Tom 
West, bassist Marty Ballou, 
and drummer Dean Johnston 
— we expect it will lean the 
blues-and-soul way, in the 
Charles Hotel, 1 Bennett St, 
Cambridge | 7:30 pm: $16; 10 
pm: $14 | 617.395.7757 or www. 
regattabarjazz.com. 


POWER QUARTET 

A couple of weeks ago in “Gi- 
ant Steps” (December 5), we 
wrote about Ornette-damaged 
keyboardist Dave Bryant. To- 
night he brings the DAVE BRY- 
ANT ALL STARS to Outpost 186 
with bassist John Turner and 
drummers Curt Newton and 
Eric Rosenthal | 186% Hamp- 
shire St, Cambridge | 8 pm 

| donation | 617.876.0860 or 
www.zeitgeist-outpost.org. 


NEVER TOO LATE 
BLUE HERON RENAISSANCE 
CHOIR under SCOTT METCALFE 
in a program called “Péro- 
tin/Josquin: A French & 
Franco-Flemish Christmas, 
1200/1500” might be near 


Flaming portion Sunday still completely TBA, but know it’s good 


hands. Tic 


ets are selling for $235 fora 


VIOLENT NIGHT 


THURSDAY The holidays often bring with them 

tinge melancholy, why not indulge 
taking Francis Ford Coppola’s gloriously bleak 
epics? THE GODFATHER (1972) and THE 
GODFATHER: PART (1974) will screening the 
Brattle Theatre from Christmas New Year’s 

Eve that’s six straight hours corruption, greed, 
disillusionment, and the proper way prepare 
pasta sauce, Brattle St, Cambridge December 
25-31 617.876.6837 www. 


the end of the holiday-music 
list by date, but it’s near the 
top in our hearts, at the First 
Congregational Church, 1 
Garden St, Cambridge | 8 pm 

| $30-$50; $20 seniors; $10 
students; free for ages under 
18 | 617.960.7956 or www. blue- 
heronchoir.org. 


THIS ISSUE 
RICHIE HAVENS at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston: page 12. 


SUNDAY 


THE SPIRIT MOVES 
It’s not exactly holiday music, 
but the two pieces the GARD- 
NER CHAMBER ORCHESTRA is 
performing under DOUGLAS 
BOYD this afternoon aren't 
exactly “bah, humbug,” ei- 
ther: Haydn's Symphony No. 
96 (whose nickname, Miracle, 
refers to the fact that no one 
was injured when a chan- 


delier fell from the ceiling 
during its premiere, though 
as it turns out the premiere 
in question was actually that 
of Symphony No. 102) and 
Bart6k’s spooky, celestial 
Music for Strings, Percussion, and 
Celesta. The Isabella Stewart 
Cardner Museum is at 280 the 
Fenway, Boston | 1:30 pm | 
$23; $18 seniors; $10 students; 
$5 ages 5-17 | 617.278.5156 or 
www. gardnermuseum.org. 


THIS ISSUE 

MILKY WAY HOLIDAY ROCK 
SHOW at the Milky Way, 
Jamaica Plain: page 16 | 
HARRY AND THE POTTERS at the 
Middle East downstairs, Cam- 
bridge: page 18. 


MONDAY 


FIVE-DOLLAR SHAKE 
You've bought one too many 
Harry & David Royal Riviera® 


pear baskets for your loved 
ones, and now you have 
nothing but your passion 

for local rock and about five 
bucks. Swell. Well, check 
out this Christmas miracle: 
Creat Scott is hosting three 
— count 'em, three — nights 
of Boston's finest indie-rock 
talent, each a mere five bones 
to catch. Saturday's show fea- 
tures Hangtr s Alphabet, 
Harris, Faces on Film, and 
Helms, and Sunday's show 
we talk all about in “MP3 of 
the Week” (on page 17) — but 
for our holiday Lincoln, we 
recommend Monday’s bash, 
which has the circuit-wran- 
gling, metal-mangling NEP- 
TUNE, TOM FITZGERRIL (which 
May or may not be another 
name for CONSTANTS), and 
TRISTAN DA CUNHA, who are 
so good it’s not even funny 

— except when it is, which 

is sometimes. Go! Make 
merry! Creat Scott is at 1222 
Comm Ave, Allston | 9 pm | $5 


ee-day pass; get yours 


| 617.566.9014 or Www. great- 
scottboston.com. 


TUESDAY 


ROLLIN’ 

If all you've got left in that 
mothbitten wallet of yours 

is lint and broken dreams, 
head to South Boston for 

a free screening of SHANE, 
which comes with a side of 
catharsis. In this 1953 Oscar 
winner, Alan Ladd takes on 
the hoary role of a battle- 
weary gunslinger drawn into 
a homesteader land feud, and 
that leads to one of the most 
memorable riding-off-into- 
the-sunset scenes in cinema 
history. Find out why this 
film’s been cribbed by both 
Clint Eastwood and Battlestar 
Galactica, at the South Boston 
Branch Library, 646 East 
Broadway, South Boston | 
1pm | free | 617.268.0180 or 
www. bpl.org. 


WEDNESDAY 


Dreading the prospect an- 
other lonely Jewmas eve on 
the couch eating chow mein 
and watching Celebrity Ghost 
tories on cable? Take heart, 
schlubby friend: that petrified 
Golem you call your love life 
is about to wake up, because 
you're going to the MATZO 
BALL. This insanely popular 
mixer for young Jewish profes- 
sionals (which has spread to 
23 cities nationwide but got its 
start right here on Lansdowne 
Street) proudly hails itself as 
“the year’s biggest mating 
fest.” Leave the goyim to their 
Yankee swaps and glazed 
hams — this shit’s going to 
get Yiddiculous, at Estate, 
1 Boylston Place, Boston | 9 
pm-2 am | $30 | 617.351.7000 or 
www. matzoball.org. 


THURSDAY 


NOW PLAYING 

New in theaters: BEDTIME 
STORIES , THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON , GRAN TORI- 
NO, MARLEY o ME, THE READ- 
ER, THE SPIRIT, VALKYRIE, and 
THE WRESTLER; our reviews of 
The Curious Case of Benjamin But- 
ton and Gran Torino are on page 
5, Opposite. 


PERFECT 


before beauty 


Brad Pitt cute Button 


PETER 


THE CURIOUS CASE 
BUTTON 


NTON. JASON FLEMY? NGA ELLE 
FANNING | PARAMQUNT/ WARNER BROS. | 160 MINUTES 


OPENS CHRISTMAS DAY AT THE BOSTON COMMON, 
THE FENWAY, AND OTHER THEATERS TBA 


Forrest Gump beats out Scott Fitzgerald 

this adaptation the latter’s acerbic and 
Olympian short story hardly surprise, 
since Eric Roth, who wrote the screenplay for 
maudlin Best Picture, also worked 
this Oscar-pandering effort. Roth likewise 
edges out David Fincher (Se7en, Fight Club), a 
director not known for his sentimentality. 
But not Brad Pitt, since Benjamin Button pro- 
vides 160-minute showcase his talents 
(which here seem consist unchang- 
ing expression of wry, if blank amusement) 
for your consideration. Yet, somehow, the 
film resulting from this unlikely corivergence 
sensibilities evokes the mystery and pathos 
of a life lived. In reverse. 

That life begins, Pitt’s Gumpy voiceover 
narrates, in New Orleans in 1918, as crowds 
dies giving birth deformed boy, and the 


GRAN TORINO 
Turns out there 
are no differ- 
ences that 
good barbecue 
can't fix. 


TIME PAST AND TIME FUTURE Brad Pitt, here with Taraji Henson, exactly start 
out beautiful baby but then the age-reversal process kicks in. 


father, Thomas Button (Jason Flemyng), en- 
raged and horrified, abandons the infant 
what out old-age home. Which 
appropriate, since the child, christened 
Benjamin (Pitt), suffers the physical decrepi- 
tude octogenarian. He’s embraced 
those at his new residence, however, and in 
particular by Queenie (Taraji P. Henson), the 
African-American woman who becomes his 
adopted guiding him with such 


philosophical bonbons “You never know 
what’s coming for you.” 

For the crapulous infant, what’s coming 
reversal the aging process, concept 
more believable perhaps than the suggestion 
that racial prejudice existed 1918 Louisi- 


ana. It’s not the first such historical anomaly. 


matter: the rest home, like the movie, 
an apparent refuge from such dismal reali- 
ties. Except when those realities serve 


plot device. Like the frame tale set New 
Orleans hospital on the eve of Hurricane 
Katrina, in which Daisy (Cate Blanchett), an 
old woman on her deathbed, shares with her 
daughter Caroline (Julia Ormond) the diary 
that relates the story that is unfolding. 

Daisy is the love of Benjamin's life — and 
since Benjamin's life runs in reverse, that 
presents some unique problems. They meet- 
cute when she’s six (Elle Fanning) and 
bit older, except that Benjamin looks like 
Truman Capote on a bender. Pretty creepy, 
especially when they cozy up under a table 
late at night. Then again, nobody seems to 
get upset when the 114-year-old revenant in 
Twilight hits underage high-schooler. 
This relationship doesn’t work out, where- 
upon the film follows Benjamin's episodic 
career, which includes a stint as a tugboat 
captain battling U-boats World War 
one as a playboy in the Sos living off the 
legacy his dad (with whom enjoys 
teary reconciliation and farewell) — a button 
factory (“Button’s Buttons”). 

So who's got the Button? Daisy, even- 
tually, as their mutual timelines finally 
coincide, with Pitt in Greek-god mode and 
Blanchett aglow with alien beauty. During 
this interlude, when the reversal aging 
and the progression intelligence meet and 
Benjamin has fully ripened, recognizes 
the cruel nature of time, which, whether it 
runs backward or forward, ends in decline, 
loss, and oblivion. 

Fincher’s fascination with, and film's illu- 
sory power over, time deepened the mystery 
of his previous film, Zodiac. Such insights also 
redeem Button from its cuteness and kitsch. 
Striking sequences like the blowing bits 
World War doughboys reverse (borrowed 
perhaps from passage Kurt 
Slaughterhouse Five) elevate the story from curi- 
osity to tragedy. It may be a box of chocolates, 
but the soft centers are bittersweet. © 


Cuddly Clint? 


Gran Torino vintage Eastwood 


GERALD PEARY 


GRAN 


DIRECTED BY CLINT EASTW N BY NICK 
SCHENK, FROM A STORY a 
OHANSSON | WITH EASTW CHR IiSTC IPHER 


EY. BEE VANG, AHNEY HER BRIAN HALEY, 
ALDINE HUGHES, DREAMA WALKER, AND BRIAN 
HOWE | WARNER BROS. | 116 MINUTES 


OPENS CHRISTMAS DAY AT THE BOSTON COMMON, 
THE FENWAY, AND OTHER THEATERS TBA 


I remember the type from my long-ago boy- 
hood: the crotchety, foul-mouthed, filthy old 
man who kept your baseball landed 
his lawn, whose dark, unwelcoming house 
you would tiptoe past on Halloween. There 
could razor blades embedded the candy! 


Gran Torino, directed by and starring Clint 
Eastwood, gets the neighborhood geezer just 
right. And Clint has great sport playing him. 
He’s Walt Kowalski, a musty, retired De- 
troit autoworker who after his wife’s death 
has hunkered down his front porch 
daily routine guzzling Schlitz beers from 
cooler and snarling the deterioration 
his blue-collar neighborhood. Walt has 
compunction about declaring what's wrong. 
He’s an up-front racist, and where once there 
were white faces everywhere, now there are 


black and yellow ones. “Gook” and “dirty Jew” 


are daily blasphemes from Walt, who’s still 
fighting the Korean War. 

Is there anything good in his life? He has 
grown married children, and some grand- 
children, and finds them all mediocre 
and annoying. There’s that text-messaging 


granddaughter (Dreama Walker) with her 
bare midriff and pierced belly button. Yikes! 
Then there’s that tiresome, earnest young 
Father Janovich (Christopher Carley), who 
keeps getting into face because 
promised Mrs. Kowalski watch over her 
husband. But Walt has use for his wife’s 
Catholicism. What does like, besides 

his beer? His dog. His tool set. His flashy, 
polished, 1972 Gran Torino, which is locked 
away in his garage. 

In the weeks after his wife’s funeral, Walt 
finds target for his xenophobia. It’s those 
Asians next door, whole flock them, go- 
ing and out they belonged, and talk- 
ing non-English gibberish. this why real 
Americans fought Korea and 
Detroit would overrun with “gooks”? “Get 
off my lawn!”, Walt barks at the Other. 

Gran Torino finds its humanist heart when 
camera moves inside the home 
of those Asians and, of course, they turn out 
regular people. Just like the Japanese 
soldiers in Eastwood's Letters from Iwo Jima. In 
the sweetest section of the film, cranky Walt 
slowly becomes buddies with his neighbors. 
He’s drawn into an afternoon barbecue at 
their house; fortified by brewskies, he even 


dares to taste some of their odd chow. They 
are Hmong people from the mountains 
Laos, and they arrived in America after tak- 
ing the US side in the Viemam War. 

“I have more in common with these 
gooks than with my own spoiled, rotten 
family,” declares Walt. But slips 
bit when takes nerdy Hmong teen 
(Bee Vang) under his wing and teaches Thao 
mutter racist slurs part being real 
man. The irony is too leaden, and Eastwood 
strains hard to be cute. 

Viewers looking for some old-fashioned 
Clint-style urban excitement, meanwhile, 
should stick around: there's a bunch of set 
pieces which ancient Walt rechannels 
his wrath toward local gangs. got 
and he’s fearless leaping out 
into the streets and standing up to strutting 
homeboys: Hmongs, Mexican-Americans, 
blacks. Walt morphs into Dirty Harry, with 
his raised eyebrows, affronted eyes, and slow 
burns, seething before the violence kicks in. 

How is Clint doing? This is his second 
2008 film director (Changeling was the 
first), and it’s vigorous and entertaining 
a feature as you could expect from a 78-year- 
old filmmaker star. 


THE BOS EVENTS | DECEMBER 19.2008 5 
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k 


he set-up in Yen Tan’s most 
gentile and civil of gay films 
is that Dallas twentysome 
thing Mark dies in a car ac 
cident just as his year-long 
Italian e-mail flirtation, 
Andrea (Alessandro Calza), 
is due to visit him from Ge- 
noa. Andrea comes to Dallas 
anyway, at the invitation 
of Mark’s best friend, Jeff 
(Adam Neal Smith), who’s 
also gay. The two young 
men, both of them man- 
nerly and discreet, meet 
and talk through a day and 
night; the drama, of course, 
is whether this nice, rather 
ordinary pair will get to- 
gether, and that’s enough 
keep audience modestly 
intrigued. 


_Gerald Peary 


THE DAY THE 
EARTH STOOD STILL 
103 MINUTES BOSTON COM 
MON + FENWAY + FRESH POND 
CHESTNUT HILL EMBASSY 
SUBURBS 
Scott (The Exorcism of Emily Rose) 
Derrickson’s remake of Rob- 
ert Wise’s 1951 sci-fi classic 
begins promisingly before 
devolving into cinematic 
junk food perhaps that’s 
why the scene set in McDon- 
ald’s makes sense, unlike 
the rest the plot. the 
original, alien spacecraft 
lands Earth. Klaatu (Ke- 
anu Reaves) emerges and is 
almost immediately shot by 
the military; that prompts 
the activation of his (now) 

igantic death-ray-shoot- 
ing robot protector, Gort 
(less robotic than Keanu), 
who's stopped by Klaatu's 
immortal line: “Klaatu 
barada nikto.” (I think — it’s 
impossible distinguish 
the muddled sound mix.) 
mother (Jennifer Connelly) 
and her young (step) son 
(Jaden Smith) remain the 
key humanity’s salva- 
tion. But fear it’s too late: 
as a publicity stunt, Fox has 
transmitted the film into 
space, and it’s due arrive 
at Alpha Centauri in 2012, 
the year the Mayan Calendar 
ends. In other words, we're 
doomed. 

Brett Michel 


NUTES BOSTON 
OMMON FRESH POND 


THROUGH DECEMBER 18] 


n a far-away animated 


Romola Garai 
and Lucy Russell 


134 MINUTES | MFA: DECEMBER 19, 20, 26, 28; JANUARY 2, 3 


For time this first English-language film 
French auteur Francois Ozon (8 Women, Swimming Pool), 
which based book British novelist Eliza- 
beth Taylor, it’s hard to know what to make of the 
tale Angel Deverell (Ro- 
mola Garai), the spoiled daughter grocery-store 
owner who becomes a major bestselling writer of 
bodice-ripper pulp novels. But Ozon has a wry plan, 
for the conventionally told tale switches tone and 


land resembling Middle- 
earth by way of George 
Lucas’s Clone Wars, two races 
clash over a common terri- 
tory situation akin 
the current conflict in the 
Middle East. On one side 
stand the Lockni, who can 
animate stones; 
on the other are 
the Nohrin, who 
have wings and 
can fly. Both are 
reptile-like crea- 
tures somewhat 
less impressive 
than the Geico 
gecko. The politics and the 
distant planets, however, 
are mere Day-Glo backdrop 
for the film’s simplistic 
moral, as the teenage 
Lockni hero of the title 
(voiced Freddie Prinze 
Jr.) falls for a Nohrin prin- 
cess (Jennifer Love Hewitt). 


SHO 


What follows has all the 
novelty video game 
you've played for the ump- 
teenth time. Directors Marc 
Adler and Jason Mauer 
could have spared the 
trouble and sent this one 
direct to Xbox. 


Tom Meek 


SEVEN POUNDS 

113 MINUTES | BOSTON COM- 
MON FENWAY FRESH PON 
CHESTNUT HILL EMBASSY 
SUBURBS 


Will previous 


TAKES 


MOVIE REVIEWS BRIEF 


CIAO modest 
relationship, 


becomes very funny bodice ripper itself, inglori- 
ous kitsch melodrama with Angel caught between 
heavy-drinking, self-loathing, crippled-in-the-war, 
womanizing husband (Michael Fassbender, a dime- 
novel Laurence Olivier) and her husband’s lesbian 
masochist sister (Lucy Russell), who types Angel’s 
manuscripts and gives her erotic backrubs. And oh, 
that ripe piano music, right out Days Our Lives! 


film with director Gabri- 
ele Muccino, The Pursuit 
Happyness, was tale well 
told. Their new one 
gimmicky tale annoyingly 
told. Like Happyness, 
depicts man with hid- 
den life, notion central 
to Smith’s de- 
but, Six Degrees of 
Separation. Smith’s 
kindly IRS inves- 
tigator links case 
studies good 
people with grave 
health problems; 
the audience 
meant ponder why 
gets involved these 
people’s lives. Smith has 
rarely appeared vulner- 
able on screen; Muccino, 
on the other hand, gives 
Grant Nieporte’s tearjerker 
script the two-fisted-com- 
passion treatment mov- 


Gerald Peary 


ies like Crash and Babel, 
which smack upside the 
head in order to move us. 
When things finally calm 
down, the romance be- 
tween Smith and Rosario 
heart patient 
fleetingly affecting. Al- 
though the manipulative 
score is a major flaw, one 
highlight musical 
piano love theme 
deliberately sour note, as 
key were damaged. It’s 
a subtle metaphor, evinc- 
ing trust the audience 
that’s otherwise absent. 
_Betsy Sherman 


THE TALE 
DESPEREAUX 

MINUTES BOSTON COM- 
MON FENWAY FRESH 
POND SUBURBS 


This animated mouse epic 


aspires to grand scale but 
falters in its execution. 
The rodent (voiced by Mat- 
thew Broderick) of the 
title, who makes up for his 
stature with Dumbo-sized 
ears, tries rescue prin- 
cess (Emma Watson) and 
save the kingdom of Dor 
from despair. Hard be- 
lieve, but the situation has 
something with the 
banning soup: the prin- 
cess’s father (the original 
Soup Nazi) has put boun- 
out rats because the 
queen drowned bowl 
porridge. Dor, the 
rats and the mice reside 
separate subterranean 
enclaves: the former’s digs 
resemble Turkish prison, 
whereas the latter show 
better manners village 
filled with discarded books 
and broken pots. Any 
mouse caught the rat 
den winds dead meat 
in the arena or on a dinner 
plate both. Adapted 
Sam Fell and Robert Ste- 
venhagen from the Kate 
DiCamillo book, this dark, 
disjointed fairy tale has 
impressive visuals, but 
the end it’s just glorified 
hunk cheese. 

_Tom Meek 


YES MAN 
104 MINUTES | BOSTON COM- 
MON + FENWAY + FRESH 
POND + CHESTNUT HILL + 
SUBURBS 
Thus goes the mantra 
the heart Peyton (The 
Break-Up) Reed's Jim Car- 
rey vehicle. Carl Allen, 
Carrey wacky (the rub- 
berface back), but once 
the one-note joke’s been 
established, everything 
else follows with plod- 
ding, mechanical predict- 
ability. After attending 
seminar self-help guru 
Terrence Bundley (Terence 
Stamp), Carl unable 
say “No!” anything. 
Hilarious! Likewise, the 
film’s producers were un- 
able say “No!” blatant 
product placement. (Say 
“Yes!” Ducati and Red 
Bull.) least they were 
smart enough hire 
Zooey Deschanel 
love interest, Allison. But 
despite her free-spirited 
performance and nice sup- 
port from newcomer Rhys 
Darby Carl’s co-worker 
Norm, “No!” the correct 
answer to Yes Man. 

_Brett Michel 
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FIRST-PERSON PLURAL The gameplay’s linear simplicity belies the sophisticated 


teamwork that’s required for success. 


FOR XBOX 360 
RATED FOR MATURE 


Fourth-person 


shooter 


_BY MITCH KRPATA 


Playing Left Dead like taking per- 
sonality test: you can’t hide your true 
nature. Are you team player, willing put 
the success of the mission above your own 
well-being? are you concerned only with 
your personal advancement, even that 
comes the expense others? These aren’t 
the kinds questions you expect ask- 
ing yourself when you play shooter set 
the zombie apocalypse. But Left Dead 
takes the concept cooperative 
gameplay, one that dates back 
almost the beginning video 
games themselves, and pushes 
places it’s never been. 

Dead wrings endless possi- 
bilities out small and simple set 
rules. many four players can 
team fight their way through 
one four different campaigns. 


THE MINI-GUN 
IS A FISHHOOK 


line sight. Even the generic zombie horde 
can incapacitate single player. Communi- 
cating with live teammates the only way 
deal with every threat. 

Each playthrough also different thanks 
what the developers refer the “Al 
Director,” which arbitrarily changes enemy 
spawn points and the location resources ev- 
ery time you play. The whims the Director 
are supposed informed your team’s 

—" performance, but all I could tell for 
sure was that nothing ever happened 
the same way twice. Perhaps that’s 
the highest praise can give the 
Director: his hand invisible and 
Tequires vigilance all times. 

Even Left Dead’s “Versus” mode 
requires teamwork, though that may 
not be as obvious. Here, two teams 
players trade off rounds, with one 


Each campaign has five different AND YOU ARE team playing the human survivors 

extended tempting when you spawn into the 
less waves the living dead while IT. game world the devious Smoker 
you wait for rescue vehicle ar- run off your own and try kid- 


rive. The levels are linear, requiring 
minimal exploration and problem solving. 
One playthrough enough familiarize 
yourself with each one. 

But this simplicity belies sophisti- 
cated teamwork that’s required for success. 
Although you can opt for single-player 
with three Al-controlled teammates, that’s 
not ideal, and for reasons that are im- 
mediately apparent. Every enemy type 
they’re collectively referred to as the Infect- 
the agile Hunter, which pins players 
the ground, and the Smoker, which grabs 
players with its long tongue and pulls 
them away from teammates. The powerful 
Tank, built like an undead version of the 
Incredible Hulk, will attack anyone in its 


survivor. But hold on: maybe 
it’s smarter for Hunter pin one survivor 
and then have the Smoker after whatever 
unsuspecting sap tries help. 

Although Left Dead doesn’t follow the 
traditional rules of survival horror — it’s as 
slick and responsive first-person shooter 
find does make its resources 
scarce, in the classic genre tradition. Each 
player can carry only one health pack 
time, with the rare opportunity find more 
scattered throughout the levels. least once 
a game, you'll have to decide whether to give 
a spare health pack to a dying teammate or 
hang onto it because you know you'll need it 
later. One of the true pleasures of Left 4 Dead is 
discovering how other answer these 


THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


Furious foodies 


DECEMBER 19, 2008 7 


ARTS + MUSIC + EVENTS 


Top Chef midseason 


SARA FAITH ALTERMAN 


food porn goes, season five 

Top Chef (Wednesdays at 10 pm on 
Bravo) is some of the most titillating, with 
high drama, celebrity guest judges, pres- 
sure-cooker challenges, and, of course, 
glistening close-ups succulent-looking 
cuisine. Plus, it’s the only reality show ever 
to boast ties to Salman Rushdie, who was 
once married to the show’s host, Padma 
Lakshmi. It’s veritable entertainment 
smorgasbord. 

The goal Top Chef the straight- 
forward, even-a-monkey-could-do-it vari- 
ety: cook great food in a limited amount 
time. Try not sweat spit it. 
Why, season after season, this proves to 
harder than the shell ostrich egg 
mystifying. the end the half-hour 
show, the contestants have so often and 
gloriously underseasoned and under- 
cooked their dishes, the viewer's forehead 
practically smacks itself. 

As usual, this season features an ar- 
one-on-one interviews that “it’s all 
about the food.” Dummies. It’s never all 
about the food reality cooking shows. 
The skills these food-czar wanna-bes 
run competency gamut. Some, like 
Stefan, a 35-year-old Finland native who 
runs his own catering company, seem 
lovechilds spawned from the loins 
Alice Waters and Daniel Bou- 
lud. Others, like 21-year-old 
culinary student and Quincy 
Patrick (who was booted 
this season’s first episode), 
might have made their first 
peanut-butter-and-jelly sand- 
wich just yesterday for all their 
kitchen buffoonery. 

about halfway through the sea- 
son, were left with the 
original 17 contestants, most 
of whom fit the usual reality 
stereotypes. There’s Jamie, 30, 
the misunderstood, ambitious 
bitch. Jeff, 30, the golden boy 


desperate prove that he’s more 


than just a pretty face. Carla, 44, 
the African-American from the 
South who sprinkles her modern 
soul-food dishes with little bit 
of love. And Radhika, a first- 
generation Indian-American 
who keeps whining about how 
her ethnicity doesn’t mean she 
can cook only Indian food even 
as she continues to cook only Indian 
food. Then there’s Fabio, 30, the 
effervescent Italian whose ac- 
cent could charm the marinara 
off linguini. 

Each episode, these arche- 
typal characters compete 
two challenges: the fly-by-the- 


strings-of-your-apron Quickfire and the 
longer Elimination. Although the goal, 
as always, is to cook a fantastic dish, 
the challenges themselves have grown 
increasingly asinine as the season has 
progressed. Make Thanksgiving dinner 
for Foo Fighters using only a microwave! 
Name every ingredient this bucket 
mystery sauce by tasting it once! Have a 
conversation with Botoxed special guest 
Rocco DiSpirito without poking him 
the face see whether it’s the real Rocco 
DiSpirito or just a wax replica! 

Judges Lakshmi, Gail Simmons of 
Food and Wine, and chef Tom Colicchio 
are rarely harsher than hippie guid- 
ance counselor, and that’s often disap- 
pointing. much more satisfying 
to see a mouthy, idiot contestant get 
sent home with, say, pot boiling 
water thrown his her face than 
watch Lakshmi purse her lips and 
instruct the loser “please pack your 
knives and go.” 

With several episodes left and several 
contestants who haven't truly screwed 
anything yet, there’s market 
possibilities. One can only hope that the 
final Elimination challenge involves creat- 
ing a 12-course tasting meal out of the ex- 
tra fat liposuctioned out of DiSpirito’s body 
and feeding the Flobots. 


TYPECAST? Don't tell Radhika she can't cook American 


j 
Lay 


Arise hai 


Revels goes Thomas Hardy’s Wessex 


JEFFREY GANTZ 


WEST-GALLERY WIZARDS Melistock Band bring world life. 


t first blush, Thomas Hardy 
seems unlikely figure 
associate with Revels.” With 
due respect Revels artistic 
director Patrick Swanson’s 


program statement, this Hardy fanatic of 
almost 50 years begs to differ. To be sure, as 
Swanson continues, Hardy “is not an obvi- 


ous recruit for a hanky waver in ‘The Lord of 


the Dance’ ”: this is the pointedly agnostic 


Victorian novelist whose “President of the Im- 
mortals” made sport Tess Durbeyfield. Yet 
even Hardy’s late (1915) Christmas poem “The 
Oxen” is less about unbelief than about hope. 
And his detailed and loving observation 
of the Christmas traditions of his native 
Dorset Under the Greenwood Tree and The Return 
the Native perfect for Revels. Throw 
guest appearance England’s superb Mell- 
stock Band, who’ve dedicated themselves to 
the instruments and the music of Hardy’s 
time, and you have a fabulous 38th annual 
Christmas Revels (December 18-22 and 27-30 at 
Harvard University’s Sanders Theatre), Even 
“The Oxen” up. 

The setting taken from Under the Green- 
wood Tree: the fictional village 
Christmas Eve, with the Mellstock Quire pre- 
paring sing carols outside the schoolhouse 
and the new schoolteacher, Fancy Day (Mary 
Casey), catching the eye of our hero, young 
Dick Dewy (Mayhew Seavey). Dick hasn’t the 
field to himself, however: Parson Maybold 
(Tim Sawyer) and rich Farmer Shiner (Rich- 
ard Snee) also fancy Fancy. What’s more, 
they’re looking replace the Quire’s west- 
gallery church music part-singing with 
instrumental accompaniment — with an 
organ, which Miss Day just happens play. 
Should the old give way the new? 

The Quire move on to a Christmas Eve 
party at Farmer Shiner’s, where the sharp- 
eyed will note that Fancy, after initially 
being led out by Shiner, is secured by Dick 
for the Portesham Feast Dance. Thereafter, 
Dick’s pretty much his own, the mu- 
sic takes center stage, “the songs and tunes 
country church bands and choirs the 
18th and igth centuries,” Band 
leader Dave Townsend describes his pro- 
gram note. 


Behind closed doors 


Trinity fires off The Receptionist 


CAROLYN CLAY 


Ricky Gervais meets Dick Cheney in 

The Receptionist (at Trinity Repertory 
Company through January 11). Does that 
make Adam Bock’s unsettling workplace 
comedy Richard I? Hardly. The short, Pinter- 
influenced work, seen here in its New 
England premiere, zeroes in not on the 
eloquence of kings but on the sometimes 
veiled, irrepressible mundanity of office 
chatter — even when it turns out that what 
the office nefarious. The play 
full of allusions, oblique and otherwise, 
recent national paranoia and the Big 
Brotherish encroachments on our integrity 
and freedom for which has provided 
convenient inroad. But like a cheerful mask 
pulled over a monster, the inane, omni- 
scient business the title character goes 
as, Tony winner Eugene Lee’s set design, 
she mans her bland communications center 
backed bulletin board full tacked- 
Christmas cards and coffee machine 


crowned with a Frosty the Snowman fortu- 
nately too fake to take the damaging heat. 

I have been a fan of the Canadian-born, 
Paula Vogel-trained Bock since Coyote The- 
atre premiered his Swimming in the Shallows, in 
which the love object is a steadily lap-execut- 
ing shark, almost nine years ago. Since then, 
he’s become a fixture Off Broadway, where 
The Receptionist premiered in 2007, following 
by a year its Obie-winning companion piece, 
TheThugs (recently produced by Boston's Apol- 
linaire Theatre Company). Bock’s brief, edgy 
pieces tend sketchy, not slight, with 
roughly half The Receptionist emerging like 
sharply written episode workplace-set 
sit-com before the harried boss, Mr. Ray- 
mond, breezes with single line that quite 
changes the tone things. 

Following cryptic prologue, have 
innocuously whiled away the time listen- 
ing to sexy, ditzy, slightly frantic co-worker 
Lorraine Taylor regale bosomy receptionist 


Beverly Wilkins with skittering tales ro- 
mantic crises. That’s when the latter was 
not juggling the buttons that allow her 
announce “Northeast Office” multiple 
callers while at the same time carrying on a 
string of sage personal conversations of her 
own. True, there had been the unsolicited 
appearance of Mr. Dart from the Central Of- 
fice, he hugging his dossier while throwing 
awkward small talk into the mix. But all 
had seemed regulation around-the-water- 
cooler intercourse. Now, like Otis Redding 
suddenly slammed against Kafka 
Vaclav Havel, we’re sittin’ by the banks of 
Guantanamo Bay. 

Artistic director Curt Columbus is at the 
helm the airy, drolly detailed Trinity Rep 
production, its reception desk manned 
well-cast company stalwart Janice Duclos (for 
whom the role may have been written, Bock 
having served stint TRC public-rela- 
tions assistant). Her face a map of solicitous 


“NORTHEAST OFFICE” 
Trinity stalwart Janice 
Ducios seems to the 
switchboard born. 


And the Townsend con- 
certina, Charles Spicer oboe, Tim Hill 
clarinet, and Phil Humphries serpent (an 
ancestor the ophicleide and the tuba) set 
the tone for this hearty, robust, even raucous 
“country psalmody.” There are hymns and 
carols driving 4/4, like Irish reel, 
swinging 6/8, like Irish jig dance 
rhythms that some church parsons might 
have found too hearty, too robust. The tunes 
recall their American shape-note cousins, 
people’s tunes, easier to sing and part-sing. 
Revels lets us hear the 6/8 “street version” of 
“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” before do- 
ing the familiar tune. And when the scene 
shifts the next morning church, Fancy 
lets the Mellstock Quire Shepherds 

Natched Their Flocks Night” their way. 
need choose when you can have both. 

The dramatic highlight every Christ- 
mas Revels the mummers’ play; this one 
adapted from Hardy’s own version, with ap- 
propriate casting: Dick St. George, Parson 
Maybold as Father Christmas, tremulous 
Quire member Thomas Leaf (Barry Reardon) 
the Don Valiant Knight, Dick’s 
father (Walter Locke) as the Turkish Knight, 
Farmer Shiner as the Doctor. The usual Revels 
shenanigans are out force: snippet 
“Rule Britannia” here and the List 
theme there, the problem of how to pay the 
Doctor when “My stocks have crashed, 
bonds are junk/And retirement fund has 
shrunk.” The Saracen out Quire 
member Michael Mail (Arthur Munisteri) 
pushing wheelbarrow “armed” with four 
rakes suggest laborer-replacing thresh- 
ing machine yet another wry look 
“progress.” This Wessex Christmas might not 
make Thomas Hardy believe in God, but I bet 
would make him believe Revels. 


La 


disapproval, her sweater feast poinset- 
tias, Duclos seems to the switchboard born, 
carrying on her duties with smug, matronly 
responsibility. She makes her brisk character 
generous and helpful, if a bit of a busybody. 
And whether admonishing friend em- 
barked romantic misadventure frost- 
ing her husband for spending the phone-bill 
stash on a collectible teacup, Duclos’s Beverly 
is a master of the one-sided conversation, her 
expressions conveying everything you need 
to know of what’s being extruded into the 
other end the phone wire. She brings the 
same casual, businesslike attentiveness to 
abandoning what she perceives sink- 
ing human ship. 

As agitated romantic Lorraine, her tai- 
lored suits bit tight and her toned body 
parts well aimed at the casual visitor, Angela 
Brazil proves skilled diverting her charac- 
understandable nervousness and keep- 
ing her cut-bait savvy under wraps. Timothy 
John Smith deftly cloaks Mr. Dart’s menace 
amiable, even kindly professionalism. And 
Timothy Crowe, as Mr. Raymond, flies what 
might red flag prologue with chatty, 
effortless ease and later turns dime from 
avuncular authority stoic terror. does, 
however, take The Receptionist awfully long 
time stop gabbing and buzz its more 
ominous subject matter. © 
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Mixed nuts 


Ballet Rox’s Urban Nutcracker 


_BY MARCIA SIEGEL 


COOL SENIORS The doo-wop are just part the 
kaleidoscope entertainment this eclectic production. 


Ballet Rox’s Urban Nutcracker, the ulti- 

mate multicultural Christmas celebra- 
tion, has become inclusive, it’s almost 
blur. The cultural identities are mostly 
intact, but there’s much going around 
them that you can lose track the reason 
they’re all the same stage together. 
Maybe it doesn’t matter. The show, at John 
Hancock Hall through 21 December, is a lot 
fun, and takes its highbrow heritage 
with bucket salt. 

Artistic director Anthony Williams and 
scenarist David Ira Rottenberg have set the 
traditional Nutcracker story in the home of 
present-day extended family, and the 
Tchaikovsky score spiked with its Duke 
Ellington counterpart. The slim plot follows 
the standard script. After the excitement 
the party, Clarice dreams of a mouse inva- 
sion, toys coming life, snowflakes toe 
shoes, and then a string of dancing con- 
fections, all prompted the magic 
avuncular Drosselmeyer. 

Like other Nutcracker productions, this one 
has street full civilians set the scene. 
Swarms teenagers with their ringleaders 
strut onto the turf: team double-dutch 
experts, five Irish stepdancers led Brendan 
O’Brien, eight tapdancers led Sean Fielder, 
and two moonwalking poppers (twins Billy 
and Bob McClain) who can move each body 
part separately like mechanical dolls and can 
make their red satin shirts ripple how 
else? energizing their skin. 

These rowdy clans interact in challenge 
dances and boogie along with do- 
ing a solo. They make way for a quartet of 
cool seniors (Ilanga, Christian Scott, Gilbert 
White, and John Wyche) who sing doo-wop 
oldies. Amid the throngs, Clarice (Rebecca 


Paul), her mom (Melodie 
Jeffery Cassell), and bratty 
brother Omar (Nolan Jones) 
meet up with Drosselmeyer 
and his assistant Mini- 
Meyer (Michael Shannon 
and Yo-el Cassell) and invite 
them home entertain the 
family’s guests. 

The party is hardly less 
chaotic, even without the 
jumpers and rhythm- 
dance groups. lots 
hugging and agitated rush- 
ing around. Grandfather 
(Gilbert White) stands for 
an absent dad. Mini-Meyer, 
character whose hyperac- 
tive syndrome seems have 
gotten much worse since 
the last time saw the show, 
keeps the room constant 
buzz. A tipsy aunt (Natalie 
VanLandingham) pins him 
down the sofa with kiss, 
but that’s the only time his 
fidgets let up. 

Finally settled down enjoy the inspired 
zaniness, like the battle between the picnick- 
ing mice and the girl prizefighters pointe. 
the physicality the real con- 
tact and choreographed acrobatics when the 
Mouse King (Gary Vaughn) duels with the 
Nutcracker (Langston Fishburne). And the 
snowstorm seemed almost restful, with only 
the dancers whirling, leaping, and stepping 
smoothly organized patterns. 

In the second act, Clarice meets the Sugar 
Plum Fairy (Autumn Hill Friday night, with 
partner Philip Ingrassia), whose classical 
routine incorporates Ellington-esque jazzy 
shrugs and discreet bounces that she teaches 
three young disciples. di- 
vertissements proceed usual, with local 
flavorings. favorite was the four fleshy 
Spanish ladies, who did terrific skirt dance 
accompany bland ballerina (Olga Mar- 
chenko) “Ritmo Latino.” Rick Vigo led his 
hula-hoop virtuosos the “Candy Cane” vari- 
ation, and Erin Washington and Sean Fielder 
supervised a bunch of tiny tappers in “Mother 
Breakdancers sparred with Russian 
folk dancers “Caviar Caper.” Branchette 
Janelle Gilchrist did campy ballet Elling- 
ton’s “Waltz of the Flowers” in swingtime, 
and six little girls shepherded Marzipan 
Meredith Baer bounced fine precision 
blue-and-yellow polka-dot beach balls. 

I wouldn't say this Nutcracker features 
the sustained choreographic challenge that 
the traditional work can put to its hordes of 
children. What it does have is energy and 
enterprise, and heart. After Sugar 
farewell, Clarice, asleep on the sofa, is 
awakened from her dream by her father, 
who’s home in uniforf from Iraq — the 
sweetest present ofall. © 
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Holiday Tradition Returns! 


“Party Hardy” this joyous winter solstice 
celebration set Thomas Hardy’s beloved Wessex 
Enjoy carols, dances and rituals the English 
countryside with special guests, The Mellstock Band 
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Grand seductions 


Marriage the Gardner, decoration Montserrat, Milton Rogovin Gallery Kayafas 


_BY GREG COOK 


“THE TRIUMPH 
MARRIAGE” 


ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM, 280 THE 
FENWAY, BOSTON | THROUGH JANUARY 18 


“IN PURSUIT 
BEAUTY” 


MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART, 23 ESSEX ST. 
BEVERLY | THROUGH JANUARY 24 


“MILTON ROGOVIN: 
VIEW” 


GALLERY KAYAFAS, 450 HARRISON AVE, BOSTON | 
THROUGH JANUARY 10 


If you've been desirous of an eminently taste- 
ful exhibit that undermines the sanctity of 
marriage, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Muse- 
“The Triumph Marriage: Painted Cas- 
soni of the Renaissance” may be for you. 

Oh, | exaggerate. A bit. But how better 
to introduce a lovely little show whose high- 
lights include pair delicately rendered 
Renaissance paintings depicting the tale of 
the ancient Greek prince Antiochus, who had 
the hots for his young Stratonice? 
(It’s also the subject of next year’s Boston Early 
Music Festival opera production, Christoph 
GCraupner’s Antiochus und Stratonica The first 
painting finds the prince sick with love. 
appears next exhibit brochure politely 
explains military baton: his 
secret love has sapped his strength.” (Wink, 
wink.) doc explains his dad. 
Off stage, the king generously annuls his mar- 
riage so that his son can wed his wife; he also 
gives the lad half his kingdom. The second 
panel shows the young ‘uns getting hitched 
the king and wedding party. 

“To give another his beloved spouse,” 
the 14th-century Italian poet Petrarch wrote 
when recounting the tale, “O utmost love, 
unheard-of courtesy.” The moral of the story 
might something about the sacrifices 
marriage and serving the greater good the 
community. 

“The Triumph Marriage,” which was 
organized for the Gardner by Cristelle Baskins, 
chair Tufts University’s Art Art History 
Department, sharply focused scholarly 
show of 16 paintings (including four matched 
groups) that originally served as panels of 
cassoni, or Renaissance hope chests. These 
particular wedding trunks are believed have 
been commissioned usually pairs dur- 
ing the period 1445-1500 for brides by the men 
of wealthy families in Florence and Siena. 


They would have been carried bridal 
processions, placed in bedrooms, and used to 
store linens, clothing, combs, and purses. The 
rectangular trunks were generally painted 
three sides (one long side, two ends), and per- 
haps inside the lid, with complicated scenes 
from history and current events, allegories 
derived from poets like Petrarch, and symbolic 
celebrations of love and chastity and various 
civic virtues. The “Triumph” the exhibit 
title refers ancient Roman military victory 
parades, which were also frequent subjects for 
cassoni paintings, well inspiration for 
their common compositional format people 
processing across shallow theatrical spaces. 

The paintings tend tiny and tight, 
typical Early Renaissance fashion and hit 
or miss. The Story of Antiochus and Stratonice is one 
the best-painted works here, offering finely 
rendered characters — all with sleepy eyes and 
wavy hair and palette unified 
warm pumpkin orange. When the paintings 
don’t work, it’s often due bum composi- 
tions (allegorical figures lined 
shooting gallery) and ham-handed renderings 
(not bad enough good). The style driv- 
drawing and flat color, with little model- 
ing forms the artists were often working 

quick-drying tempera paints. (Oil paints, 
which were just then coming into wide use, 
dried slowly, allowing more-complex blend- 
ing and more-sculptural rendering forms.) 
drawn the pattern lances 

and ladders 1460s depiction the sev- 
en-month siege Naples 1441. the left 
there’s camp military tents. the cen- 
ter is a chaos of archers, cannons, soldiers 
on horses, and men climbing ladders with 
shields held protect themselves from 
the rocks that Naples’s defenders are 
ing down. At the right, Naples’s defeated 

uler kneels in homage to his enemy before 
Sailing into exile. 


But individual moments often appeal more 
than entire compositions: Death rides atop 
gold wagon that rolls over green corpses; 
eagle swipes the hat would-be king; 
unicorns prod forward Cupid, naked, 
blindfolded, with his arms bound and wings 
clipped. painting (by Florentine Biagio 
and his workshop) believed de- 
pict General Marcus Furius Camillus returning 
Rome after conquering the Etruscan city 
Veii, you might notice what the catalogue 
describes horse being bitten 
its genitals” by a dog. (A friend who is more 
expert about such things than insists 
the dog just sniffing, because the canine’s 
mouth closed and everyone knows dogs 
sniff genitals and nip horses’ ankles.) You 
can imagine people staring these scenes 
year after year and being seduced again and 
again the wealth details. 


different kind seduction the 
seduction of lush, sexy, decorative pat- 

tern the subject Pursuit Beauty” 
Montserrat College Art. Curator Leonie 
Bradbury brings together five international 
artists whose work part trend that em- 
braces (with feminist undertones) beauty and 
Tejects Modernist hating on decoration. (Other 
local artists, like Mary O’ Malley and Resa Blat- 
man, are coalescing around this style well.) 

Julie Chang San Francisco makes rolls 
wallpaper with catchy patterns based flow- 
ers, self-portraits, her dad’s face, 
you/have nice day” logos Chinatown 
take-out bags, all recalling Art Nouveau, tra- 
ditional Chinese textile design, and psy- 
chedelia. Timothy Horn, who studied at Mass- 
Art but now lives in New Mexico, presents a 
melting amber rubber “mirror” and sconce 
titled Mutton Dressed Lamb that could from 
a haunted house. Tom s Rivas of Chile etches 
scrolls, flora, and geometric lines inspired by 


classical designs into sheets drywall. Eliza- 
beth Wallace Boston layers maps and deco- 
rative flourishes Spirograph-like patterns. 
artist Pixnit Boston stencils pictures 
row chairs (each with its own uphol- 
stery pattern), wallpaper, and framed pic- 
ture across the gallery walls. (She also tagged 
the exterior of the school’s buildings.) 

prefer the meatiness of, say, Horn’s 
technique like see encompassing 
parlor room this stuff) Pixnit’s super- 
whose seeming hollow quality 
turns her work’s power and its flaw. 
But Pixnit onto something with her vivid 
layering patterns. The exhibit sparsely 
hung this stuff calls for exuberant, 
overflowing, promiscuous muchness. 


Milton Rogovin 98-year-old Buffalo 

leftie who took photography when 
his optometry business fell apart after he’d 
been hauled before the House Un-American 
Activities 1958. The heart his 
work and his photos view Gallery 
Kayafas — is his four-decade portrait of the 
cool cats, stern moms, and stylish ladies of 
impoverished Lower West Side. The 
years have given his black-and-white shots the 
allure nostalgia, but the past gone 
back and forth about his artistry — sometimes 
feels dull. This time, though, swayed 
his straight-ahead documentary vision. his 
Quartets, returns the same persons again 
and again over the years. Parents become 
grandparents. young couple with infant 
become in time a tired old woman alone. The 
photos are often heartbreaking records how 
poverty plus years can break couples and 
homes, steal your health, ruin your looks, and 
grind down hope. 


Read Greg blog gregcookland.com/ 
journal. 


MARCUS FURIUS CAMILLUS BRINGS STATUE JUNO ROME The wealth detail the Gardner's “Marriage” spellbinding. 


earnings 


Haden, Hunter, Rollins, Mela, Bley, and e.s.t. 


_BY JON GARELICK 


imes a-wastin’ on 2008, so 
before it’s too late, here’s a 
handful of discs that have 
caught my ear over the past 
few months. 


CHARLIE HADEN: FAMILY AND FRIENDS | RAM- 
BLING BOY Decca Reading the jacket copy, 
you blamed for thinking that 
jazz great Haden born into country music 
member the Haden Family and per- 
forming with them the radio the age 
of two — got bamboozled by a bunch of ma- 
jor-label suits and buried alive in guest stars 
for gussied-up Brother, Where Art Thou? But 
damned this album doesn’t carry through 
from beginning end, honest and unsul- 
lied. Haden stays true the music heard 
the Ozarks and performed professionally 
through his teens before running off 
and reinventing jazz with Ornette Coleman. 
From the easy three-part-harmony swing 
Haden’s daughters A.P. Carter’s “Single 
Girl, Married Girl” with its huffing harp 
and its tossed-off parable about single 
versus married life through son 
“Spiritual,” Haden & Pat Metheny’s “He’s 
Gone Away,” and the darn-fool ditty “Old Joe 
Clark,” this is an album that hews close to 
country-music truths life, love, and 
death. Bluegrass and the church are always 
here, even when Haden breaks down for 
duet with fellow Missourian Metheny. Dyed- 
in-the-wool country virtuosos like Vince 
Gill, Sam Bush, Ricky Skaggs, and Rosanne 
Cash provide ballast, but everyone here 
with the program took couple 
spins before noticed that was Elvis Costello 
singing “You Win Again” and Jack Black 
singing about Old Joe Cook shootin’ him 
through the arm with a .45. 


CHARLIE HUNTER | BABOON STRENGTH | Spire 
Artist Media | Hunter has both lightened and 
weighted his attack since emerged the 
early with his eight-string guitar, play- 
ing simultaneous bass and lead and conjur- 
ing curious organ timbre shadow 

his smooth grooves. These days he’s back to 
seven-string, and favoring hard-blues licks 
and a heavy backbeat from his drummer, 
Tony Moss. okay. Bennett Alliance 
show at the Cambridge YMCA on December 
7, he showed off the trio from this CD — lean 
and mean — with Moss and keyboardist Erik 
Deutsch. Hunter has problem straddling 
the line between jazz and instrumental pop. 
fact, his love the well-crafted pop song 
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CLAVE! Francisco previous was one the best 2006, and his latest 
frontrunner for 2008. 


has never been more apparent the new disc 
includes slow-groove tribute Squeeze pop- 
rock songwriters Difford and Tilbrook well 
the straight-up “Heart Eurodisco 
“Welcome to Frankfurt.” Live and on disc, 
what impresses the the band 
but also playing his deployment 
wah-wah, distortion, and clean blues 

bite makes for deathless phrasing, down- 
beat oomph. focusing his approach, he’s 
opened new worlds. 


SONNY ROLLINS ROAD SHOWS VOL. Doxy/ 
For years the rap Rollins has been 
that shows his best stuff not the stu- 
dio but on the concert stage, and even there 
inconsistently, revving himself up, trying 
find something he’s never played before, 
riffs make them yield gold. 
Here the problem solved: working with 
Rollins fan Carl Smith’s collection tapes 
and his own soundboard recordings, Clifton 
Anderson (Sonny’s nephew and trombonist) 
culled live performances from 1980 to 2007 
and then submitted them the saxophon- 
ist’s exacting standards. The result one 
the best live Rollins albums, and therefore 
one of the best albums in his career. The 
pieces are sequenced for pacing rather than 


chronology, part the fun jumping 
from the up-tempo original “Best Wishes” 
the medium-tempo ballad standard “More 
Than You Know” with diminution 
energy imagination and then realizing 
that they were recorded years apart. His 
tone throughout generally big and wet, 
and pieces like the Afro-Latin “Blossom” 
you can hear how his fierce rhythmic articu- 
lation inseparable from his melodic inven- 
tion. More reflective “Some Enchanted 
Evening,” from 2007 Carnegie Hall show, 
Sonny takes few moments comp quietly 
along with Christian McBride’s bass solo, as 
from across crowded room. 


FRANCISCO MELA CIRIO Half Note Here’s 
whole other kind of rhythm. Drummer Mela 
(a regular on the Boston scene) is Cuban, but 
his grooves are tantalizingly abstract 
they are earthy and elemental. And here he 
has a whole other kind of saxophonist, too — 
Mark Turner, with his oblique flurries, start- 
stop phrasing, and lyrical chromatic flights 
and down the full range his horn. 
“Tierra and Fuego” (apt title), Turner and 
guitarist Lionel Loueke play the odd-phrased 
tune over equally odd-accented pattern 
pianist Jason Moran and bassist Larry Crena- 
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Live at Carnegie Hall {World Circuit] 


dier. Mela, meanwhile, plays both inside and 
outside the rhythm once. It’s impossible 

describe how good this sounds, especially 
as Turner gains velocity and Moran and ev- 
eryone else start messing with that groove. 
There are also more-“traditional” pieces 
here, among them couple Mela’s gentle 
son-montuno vocals, intimate and affecting. 
Melao (Ayva) was one of the best jazz discs of 
2006; Cirio is a frontrunner for 2008. 


CARLA BLEY BIG BAND APPEARING NIGHTLY 

| ECM | Recorded live in a Paris club, this is 
Bley’s tribute to big-band music of the ‘sos, 
from her formative days cigarette girl 
Birdland checking coats Basin Street 
or the Jazz Gallery.” But, since she’s Bley, 
the music is anything but typical big-band 
swing. You can hear the signature Bley 
idiosyncrasies in the loping, tragi-comic 
alto-sax line and rhythm that usher in the 
opener, “Creasy Cravy” and its allu- 
sions to “Pretty Baby” and “April in Paris.” 
Bley’s pieces fall so smoothly on the ear 
that’s it’s easy to overlook those idiosyncra- 
sies, take for granted their craft and 
humor. Snippets American songbook and 
bebop standards are woven all through these 
pieces, but as fleeting memories, subordi- 
nated to Bley’s voice. So the Gershwins are 
acknowledged with title and passing 
teference in “Someone To Watch,” and “Salt 
Peanuts” jumps out lightbulb exclama- 
tion. Backgrounds and foregrounds merge: 
trombonist Gary Valente’s exuberant bray 
sounds all the better because of the tension 
between it and the rising organ-and-brass 
harmonies exhorting quietly behind him. 
The composer and her players have worked 
hard so that you won't have to. 


e.s.t.. | LEUCOCYTE | Emarcy | The irresistible 
adjectives describe the Svens- 

son Trio are “cool” and “Nordic.” How else 

approach these Swedes (pianist Svens- 
son, bassist Dan Berglund, and drummer 
Magnus with their stripped-down 
harmonic language, icy echo-chamber 
sound, taste for modern European classical, 
and resistance the basics blues, 
standards, and swing? This the band’s 
valediction after the death of the 44-year-old 
Svensson in a scuba-diving accident in June. 
shows their increasing fascination with 
electronics and experimentation, and just 
about every track shimmers with staticky 
noise. The rock beats, the slow-moving, 
perfectly executed harmonic changes and 
dynamic shifts, and the looped noise and 
echo all refer to ambient, dub, prog, and 
classical minimalism, from the spare melo- 
dies Satie the “process” repetitions 
Feldman and Class. At times, the slow, slow 
composition-long crescendi become down- 
right assaultive, as in the relentless, re- 
peated drum-tattoo climax “Premonition 
Earth.” But plenty quiet ambi- 
ance well, and the sequenced like 

a self-contained suite — unbroken segues 
between some tunes, extended moments of 
silence between others, traditional piano- 
trio piece the halfway point called, 
course, “Jazz.” The final, four-part title piece 
achieves pensive quietude that turns out 
sadder than was probably intended. 
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Village “beatnik” days, 
babysat David Lee Roth Café Wha? 


Voice regeneration 


Richie Havens rages years after Woodstock 


DANIEL BROCKMAN 


stirring piece footage: near 

the beginning Michael Wad- 

leigh’s film of the 1969 Woodstock 

festival, a bearded man in an or- 

ange robe walks up, already furi- 
ously strumming his guitar nears 
the center-stage stool. isn’t dark yet, 
and chaos surrounds him people are 
still pouring and staff are frantic. 
sits down and plows through a riveting 
version of the anti-war screed “Hand- 
some Johnny,” his thumb-over-the-neck 
strumming working intense head 
steam. Although the song ends, 
keeps chugging, slowly building 
another manic foundation. This 
time, he opens his mouth and 
repeats one word, over and over: 
“Freedom.” The song is com- 
pletely improvised, and every 
time I see this clip, I’m over- 
come by the way Richie Havens 
allows the music to overtake 
him, even amid all the distrac- 
tions. What was it like to step 
on stage and walk off the cliff 
into the unknown? 

“I'd been put on the spot before, 

but that time put myself the 
spot, you know?” says Havens 


his instantly recognizable baritone. 
“When stage, usually know the 
first and last songs that I’m gonna do, 
but the rest open space! tune gui- 
tar between songs, song comes me, 
and sing that. follow the music 
the stage.” 

Havens, who comes to the MFA this 
Sunday, has been following his muse 
since was child. started out sing- 
ing various doo-wop groups Brook- 
lyn in the sos, only to gravitate to the 
burgeoning countercultural 

Village folk scene the early 
move that would 
lead his opening slot 
at Woodstock. “I was 19 
when I started [sing- 
ing doo-wop]. And 
you know, doo-wop 
was show business, 
right? But little 
did we really know 
that among the love 
songs, there were 
songs protest, 
like the songs 
hear years later. 
For instance, 


~ 


Frankie Lymon sang ‘Why Fools Fall 
Love?’ good question, right? But 

he also sang this song: ‘No no no no no, 
I’m not a juvenile delinquent!’ Now how 
about that in the 1950s?” 

Still, was eye-opening experience 
for Havens when trip Greenwich Vil- 
lage 1961 revealed completely new 
world poetry, music, and meaning. 
“The older guys the neighborhood [in 
Brooklyn], they were all calling 
niks.’ Me and my partners were all like, 
“What the hell is a beatnik?’ We’re still 
singing doo-wop the corner, right? 
then friend comes two three 
days later and says, ‘See that guy over 
there, with that hat — he’s a beatnik! 
And there’s more the Village!’ 
said, ‘Oh, okay, let’s go see who “we” 
are!’ went over there and found 
the poets. those older guys, they were 
trying inflammatory, but they were 
helping out was the best thing 
that ever happened us!” 

When Havens made it to the Village 
and started hearing the pre-Dylan folk 
of Fred Neil, Dino Valenti, and Tom Pax- 
ton, knew what wanted do. “The 
songs that those guys sang, they moved 
much that wanted sing them. 
But I wasn’t the front guy in all of my 
doo-wop groups. I was the baritone, I 
was the choreographer, I was the stay-in- 
key guy, because | had a deep voice. But I 
would sit in the coffeehouses and clubs, 
night after night, and hear songs like 
‘Tear Down the Walls’ and ‘The Dolphin 
Song’ and ‘To Be a Man.’ One night, Fred 
Neil comes up to me and says, ‘Richie, 
been sitting here for six months 
singing my damn songs from the audi- 
ence take this guitar home and learn 
how play them yourself!’ hands 
guitar, which took home. sat 
down with this guitar, tuned 
major chord, and just started playing it. 
I learned a bunch of these songs in three 
days, and I went back and I played all of 
the songs for Freddie, and flipped out 
and said, ‘If known giving you 
my damned job!’ ” 

Havens got his start as a performer in 
the Village the legendary Cafe Wha?, 
where he joined a tight-knit community 
of like-minded artists and musicians, or 
“poets” likes think them. “The 
guy who ran Cafe Wha?, Manny Roth, 
was the first guy to start paying folk sing- 
ers to play, $25 a week, which was a lot of 
money back then! He had this little kid, 
his sister’s kid, this boy around four or five 
years old, and there were bunch times 
where Manny would come down to the 
club and say, ‘Hey Richie, would you watch 


the kid, back half hour,’ and 
then he’d disappear for three hours! And 
this kid, wound up, decades later, be- 
ing this really popular rock band, can’t 
remember what they were called. But that 
kid, his name was David Lee Roth. half- 
way brought him up!” 

Richie eventually gained notoriety 
folk circles, and that led first his 
signing to Verve records in 1967 and ulti- 
mately his career-defining Woodstock 
gig. But more important, found the 
scene way reach audi- 
ence desperate for message commu- 
nion. “Back then, we weren’t really com- 
petitive, because everyone involved was 
learning whether were singers, 
musicians, comedians even. The songs 
that sung the late tended 
become prophetic the mid when 
you saw lot people speaking out and 
realizing that the songs were talking 
about right now.” 

Havens'’s latest album, Nobody Left To 
Crown (Verve Forecast), offers his usual 
mix well-positioned covers and impas- 
sioned originals. The title track (which 
appeared his A&M album Mirage 
a somewhat different form) is a biting 
tune that he once introduced live with 
the explanation that “a guy pissed me off 
one day and I wrote this song; his name 
was Richard Nixon.” Like pretty much 
everything Havens does, the song is more 
hopeful and upbeat than you might ex- 
pect from its political frankness and 
can still let loose the vocal and guitar- 
strumming maelstrom that the world was 
introduced to in 69. “I don’t really record 
sing tune times because some pro- 
ducer’s ear. 1 know what I’m doing when I 
sing a song, so that’s the way it happens.” 

When Richie was that Wood- 
stock stage, figuring out how wrap 
his set while he was strumming his 
guitar, “I had to really make a connec- 
tion. | thought about the spontaneity 
arriving this place that most 
only had in mind. It was the greatest 
happening that’s what called them 
those days, which meant way 
that they were divinely produced and 
thought about seeing all the people 
from the helicopter had take get 
the stage, and how all I could think was, 
“Wow, we finally made it!’ and ‘That's it, 
they can’t hide us anymore!’ And then I 
knew what to sing!” © 


RICHIE HAVENS Museum Fine Arts’ 
Remis Auditorium, 465 Huntington Ave, 
617.369.3306 www.mfa.org 
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with Heir tha Streetz 


_BY CHRIS FARAONE 


Saturday night Good 

Life, veteran hip-hop 
scenester Ricky Powell blessed 
roomful wide-eyes with 
his world-famous slide show, 
which flashed and joked 
about his pics celebs ranging 
from Jam Master Jay to John 
Lee Hooker. self-described 
turned-photographer and host 
the legendary New York 
cable-access show Rappin’ with 
the Rickster, Powell — who's also 
known the “Fourth Beastie 
Boy” has made career out 
shooting superstars and nail- 
ing groupies without having 
perform. You might recall his 
name from the song “Car Thief” 
off Paul's Boutique: “Homeboy 
throw the towel/Your girl got 
dicked by Ricky Powell.” 

On the same night, across 
town at Harpers Ferry, Boston 
rap character Wally Sparks stood 
outside the Styles P show inter- 
viewing cats with Frankie Blan- 
co, the co-producer and camera- 
man behind their nightly Com- 
cast cable-access show, Heir 2 tha 
$treetz. Although he’s a long way 
from attaining Powell-level status and 
still short way from having panties slung 
him Sparks has year become 
highly visible face Boston’s rap scene. His 
half-hour show, which splices interviews 
with music videos and everything else you 
might find on Beef, Smack, and Cheddar DVDs, 
channel 12. That’s hours total. 

In nearly two decades of Rappin’ with the 
Rickster there have been three essential ele- 
ments to Powell’s success — vision, hustle, 
and hilarity — and Sparks packs every one. 
Heir doesn’t discriminate; Sparks and Blanco 
are almost every concert, often landing 
exclusives with heavyweights like AZ and 
De La Soul, but, in the spirit of cable access, 
allowing scrubs to shine as well. In fact, the 
less famous someone is, the better chance 
he’ll say something hysterically foolish, like 
claiming he’s the “King Boston” despite 
having released just one CD-R mixtape. 

Unlike most “hood DVDs,” as shoddily 
compiled street rap videos are often called, 
Sparks’s show more fun than threatening. 
comically inclined host who can simul- 
taneously make guests feel comfortable and 
wink viewers when his subjects give their 
phone numbers away unsolicited, shout out 
entire neighborhoods name name, and 
claim chief executives imaginary 
businesses. $treetz hardly Meet the 
Press; guests are not only permitted hy- 
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Wally Sparks cracks local rap 


HIS GUEST Heir tha Streetz hardly Meet the Press 
hyperbole valued over accountability. 


perbolize without being held accountable, 
they’re almost encouraged so. 

know that take whole different 
approach than lot these other guys,” 
says Sparks. little more positive, and 
want people laugh. lot those hood 
DVDs are about turning people against each 
other, and there’s too much that going 
on. It’s not like I go out of my way to make 
funny, don’t write any ques- 
tions advance, guess that helps.” 

Sparks, who also rhymes and has 
dropped more than mixtapes since 2004 
(he’s at Harpers this Friday), hopes his 
show will take him the proverbial “next 
level” the one most his guests claim 
taking to. and Blanco are pitching 
Heir stations; the mean- 
time they’re compulsively shooting and 
editing. And though years ago might 
have been absurd think that cable-ac- 
cess show with chronically misspelled cap- 

tions and name that half the interviewees 
mispronounce (“Ear to the Streets”) could 
make it all the way, these days Heir and Rap- 
pin’ with the Rickster would the most enter- 
taining programs on MTV. © 


WALLY SPARKS + A.S.N. + BRE & GHARD 

+ KAYBIGGSS7 + RE-SURCH + AZ | Harpers 
Ferry, 158 Brighton Ave, Aliston December 
harpersferryboston.com 


ALPHABET ARM DESIGN 


Frequently asked 


questions 


Pop’s great rhetorical inquiries answered 


uncomfortably erotic detail 


WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF LOVE? Book of Love (1990) was a 

low-budget teen comedy that rented once whim. 
All I remember is that it’s set in the 1950s and features 
Michael McKean in a minor role; it was written by Wil- 
liam Kotzwinkle, author series books called Walter 
the Farting Dog. for the song “Book Love,” believe that 
answer the question posed within would circular and 
redundant, for surely the songwriters didn’t intend to ask 


who had written their own song, unless they had some sort 
amnesia. 


WHO PUT THE BOMP IN THE BOMP-A-BOMP-A-BOMP? Various acts 
claim have injected the bomp, among them Jan and 
Dean and Frankie Lymon. But believe that the bomp has 
always been the bomp-a-bomp-a-bomp, for without the 
bomp, the bomp-a-bomp-a-bomp could not exist. more 
basic question, would suggest, whether the 
bomp-a-bomp could exist without the ram-a-lam-a-ding- 
dong: yes, but it wouldn’t be as good. 


HOW SOON NOW? From scientific perspective, this ques- 
tion is nonsensical: “now” is the present, and a degree of 
soonness can’t applied it. looked the micro- 
scopic scale of the universe or something, maybe we'd find 
that now is actually soon, but it’s just very, very soon, too 
soon detected the naked eye. Perhaps great physi- 
cist could answer this question, like maybe [that wheel- 
chair guy]. Editor, please insert name of that wheelchair guy so I don't 
look stupid. 


WHY DO FOOLS FALL IN 
LOVE? Because they’re 
too foolish perceive 
how ugly the other 
fools are, and that’s 
why there are so 
many ugly, foolish 
babies born every day. To 
learn more about theo- 
ries, you might like read 
this informative newslet- 

ter print basement. 
It’s about wonderful sci- 
ence called eugenics, and it’s 
going revitalize the human 
race — no, just kidding, 
you elitist asshole. Let the 
fools have their love. It’s 
all they’ve got. 


WHAT'S THE FRE- 
QUENCY KENNETH? I’m 
assuming you meant 
to ask, “What's the fre- = 
quency [of] According 
to the 2005 census, there are a 
approximately 1,205,102 Ken- 
neths in the United States, and Pee 
that makes itthe17th mostcom- 


BUDDY DUNCAN 


mon male first name. There- 
fore, the frequency Ken- 


neths is about 0.826 percent. 


HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE ON YOUR OWN? What? Are you asking 


me? I suppose I’m not really on my own, but I appreciate 
your 


WHO'S THAT GIRL RUNNING AROUND WITH YOU? Why is this 
thing getting personal? I’m just trying help people out 
answering the great inscrutable questions pop music, 
so let’s not make this into something it’s not. But, since 
you asked, that’s Amanda. We don’t really do a lot of run- 
ning around, however. 


IS SHE REALLY GOING OUT WITH HIM? Hey, c’mon, pal, I’m 
right here. 


CAN YOU FEEL THE LOVE TONIGHT? You mean right now? Well, 
guess we've established kind camaraderie during the 
course of this thing, so yeah, sure, I guess I can feel the 
love, in a sort of masculine, Viking, two-dudes-hanging- 
out way. High five. 


EVER FALLEN IN LOVE WITH SOMEONE YOU SHOULDN'T HAVE FALLEN 
IN LOVE WITH? I think we've all found ourselves attracted to 
the wrong person at some point, but I’d rather not get into 
it just now. Why do you ask? Do you have something in 
your eye? Why you keep winking? 


ARE YOU LONESOME TONIGHT? Not particularly. I’m probably 
going have some dinner with girlfriend. Remember? 
mentioned her earlier. fact, it’s getting pretty late, 
maybe should wrap this thing up. 


ARE YOU GONNA GO MY WAY? Which way is that, 
exactly? Why are you smiling at me like that? 


i DO YA THINK I’M SEXY? I’m not sure | like the 
direction this heading. Maybe should 
stick puzzles like who let the dogs out and 
whatnot. But answer your question, 
guess decent-looking dude, but 
I’m not really the best person to judge 
that, you catch drift. 


> WHY DON’T WE DO IT IN THE ROAD? 

social taboos prevent from 
— wait a minute, pal, I’m starting 
see going here. I’m 
flattered, but maybe we should just 

call night. 


SHOULD | STAY OR SHOULD 
1G0? I think it would be 
better you left, actu- 
ally. No offense, but this 

whole thing getting 
little weird. 


WHERE HAVE ALL THE 
COWBOYS GONE? | don't 
know, man. Maybe 
try one of the bars 


Come early, have dinner 
and get the best seat! 


State-of-the-Art Sound 
Gourmet Dining Free Parking 


GET TICKETS NOW! 


For full schedule and tickets 
visit showcaselive.com 
any Ticketmaster® location 
call 866-448-7849 


Live at Patriot Place Gillette Stadium, F 
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Barnicle keep things nice and friendly 


possible I’m working backward 
from a bullshit conclusion, but I'm 
half-convinced the main topic most arts- 
and-entertainment journalism isn’t actually 
arts or entertainment. Lots of the time, A&E 
writers are writing about themselves and 
their own hang-ups. I’m exception. 

Conversely, Friends of B., an infectious EP 
from the Brighton band Barnicle, is designed 
to be a sonic love letter to their social circle — 
a far less self-indulgent objec- 
tive. Says rhythm guitarist 
and Boston Music Award- 
nominated songbird Karen 
Barnicle, before munching a 
vegan burger and, a bit later, 
drinking Zombie cocktail 
at Deep Ellum in Allston, “I 
wanted to write songs about 
my friends. I think it makes 
them feel special, and wanted make 
them feel happy.” 

Awwww! How sweet is that? 

In accordance with my aforementioned 
theory, I waste much of our interview (where 
we're joined by lead guitarist Kevin Rheault) 
projecting my adoration of early/mid-’90s 
faux-ternative onto this co-ed quartet. “Hey 
Jealousy” by the Gin Blossoms, for instance, 
has little direct connection with Barnicle, but 
bring several Barnicle’s whole 
thing is generally piquant and sentimental 
while retaining strident guitars and kickin’ 
backbeats. So I thought, “saccharine yet rock- 
in’,” and I made a knee-jerk association with 


nor Dan St the id f 
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LIFE PARTNERS. EARTH PEOPLE OR- 
THICK SHAKES. HATS AND GLASSES 


4 


CELLARS 
STARLIGHT 


BARRY THOMPSON 


that oft-forgotten spate glossy grunge. But 
turns out there were songs like that the 
‘70s and ’80s, too. Thanks in part to Barnicle, 
we also have songs like that now. 

“As the person writing these songs 
express myself, I’m kind psyched 
happy, not angsty,” Karen B. muses. The 
project named after her and not vice versa. 
What’s more, she’s a distant relative of Mike 
Barnicle, but they’ve never met — and nei- 
ther she cranky. 

“Take ‘Lovin’ You,’ she 
continues, offering a track 
from Friends illustrate 
her 

Rheault: “If you listen to 
the lyrics, it depicts a relation- 
ship that happens post- 
apocalyptic environment.” 

Karen “It’s ajab 
consumerism, about appreciating what you 
have. all you need, your friends. try 
not buy anything. Ninety-five percent 
the things own gotten thrift stores. 

think get cooler and more unique things 
because it. like old stuff.” 

The band buy all their gear used, and 
their vehicles have almost all been converted 
run used vegetable oil. Cute and en- 
dearing though their songs may be, they 
don’t shy away from sticking the man, 
but they aren’t necessarily fretting the col- 
lapse civilization, either long no- 
body gets hurt. 

Barnicle began modestly 2005, with 


The 
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EDITED BY SHAULA CLARK 


THE LONGWALLS: 
“TOP FIVE SONGS 
FOR THE COMING 
ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE” 


THE LONGWALLS CELEBRATE 
THE RELEASE OF FIELD GUIDE 
FOR THE ZOMBIE SURVIVALIST 
AT LIZARD LOUNGE THIS FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 19. 


SUPPORT GROUP wanted write songs about friends,” says Karen Barnicle (in the 
arms Lucian Garro, Lindsey Starr, and Kevin Rheault). 


then-novice songwriter Karen former 
Piebald drummer Lucian “Luke” Garro, and 

four-track. the wake the inevitable 
formative-years series line-up changes, 
now have bassist Lindsey Starr and Rheault, 
a survivor of both the ’90s NYC hardcore 
scene and bike accident that left him bed- 
ridden for three months. even had 
relearn how to walk. Before the accident, 
had all but given music run his 
own business. Less than three years later, 
Barnicle are one his several musical proj- 


Here they come a-wassailing 


ROCK BANDS, THROAT SINGERS, AND PARTRIDGE PEAR TREE 


jovi's v n from A Very Special Christm 5, which heavily he former), recently performed on a 
was a Special Olympics benefit p.We'rea Béla Fleck mas CD. Besides, there are few 
doing two originals that may h { 3 things more festive (and otherworldly) than voca 
Ww lated them Ra overtones. © 
3 LIFE PARTNERS + EARTH 
THICK SHAKES + HATS 
FREQUENCIES AND GLASSES + WEYMOS | 
hroat BY SUSANNA BOLLE Milky Way Lounge & Lanes, 
ALASH 


403-405 Centre St, jamaica 

| $5 | 617.524.3740 or www. 
milkywayjp.com ALASH Lily Pad, 1353 Cam- 

www.lily-pad.net 


MISFITS, “MOMMY, 
CAN OUT AND KILL 
TONIGHT 

2_THE WEATHER GIRLS, 
“IT’S RAINING MEN” 

3_KING MISSILE, 
“DETACHABLE PENIS” 

ADDICTION, “TED, 
JUST ADMIT 

5_THE POLICE, 


ects, and he’s touring guitar tech for Drop- 
kick Murphys. Talk about punk rawkin’ 
way to overcome adversity. 

There irony here: Barnicle’s high- 
est-charting song based 
they've never met. Karen B.’s solo acoustic 
cover Katy Perry’s Kissed Girl” rose 
#20 the iTunes pop chart. But 
they’re likely better known stateside for 
the less demure 2008 BMA Local Song 
the Year nominee “Texas Mike,” which 
they wrote for one their pals, noted 
event promoter and dude went hard- 
core shows with way back when we were 
both undergrads at Northeastern. 

Having tracked down Texas Mike be- 
fore was scheduled one night 
Harpers Ferry, | asked him a few questions 
twice had been drinking little), and for 
some reason serenaded him with both his 
themesong and “Hey Jealousy.” Fortunately, 
Texas Mike is not easily fazed by peculiar 
behavior. really poppy, with little bit 
of a breakdown toward the end,” he says of 
the tribute tune. “Just rocking out. It’s a fun 
time. That’s Texas Mike. how 
there are bands where playing, all 
those friends you may or may not see every 
weekend, you know there. me, 
Barnicle’s that kind of band.” 

In other words, Barnicle are not to be 


BARNICLE + Dj KEN + Dj MICHAEL V | “The Pill” 
Great Scott, 1222 Comm Ave, Allston Decem- 

scottboston.com 


DECEMBER 19, 2008 ARTS MUSIC EVENTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 
: 
re 
ok 
— 
yn Boston's musical fringes this year 
ee and that makes the holiday rock show at the Milky 
We re a cover of Clare rter 
i eee y / w this as the sar rce for Run jrone whistle of throat singing might not seem 


Sarah Rabdau 


BON IVER 


THE BiG CHILL 
WILBUR THEATRE DECEMBER 


Every music has its season, and who can imagine Bon Iver 
tour in the summertime? Justin Vernon's songs, fed on heart- 
break and isolated introspection, would just make all the team 
sports and giddy sex look vulgar. But cold Sunday night, 
with the clear moon beaming down and holiday lights iridesc- 
ing the Common, made lot sense. And after all, his 
band’s name taken from the French bon winter.” 

The crowd coming from the cold was young, excited, and 
wrapped flannel though the Wilbur Theatre had been 
given over village wimpy lumberjacks. Vernon, who took 
the stage part five-piece band, has been caught lot 
this year’s Pitchfork-centered scenesterism, but he’s much 
better than that, his set proved. tall, well-spoken, and 
unpretentious this last unexpected, given the music and 
the voice that spills out him unbelievable. loves play 
around with the spot where his voice breaks, and when hits 
just right, his falsetto can make your heart feel guilty for beat- 
ing. His gentle, electric rendition Stacks” did just that. 
Only the security guards, passing quietly through the aisles like 
bowling balls, dared to move. 

The band who joined the former solo folkie played brilliantly, 
and they helped bring out the moody, occasionally sadistic 
bitterness that runs through a lot of his music. “Skinny Love” 
is one of the best songs I’ve heard in a while, but I can’t under- 
stand why people find comforting. Two drummers, break- 
ing the vocal reverie with big, dull thuds, helped darken 
the mood, 

The five-piece set-up seems here stay, which good 
thing. Bon Iver ended the evening with “Blood Bank,” the brood- 
ing title track from their new EP, and its low gothic roll was 
good reminder of why they’re so much better than their indie 
peers. Fleet Foxes make pretty songs, but that’s 
harmless historians. Bon Iver have teeth and demons. 

Richard Beck 


BEACH HOUSE 


MADE THE DARK 
MUSEUM FINE ARTS DECEMBER 


“No, seriously, can you turn them 
down?” A few songs into their set at the 
MFA’s Remis Auditorium Friday, Beach 
House’s Victoria Legrand gave second, 
graver plea for less light, and for mo- 
ment wondered what would happen 
the lighting guy didn’t comply. wasn’t 
exactiy bright in the room to begin 

with, but the band trudged funereally 
through their lugubrious dreamscapes, 
request “Let there less light” made 
more and more sense. 

With shuffling and echoing pro- 
grammed beats, spindly guitar lines, 
and keyboards set to haunting pre-sets, 
each song was like another go-round on 
a particularly morbid amusement-park 
ride, where voices reverberated longingly 


and Matt Graber 


HELLO, DARKNESS Victoria Legrand was 
right ask for less light. 


MP3 the Week 


SARAH RABDAU AND ASSASSINS, “JACKIE” 


That was good, right?” utte 


RabDAU and Self-Empl 


her powerful piano chops. Since she’s teamed up with Graber a 
A piano and drums set-up could easily veer into maudlin, but he 


ndr 


drops at Lizard Lounge on january 23. in the meantime, you can catch Sarah with Ad Frank at Great Scott this Sunday 


WAS THE BEST SHOW 
SAW THIS WEEK? 


Text BOSPHX, then a space then 
your comments to 22122" Read 
the most interesting comments 
in next week's paper, and all com- 
ments online at thePhoenix com 


*<TANDARD TEXT-MESSACING 


RATES APPLY 


and you could see the next part while still 
hearing the previous one off in the dis- 
tance. Guitarist Alex Scally’s glistening 
fingerwork played in conjunction with 
the slow pulse the electronic beats 

and Legrand’s offhandedly eerie lilt, and 
the songs were delivered like a series of 
waves, the force cresting and breaking, 
then slowly subsiding, only rebuild 
again steady pace. 

“Pick apart the past, not go- 
ing back,” sang Legrand in “Gila” (from 
2008's Devotion), summing up the mood 
stunned regret and nonchalant sad- 
ness. If you were there to get energized 
or rocked, you'd have been bored shitless 
as the band coated the mostly bescarfed 
crowd with their aural codeine. But 
you went to find transcendent hope ina 
morass sadness, this performance hit 
sublime pinnacles that some need drugs 
reach. 


Daniel Brockman 


v. thephoenix.corn/onthedownload 


ownioad 


BONE ZONE AND ADORABLE 
PAJAMAS MASS MARKET 


playing this show,” says Bone Zone 


bassist Matt Zaccarino, as he leans against 
the stage 


a 
Center Sunday and 


t the fa 


e far end of M Art's P 
looks out over tables 
and tables of hand 
to-hand commerce 
taking place in the 
big, echoey, gym 
nasium-sized room 
Shopping music has 
thus far been pumped 
out of two turntables 


at food-court levels 


m n bout drink ne about 
about drinking d driving.”) The custom 
ers filter in through a kind of roller-coaster 
queue once you're done chatting with 
someone, it's tough to avoid av 


m or her for another five minutes unles: 


you have an exit strategy 


After flicking their amps, Bone Zone 
start at full volume. It’s loud, punchy, and 
shrill, but the feared “Head for the Exits” 
fect kick in, and the antsy 
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ters Grummer Matt Graber in the final seconds of this brand-spanking-new MP3 from Sarah 
Assassins. Yes, it's very very good. you know the sweetly voiced Rabdau, likely 
: _ a at igs J fond of the way her wispily crisp vocal plays so nicely with an assortment of hazy textures, moody moods, and of course 
i A a Rabdau and Graber conjure something closer to a lost 
Pi <wnoer” m é ' Lauper song pounded out in a pub. Of course, you won't be able to hear those results until their homonymous debut 
= 
f — 7 tier. ' alone with Nassy, Aloud, and Hallelujah the Hills, and grab “Jackie” from www 
| ing into the sea of homy art pieces, fashion 
srows with ever 3nnual Mass Market event 
HOT VOX justin falsetto can make your heart feel guilty for beating. very 
this being the third). Electrical outlets 
rated with cutouts from vintage girlie mag 
: ewelry, epileptically colored prints on giant 
posterboard — it’s all here. Liz Coffey pushes 
Block!" (She's sold out of the mixtapes she 
* 
ation actually seems to work to their advar 
a tion sndreds of half ught-ou 
; like it. Misgivings aside, the band fit right int 
| Es they make it a little harder to barter. © 


LUKEWARM- 
LANTA 


MUSIQ SOULCHILD 
ONMYRADIO | Atlantic | Al 
though he was born and bred in 


hila adelphia, a land where no 


mplete without a 
g of Fender Rhodes 
z Soulchild has never 
quite fit into the neo-soul scene 
populated by the Brotherly Love 
likes of Bilal and Jill Scott. Yet 
with his headphone-friendly ar 
rangements and his penchant for 
hippy-dippy linguistics — see last 
year’s Luvanmusiq — neither has he 
found a place alongside such more 
straightforward (and hunkier 
crooners as Joe and Avant. “Radio,” 
the lead single from his latest, 
makes it no easier to categ prize 
him — it’s a bare-bones hip-hop 
track that advertises his new home 
base of Atlanta. The downside of 
this open-armed approach is a 

lack of sonic specificity; OnMyRadio 
occasionally blands out into a non 
descript stew of melismatic vocals 
and slow-jam beats. The upside is 
an eclectic guest list: one of this 
album's two best cuts, “IfULeave,” 
features Mary J. Blige, and the 
other, “IWannaBe,” co-stars Da 
mian Marley 


_Mikael Wood 


THROWBACK 
THROWDOWN 


VARIOUS ARTISTS | 
INSTRO HIPSTERS A GO-GO! | 
Psychic Circle | Instro Hipsters A Go- 
Go! enters an already oversaturated 
market of thematically based beat, 
mod, psych, and garage box sets 
The organizing principle behind 


t..¢ - 


TRAUMA CLUB The dead-eyed, auto-tuned vocals and canned pianos Kanye 
latest contribute harrowing vision emotional shellshock. 


one (at, oof, 128 tracks) is 


in umental music from the '6os 
and ‘70s. What does this mean? 
Five discs of B-movie car-chase or 
drug-romp music marked by — in 
order of frequency — vamping 
Hammond organs, swinging 
horns, blissfully fuzzed guitars, 
humorous rim shots, and a few 
ooohs and aaahs for sex appeai 
Is it all good? Well, yes! And the 
compilers provide a wide swath 
of styles — blatant popsters Dave 
Clark Five and Herman's Hermits 
rub up against Les Yper Sound, 
who boast the avant-garde com 
poser and musique concréte origina 
tor Pierre Henry as one of their 
nembers. Do you need five discs of 
this? No, but when you rip them, 
the fantastic liner notes will make 
up for the suck on your hard drive. 
Most of the bands here had more 
than a few full albums, and the 
good-sized bios and discographies 
will lead the non-collector in the 
direction of some new sounds, not 
to mention some awesome band 
names — Wynder K. Frog ended up 
being my favorite. 


Devin King 


SYNTHETIC 
SOUL 


ANTHONY HAMILTON | 
THE POINT OF IT ALL | Zomba) 
Anthony Hamilton is like a lat- 
ter-day Bill Withers, with a gruff, 
straight-talkin’ voice that can 
holler at you from across the room 
and then downshift to a gentler, 
fatherly tone once you draw close. 
Next to Cee-Lo Creen, Hamilton 
has one of the best voices in the 
contemporary soul crop. Yet that 
voice continues to be paired with 
an increasingly clinical produc- 
tion zsthetic: programmed beats, 
bright tinkling pianos, and key- 


THE BEST NEW 
HEARD LATELY? 


board horns (for real?) create the 

template for his latest. The prob- 

lem with this sound isn’t that it's 

contemporary or hip-hop-inspired 

any soul singer who doesn't 

live in the present, after all, is 

unfairly dubbed “retro”) — it’s 

just lifeless. Hamilton attempts 

to resuscitate it with his warm 

voice, but the record plods on with 

one mid-tempo nodder after an 

other. Finally, at track 10, a true 

hook: “Fallin’ in Love” trips into 

a deep, contagious groove, and 

it’s followed by the gospel steam 

of “Prayin’ for You (Superman).” 

That's nearly a last-minute save, 

but synthetic agendas beat out raw 

human emotion in this go-round 
Zeth Lundy 


WEST COASTS 


®®® KANYE WEST | 808s AND 
HEARTBREAK | Roc-A-Fella | 
Kanye West is rattled. His fourth 
album is a slow plunge backward 
into an awful last year — engage- 
ment called off, mother dead — 
and despite the adorable deflated 
heart balloon on the cover, it’s 

not just sadness that makes these 
songs tick. There’s a broader range 
of bad feelings: rage, grief, and 
loathing all mixed up and fight- 
ing for attention. Kanye is after a 
very specific sound on this release, 
the dead-eyed, auto-tuned vocals 
and canned pianos contributing to 
a harrowing vision of emotional 
shellshock. The songs bleed into 
one another; only “Love Lock- 
down,” with its magnificent drum 
breakdown, really grabs you by the 
throat. There are also more out- 
right failures than you'd expect — 
especially “RoboCop,” with its aw- 
fui chorus — and some of it sounds 
too much like the soundtrack to 

a moody action flick. But then 


‘ 
“ts 


Send an e-mail to letters 
phx.com or text BOSPH* 
then a space, then your 
comments to 22122.” 


there's “Bad News,” with a gentle 
dubstep patter and Kanye's voice 
breaking behind the software. 
Does it speak well for this record 
that I'm genuinely worried about 
him now? 

Richard Beck 


POPPIN’, ETC. 


®® AKON | FREEDOM | Universal | 
Back in April 2007, R&B singer 
and rapper Akon dry-humped a 
15-year-old girl on stage, an inci- 
dent that led to some overblown 
criticism in the conservative media. 
For those who haven't YouTubed 
it, “We Don't Care” recounts the 
details: it's a track about peeping 
a dime piece with a “big booty, 
small waist” and having to “bag 
her” right there at the club. Akon 
has publicly apologized for the in- 
cident, but he begs to differ here: 
after noticing people watching him 
“droppin’ and poppin’,” he admits 
that it makes him want “to keep 
grinding.” Although this moment 
of catharsis is a highlight, the rest 
of Freedom is mostly lame club tunes 
with mega-auto-tuned vocals about 
wishing “I could just stop by and 
lay by your side.” But that “shawty 
leanin’ ” shit rocks during “I'm So 
Paid,” where trapstar extraordinaire 
Young Jeezy and current Hot Boy Lil 
Wayne help rain dollar bills because 
they're “number one hustlas get- 
ting’ money.” For Akon's sake, let’s 
hope the strippers are 18+. 

_David Boffa 


RARE SOUL 


DOO® LITTLE WILLIE JOHN | 
NINETEEN SIXTY SIX: THE DAVID 
AXELROD AND HB BARNUM SES- 
SIONS | Kent Records UK | In 1964, 
soul pioneer Little Willie John shot 
a guy who was coming on to his 
lady. Willie died in jail four years 
later, to the grief of all who knew 
and admired him, and that in- 
cluded main disciple James Brown. 
For a few months in early 1966, 
however, Willie was out on parole 
while his (eventually unsuccess- 
ful) appeal made its way through 
the system, and he cut an album’s 
worth of material for Capitol with 
David Axelrod and HB Barnum. 
The comeback was stillborn: Willie 
made his terminal trip to prison 
just as his previous label blocked 
the album's release. This CD debuts 
the master takes and an entire set 
of alternate bonus tracks, all solid 
examples of the best professional, 
big-budget soul of the most desir- 
able vintage. He tips his hat to the 
late great Johnny Ace with a cover 
of “Never Let Me Go” (the outtake 
here might be the definitive rendi- 
tion), and in “If 1 Loved You” — one 
of those lush Eisenhower-era bal- 
lads — you can tell how much James 
Brown's strange crooning obsession 
stemmed from his love for Willie. 
Axelrod’s touch is most obvious in 
the handful of tracks aiming for 
the “Capitol sound” (vocal choirs, 
strings, up-front vibes, electric 
piano), ike “Welcome to the Club,” 
where Willie’s Detroit vocals sail 
over a loungy West Coast-cool ar- 
rangement fit for a Rat Packer. 
The CD-cover homage to Freddie 
Hubbard's Blue Note albums is an 
apt setting for this recovered jewel 
of a record. 


Gustavo Turner 


OUR RATING 


Good 
Okay 

Not Good 

Stinks 


URL addresses for all downloads are available 
www.thephoenix.com/download 


Download 


_BY MICHAEL BRODEUR 


4 the Potters 


Nothing screams Christmas like children dabbling with 
sorcery. Which why Harry and the Potters’ annual Yule 
Ball is such a howling success every year. This Sunday, the 
fourth installment will kick off the Middle East down- 
Stairs right as darkness sets in (i.e., 5 pm doors for the 
all-ages constituency), and the line-up will leave young 
and old agog with giddy delight. Plus, three bucks from 
each ticket sale will straight the Harry Potter Alliance, 
grass-roots organization Potterphiles who fight rape 
Darfur and genocide Specifics can real down- 
er, so we'll follow the HPA‘s lead and just call them “the Dark 


Arts real Below, sampling what's store. 


Harry and 
the Potters 


You really haven't rocked 
out till you've seen a Harry 
and the Potters show. Little 
kids lose their shit and roll 
around on nightclub floors 
parents attempt to dance 
hipsters relax a little, and 
you leave with a strange 
desire to quash evil. We 
picked this sone with a 
flicker of hope that it was 
about us, but it’s not — it’s 
about ail of us. Sniff 


The Whompin 
Willows 


Rhode Island seems to be a 
hotbed of this wizard-rock 
business. At the top of the 
Rhody heap stand Draco 
and the Malfoys (also on 
the bill), but Providence’s 
Whomping Willows are 
becoming fast favorites 
This track tells the origin 
story of the band, with 
Draco himself advising the 
young Matt Maggiacomo 
that “wizard rock bands/ 
Are the sweetest bunch of 
bands/And most of them 
are girls/And you're basi- 
Cally a man.” 


The LeeVees 
HOW 00 YOU SPELL CHANNUKKAH 
The LeeVees' mission, as we 
understand it, is to create 
a Catalogue of high-quality 
Hanukkah songs — because, 
really, how many are there? 
This one addresses a ques- 
tion that had our heads 
spinning like a dreidel just 
one sentence ago, and 
the answer remains far 
from clear. As singer Adam 
Gardner (of Guster!) details 
Back in elementary school/ 
A Spanish kid told me/That 
it starts with a silent ‘}'/But 
julio was wrong 


Jason Anderson 
and the Best 


Jason Anderson doesn't 
sing about wizards, 
potions, or jews (well, not 
specifically), but as far as 
we can tell from his free 
downloadable EP For the 
Ladies, he does have at 
least one topic worthy 

of multi-song concentra- 
tion: the ladies. “Caitlin” 
and “juliet” are both fine 
little ditties, but we like 
“Lindsy” — even though 
she probably doesn't even 
know we're alive 
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Your Holidays With Blue Moon. 


Tune Your Computer Pandora.com/stations/bluemoon Stream Our Holiday 


Artfully Crafted. 


4 te 40 
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Stayin’ posi since 1999. 


NEVER 
WANT TOOLS 


UTS GIFT 
SEASON. 


GIVE 


SARD THIS 


£17-S24 3740 

403-405 Centre Sire 

www. milkywoyip.com 328 Worcester Road. Framingham MA 508.405.2829 


TUE 


PM DOOR 
CLUBS 
THEN: ) UNION BOXING DAY CELEBRATION FEATURING : 
THOUSANDS apis JAKE ine THE JAK § See Club Directory for phone and 
SAT addresses. 
AMERIC CIETY BENEFIT TEAM SHRED P RE ESENTS 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Piain | 
10 pm | Lagoon 
ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6:30 pm | 


S - ALL AGE Viri Dimayuga 
BEEHIVE | Boston | Bobby Keyes 
ARCHERS McD 


BURREN | Somerville | Swinging 
Johnsons 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 


me 


SUN 


TEAM SHRED PRESENTS Cambridge | “The Twisted Rico Revue” 
HE MIDNIGHT | tne ERS A) ELEMENTAL ZAZEN, RITE HOOK with Milquetoast + Caged Heat + Vul- 
Oth ONE HAPPY ISLAND, COTTON CANDY Garity + Erin Harpe 
ORCE FALLEN fra THE MODIFIERS CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
yt MATH THE BAND bridge | Chicken Slacks 
A ON TH 
MOUNT favs) APPLE BETTY, MISS FAIRCHILD Underground” with Dj Mars 
ABRAM BROWN GAS len & the Archcriminals + Jessy & the 


Jingle Belles + Egos 

CLEAR CONSCIENCE CAFE Cam- 
bridge | Sal Baglio + Julie Dougherty 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm and 
10 pm | “Covers Night” with Lori McK- 


TE TO 


PRAY F DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm | 
LEEDZ EDUTAINMENT PRESENTS Brian Locher 
HOSEN BRER STEP: Regressing To Apes + Tokyo Tramps 
MR pene DRAFT | Aliston | “CNC Music Mara- 
3 * SHURM » SLIPWAX DARK CLOUD + PAT G thon” with Christie Leigh + Brian Bur- 


rill + Chris Ross 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | “Le 
Nouveau” with Dj Matthew 

ESTATE | Boston | “Clamlife Thurs- 
days” with Dj Richie Ladue 

FELT | Boston | 10 pm | “Club Naked/ 
Pleasurable Thursdays” with Dj Dr. 
Rea + Dj Marcus Christian: Nightclub 
| “True Music Thursdays” with Chris 
Albert + Max Klau Band + Bad Apples: 
Lounge 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Special Treats: 
Surprise Djs” 

GREAT SCOTT | Allston | Scrooges 

+ Slim Jim & the Madcows + Night 
Prowler + Cocked N" Loaded + Dj Ken 
Cmar 

HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Night 
Marchers + Obits + Two Tears 
HENNESSY'S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston 
| Fly Switch 

ICARUS | Boston | 6:30 pm | Keigo Hi- 
rakawa & Matt Hogan 

JOHNNY B'S | Somerville | “X-Mas 
Benefit Party” with Chandler Travis 

+ Livingston Taylor + Sean Wortis + 


GR 1D TASMA 


THE Mi wi HTY 


iN 


SON 


RES, MAG 
ED BY 
ROLL 


HRISTIAN 


URTLE 


1A0 MICHAEL BERNIER & THE UPRISING 
yn CITY AND COLOUR 

THE ROSEBUDS 

129 ANSARI 

POWERMAN sooo 
MURDER BY BEATH 


MUSIC BEGINS AFTER DINNER raha 
THU . MAMBO BEAT CLUB 

FRI - SOLID! FLAVORMEARD 

SAT - SOULAELUJAH - PJ GRAY 

SUN - 00 IT AGAIN 

MON - KINGSLEY FLOOD. RYAN LEE CROSBY 
TUE - 0) NOOK 

WED CLOSED 


HU - CHELSEA COTY COUNCIL 
PRI SULIA WHITE, MY LUCKY STARS 

SAT - PO BOYS HAMMOND B-3 ORGAN TRIO 
SUN - BELLY DANCE SHOW 

MON -LAURA GANG 

TUE - ANDRES MILLAN 

WED - CLOSED 


Merrie Amsterberg + Jennifer Kimball 
& Ry Cavanaugh 
LA LUNA CAFE | Cambridge | Ariane 
Martins 
ULY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Low- 
ercase p | 10 pm | Gertz/Bergonzi/ 
Kaufman 
UZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | Ange- 
line + Gene Dante & the Puture Star- 
lets + Amber Delaurentis 
MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline 
17 pm | “Irish Sessions” with Shea 
Walker | 10 pm | Wild Sextet 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Chelsea City Council 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge | 
“X-Mas at the Middle East” with Keys 
To the Streets Of Fear + Hands & Knees 
+ Mr, Sister + King Satan + Dj Apol- 
lonia Timore 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Make it New” 
MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | 9 pm 
| Cassey Malloy | 10 pm | “Women’s 
Dance Night + Queeraoke” with Dj 
Summer's Eve 
MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Hella 
Juice” with Dj Leanski + Dj Neebor 
MR. DOOLEY'S TAVERN | Boston | 
Patsy & Johnny 
O'BRIEN’S | Aliston | “Stingray Tat- 
too Christmas Party” with Pulp 45 + 
Curses + Monolith 
OLIVER'S | Boston | Black River Sound 
+ Emergency Service + Alchemystics 
OUTPOST | Cambridge | Alex Wan & 
the Cultural Fusion 
PADDY O'S | Boston | Digger Dawg 
PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | Norwood | 
Poverty Line Old Time Band 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Elernents Drum N Bass” with Dj 
Crook + Dj Lenore 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| Jenee Halstead + David Wax Museum 
+ Abbie Barrett 
PORTER BELLY’S PUB | Brighton | 
“Thursday Before Christmas Party” 
with Charlie River Band + Crownup 
Noise + Daniel Miller 
PRECINCT | Somerville | Moving 
Company 
REDLINE | Cambridge | 7 pm | joe Mc- 
Mahon Trio | 10 pm | “Cheap Cologne 
Thursdays” with Dj Soul Clap 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Dj night” 
with Chris Marstall + Brad Searles 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Resur- 
rectionists 
STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | Taunton 
|7 pm | “Blues Band Blues Jam” with 
Michael Paolucci 
TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Dave Alpert | 
10 pm | Organ in Orbit 


LORI McKENNA Club Passim this weekend, Thursday through Saturday. 


TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | 9:30 pm | Spinz | Midnight | Dj 
Special K 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 

| Kieran Ridge Band + Golden West 
Motor Lodge + Lemonpeeler + Bean 
Pickers Union 

ZUZU | Cambridge | “Mambo Beat 
Club” with Beat Train + Dj Vinny 


FRIDAY 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 
ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain | 
10 pm | Lisa Bello 
“CNC Music Marathon” with Kristen 
Ford + Nomahi + Brooklyns + Brothers 
Ffom Another + Egos 
ATWOO0D'S TAVERN | Cambridge | Tim 
Cearan Band 
BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | joshua Tree 
{U2 tribute} 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 10 pm | Toni Lynn 
Washington 
BILL'S BAR | Boston | Help + Ellis 
Ashbrook 
BULL MCCABE’S | Somerville | Ronan 
Quinn 
CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | Stem + Boston Molasses 
Disaster + Sara Grace & the Suits + Ted 
Wyman + Good Asian Drivers 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Diane Blue & the Fatback 
Band 
CHURCH | Boston | Cassavettes + Age 
Rings + Rogue Heroes + Quixote 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm and 
10 pm | Lori McKenna 
C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | J Place 
Band 
COLONIAL INN | Concord | Henri Smith 
& the Workingman’s Jazz Band 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 
pm | Spinz 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Salem 
| B-Luv 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | D) 
Prank White + Dj T-Scraps 
ESTATE | Boston | “Resurrection Fri- 
days” 
FELT | Boston | “Mash-Up Fridays” 
with Dj Rick Rude + Dj Mash-Up 
Mafia 
GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Unity” with 
Dj Francesco Spagna + Dj Enrique 
Florendo 
GREAT SCOTT | Allston} “4th Annual 
Pill Vanya Xmas-Birthday Bash” with 
Dj Ken + Dj Michael V. 
HARBOR GRILLE | Plymouth | Mabel 
Biagini 
Continued on p 22 


THEM PRESENTS ROCK ON! PRE 
BLUES) THE FOURTH ANNUAL YUL 


The Adolfo Gonzalez 2009 Weigh-In featuring Rich and Adolfo 
from WBCN’s Toucher Rich show! 


Live Bands CEASE AND DESIST 
(THE BAND FORMERLY KNOWN 
HOOKERS AND BLOW), 


CAPTAIN CUTTHROAT, 
THE MINUS SCALE 


O 
PADDY SOEs 
WITH 


= Tnvus 


T.BA 
call nite of show 4 detalts. 


NEIGHBSoNS Friday, December 19 
SOWNSTAINS, A NIGHT CALLED SHE'S ROYAL 
THURSDAYS featuring EMPRESS PIERS 
and many others, roots & 
dancehalireggaeD Js. 


Saturday, December 20 

LIVE REGGAE MUSIC featuring 
DIS DAT BAND 

w/ special guest stars. 


FOR INFO 492-7772 


105 Washington St (Rr 1) Foxboro, MA 508-543-0599 
Great Food & Drinks, Pool Tables, Live Entertainment & DJ's 


GRIDIRON STEAK HOUSE Now Servin Lunch & Dinner 


HURSDAY 12/18 


ORMAL ACTION 
UNJUST PRIDE 
HEAR ALL THIEVES 
ELDONA 


SATURDAY 12/20 


BREAKING POINT 


PLUS 
(JIMMY PRODUCTIONS 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY BASH) 


TICKETS GIFT 


RO YNLIN! 


$20 STUDENT 


-OUAR' 


AST THE NEW YEAR AT THE REGATTABAR 


SUGAR RAY THE BLUETONES 


December 31 
9:30PM (DOORS AT 9PM) 


Continued from p 20 

HARPERS FERRY | Aliston | AZ + ASN 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston 

|S pm | Me & Julio | 9 pm | Spike the 

Punch 

HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston | 

Fast Times 

JOHNNY D’S | Sornerville | Pressure 

Cooker 

KINSALE | Boston | Sirsy 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Alash: 

Masters of Tuvan Throat Singers | 10 

pm | Jazz Ministers 

UZARD LOUNGE | Carnbridge | Creat 

Bandini + Jake Brennan + Longwalls 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Providence, 
Kingdom of Sorrow + Toxic Ho- 

locaust 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 

Will Dailey 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 

Julie White + My Lucky Stars 

MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Cam- 

bridge | 7:30 pm | Server + Through the 

Enemy + Heather Rose & the Drama + 

Cars on Mars + Pray for Polanski 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge 

| Void Union + Mass Hysteria + Macro- 

tones + Thousands Of One 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridye | D) 

Red Foxxx 

MIDWAY CAFE Piain Goode 

Anatomy Burlesque 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain | “Recess” 

with DJ Chostdad + D] Dan Shea + Dj 

the Coyote 

MR. DOOLEY'S TAVERN | Boston 

Declan & Kevin 

O'BRIEN’S | Allston | A Dark in the 

Light + ((B 1e)) + Skulltobboggan + 

Boring K of Guy 


OLIVER'S | Boston | “Loud Street Live 
sic Fest Holiday Party” 
fore the Rise + Li . 

Hetmlok + Exit Reason + S 


OUTPOST | Cambridge | Vortex Other 
Dimension Ense 
PADDY 0’S | Bost 
Street + Last Laugh 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB | & 
Montbileau Bar 


ion | 5 pm | Two Way 


poston | Ryan 
nd + Jesse Dee r 


| Somerville | IOAs + 


Doomstar 

PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | Norwood 

Clenn Williams + Tim Casey & Andy 
olloinger 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 

pm | “Pretty Little Things” with Dj 

Vinny 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
| Coachmen 

PRECINCT | Some 


Aaronoff | 10 pm 


le | 9 pm | Dave 
Edith | 11 pm | Elec 
trolux Combo 

PUB @ THE RADISSON HOTEL PLYM- 
OUTH HARBOR | Plymouth 
REDLINE | Cambridge | 
tive” with Dj KC H 
REGATTABAR Cam 
John Abercrom) 
RISE | Bost 
Mike Hoska + DJ Know 
D-Lux & Wheels 
RIVER GODS | Cambridge | Dj dj + Dj 
Lord Sy 


Shzzam 


“Friday Alt 


ROXY | Boston | 10:30 pm | “Ran’da-voo 
Fridays 
RYLES | Carnbridge | Lance Martin 


Band 
SALLY O’BRIEN’S 


Somerv 


le|6 pm 


Kevin Connel y Ba d 
SPRINGSTEP Me 
Christ 


d | “Bulgarian 
on” with Tatiana 


ivi Geni + Zorn 


1as Celebrat 


ka + Di 
Ml ladost 
TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | Front 

& Center 

TOAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Raleigh 
Tavern 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | 8 pm | “A Very Underberry 
Christmas Party” | Midnight | Dj Cibbs 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
“Jingle Hell: Industrial Dance Party” 
with Dj Chris Ewen 

ZUZU | Carnbridge | “Solid!” with Djs 
Flavorheard [Dj] Amphibious, DJ the 
Bogart, Drewz} 


SATURDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 


ca + 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Plain | 
10 pm | Trust Your Technolust 

ALL ASIA CAFE) Cambridge | 2 pm | 
MFD | 8 pm | Bold Spirits 
ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Summer Villains 
BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 16ch Graders 
BEEHIVE | Boston | 10 pm | Mass Ave 
Project 

BILL'S BAR | Boston | Self-Proclaimed 
Rockstars + Evening + On the Drop + 
Analogue 

BULL MCCABE’S | Somerville | Spittin 
Vinnies 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | “Unplugged Christmas” 
with Liz Bordon + Urban Caravan + 
Preacher jack 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Carn- 
bridge | Diane Blue & the Fatback Band 
CHURCH | Boston | Refunct + Stem + 
Dagger Or a Dram + Jen Murdza 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm and 
10 pm | Lori McKenna 

C-NOTE | Nantasket Beach | Booty 
Vortex 

COLONIAL INN | Concord | Hannah 
Rose & Harvey Diamond Croup 
DANTE’S OF QUINCY @ FIREFLY’S | 
Quincy | Ripchordz 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 10 pm 
| Superband 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Saiem 
| Cherry S/T 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | Djs 
Flavorheard [Dj Amphibious, Dj the 
Bogart & DJ Drew2} 

ESTATE | Boston | 10 pm | “Sessions” Dj 
Justin Carr + Dj Paul Dailey: Nightclub 
+ “Satisfaction Saturdays”: Lounge 
FELT | Boston | “Social Club Saturdays” 
with Dj Mike Bose: Nightclub | Dj Pro 
fenna: Lounge 

GOOD LIFE | Boston | “Revolver” with 
Dj Brek.One + Dj Ghostdad 

GREAT SCOTT | Alliston | Helms + 
Harris + Faces on Film + Hangman's 
Alphabet 

HARBOR GRILLE | Plymouth | Charles 


Savage 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Psylab + 
Digital Frontier 


HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston | 
Heart of Boston 

HENNESSY’S UPSTAIRS | Boston 
Zoom 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerv 
Kings 

KINSALE | Boston | Whiskey Boys 
LILY PAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Exiles | 10 
pm | Bell & the Bees 

LIZARD LOUNGE | Carnbridge | Ciris, 
Guns & Clory + Township + Ryan 

Fit ah Blacker 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
1000's of One 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Po Boys Hammond B-3 Organ Trio 
MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS | Carm- 
bridge | NECRO + Mr. Hyde + Slaine + 
Heddshotts + Masstapeace + Shurm 

+ Slipwax 

DLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge 
ican Cancer Society 


rb+ * Pala acios + 


lle | Los Sugar 


ns + Sar. 


Collective 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge 

Dj Kon 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Bright 


Hours + Red Red Rocket 

MILKY WAY | jamaica Plain |“ Mango's 
Latin Dance” with DJ Baby Boricua 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston 
Patsy & Ti 
O’BRIEN’S | A 
+ Jessy & the 
Manners + Radio ves 

OUTPOST | Cambridge | Dave Bryant's 
All Stars 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | Dj Storm 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB) Boston | Ryan 
Montbleau Band + Josh Dion Band + 
Erin McCarley 

P.A!S LOUNGE | Somerville | Indian 
Style + Whistlejacket 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 pm 
|“Boom Boom Room” with Dj Vinny 
PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 4 pm | 
Josh Lederman | 10:30 pm | Outlets 
PRECINCT | Somerville | 10 prn | Well 
PUB @ THE RADISSON HOTEL PLYM- 
OUTH HARBOR | Plymouth | Shazam 
REDLINE | Cambridge | 10 pm | “Soul 
Shack!” with Dj Inkognito 
REGATTABAR | Cambridge | 7:30 pm 
and 10 pm | Dwight & Nicole 

RISE | Boston | 1:30 am | “Storm” with 
Dj Craig Mitchell: Nightclub | Dj Eti- 
quette: Lounge 


Ankles 


_ Brunch” with Harvey Finstein 


RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Angular 
Hair and Cuitars” with DJ Brian L. + 
Dj Matt Ransom 

ROXY | Boston | 10:30 pm | “Epic Satur 
days: Chris H. Day Bash” 
RYLES | Cambridge | Lance Martin 
Band 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 5 pm 

| Tom Hagerty Band | 9 pm | Patsy 
Hamel 

TERRACE LOUNGE | Boston | Front & 
Center 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Austin Nev 
ins + Brian Webb | 10 pm | Melvern 
Taylor & the Meltones 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD | Cam- 
bridge | 8 pm | “A Very Underberry 
Christmas Party” | Midnight | Dj Cibbs 
TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
Marti Brom + Rocky Velvet + Andrea & 
Dana + Jinx Brothers + Dj Easy Ed 
2ZUZU | Cambridge | “Soul-le-lu-jah” 
with Cray 


SUNDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | jamaica Piain| 
10 pm | Pariah Beat 

AN TUA NUA| Boston | “Utopia Sun- 
days” with Dj Bruno 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 1 
am | “Jazz Brunch” with North Shore 
Jazz Trio 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy! 9 pm | “80's 
Dance Party” 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Cincoson 
BURREN BACK ROOM | Somerville 

| “Singer-Songwriter Series” with 
Danielle M 
BURREN | Somervi 
cano Session” 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | “Candy's Blues, Jazz and Rock 
Jam” 

CHURCH | Boston | 92 Protons + Easter 
Bloodhounds + Feigned + SweatLodge 
CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm and 
10 pm | “Roots n’ Ruc nonedl with Dom 
Flemons + Wil ir 

ter + Elizabeth Butters & 
DICK’S LAST RESORT | 8 
Jonno 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Saier| 
Salem Cigarette Machine 
ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | D] 
Sabie Cray 
GREAT SCOTT | A 
the Hills + Ak 
Sarah Rabdau 
HARPERS FERRY | Allston | Soja + Fear 
Nuttin’ Band + Someday Providence 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Boston | 
Sweep the Leg 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville 

Brunch” w i 

ers | 4:30 pm | 
LILY PAD | Carr 
Pad” with Nat/E 
+ Gill Aharon Cro 
Bug Stingray 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambr 
Robinson Trio 

MATT MURPHY’ 'S PUB Brookline | 
11:30 am | “I s th Noel 
Scott + Ted Da’ Live 
MIDOLE EAST CORNER Car 


| 7 pm | “Ameri. 


i + Nassy + Ad 


Frank & 


{9am | “Jazz 
tt Dorko & Larry Kuk- 


c/Cill + Michael Holt 
up + Newpoli + Lady 


| jeff 


MIDDLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS Cam- 
bridge | 5 prr w 
Ball” with Hai 

& the Malfoys + Lee’ 
Willows + Dumbledore 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS Cambridge 
| Midnight Howlers + Ir 
New Undergr 1d +F 
MIDWAY CAFE | 
Pratt + Par 
+ Frank Rowe 
MILKY WAY | | 
Show” witt 
ple Orche 
Glasses + W 
MR. DOOLEY" TAVERN B 
pm | “Traditional Ir 
O’BRIEN’S | Ail hi 
Yasokawa’'s Empty Orchestra 

OLD SHIP COFFEEHOUSE | Hingham | 4 
pm | Aine Minogue 

PADDY 0’S| Boston | Big Idea 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Rebound” with D) Tanner Ross 

+ Dj Jason B. 

PLOUGH & STARS | Camoridge | 5 pm | 
Frank Drake & the Aristocrats | 9 pm j 
Frank Morey Band 

PRECINCT | Somerville | 10 pm | Sea 
Monsters 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Action Sun- 
day” with Dj Dinos + DJ Amy 

RVLES | Cambridge | 10 am | “Jazz 


SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 2 
pm |“Sourmash Christmas Party” 
with John Lincoln Wright & the 
Sourmash Boys | 7 pm | Stan Martin 
& Honkytonk Heroes 

75 CHESTNUT | Boston | 11 am | “Jazz 
Brunch” with Billy Novick & An- 
thony Weller 

TOAD | Cambridge | 7 pm | Kate Klim 
+ Chris O’Brien | 9 pm | Bread & 
Roses | 10 pm | Yorri Gordon & the 
Goods 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge 
| Wax Fang + Desolation Bellis 
ZUZU | Cambridge | “Do It Again” 
with Dj Mayhem + Dj Brek.One + Dj 
Ryan Durkin + Dj Chostdad 


MONDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6 pm 

| Thomas Kelly | 9 pm | DJ Natan + 

DJ Nice 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 
Klezwood's 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Cilad Barkan 
CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | 
Cambridge | 8 pm | “Songwriter Open 
Mike” | 9:30 pm | Raymond Gonzalez 
CHURCH | Boston | Saint Solitude 

+ This Building's On Fire + Luke 
Rathborne 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 pm | 
Aine Minogue 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm 
| Paul Pudin 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- 
lem | “Open Jam Night” 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | Dj 
Rizzla + Dj Ripley 

GREAT SCOTT | Alliston | Tristan da 
Cunha + Tom Fitzgerril + Neptune 
HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | 
ton | Joe Carson 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | “Jam Ses- 
sion” with Rusty Scott 

LILY PAD | Cambridge | 10 pm | Fringe 
LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Open 
Mic” with Tom Bianchi 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
“Berklee Open Mic” 

MIQDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge 
| tattra Canci 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cam- 
bridge | Frank Hoier + Paramount 
Styles + Weber Brothers 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | Mike Ho 
PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Makka Mondays” with D] Up 
percut + D) Voyager o1 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 
pm | Thick Shakes 

PRECINCT | Somerville | Mike Hast 
ings Band 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Weekly 
Wax DJ Showdowns” 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | 10 pm 
| Infinite Ensemble 

STEVE’S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
Taunton | 7 pm | “Open Mic” 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Shwang 

& Anita Suhanin | 10:30 pm | Tim 
Gearan Band 

ZUZU | Cambridge | Kingsley Flood + 
Ryan Lee Crosby 


TUESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 

addresses. 

ALL ASIA CAFE | Cambridge | 6:30 

pm | “Karmic Songwriters’ Circle” 

ATWOOD’S TAVERN | Cambridge | 

Dwight Ritcher 

BEEHIVE | Boston | Recieta de Samba 

BULL MCCABE’S | Somerville | David 

Johnston Band 

BURREN | Somerville | 6:30 pm | 
Open Mic” with Hugh McGowan 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWNSTAIRS | 

Cambridge | “Bluegrass Pickin’ Party” 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | Cam- 

bridge | 8:30 pm | Dixie Butterhounds 
10 pm | Reunion Band 

CHURCH | Boston | Dario Pinelli 

Cypsy Jazz Trio 

CLUB PASSIM | Cambridge | 7 

“Open Mic” 

DICK’S LAST RESORT | Boston | 7 pm 

| Ryan Fitzsimmons q 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL | Sa- | 

lem | Fats Hammond 

ENORMOUS ROOM | Cambridge | 

DJ Nile 

HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | Bos- 

ton | Scott Damgaard 

JOHNNY D’S | Somerville | “Old Time 

Night: Folk Holiday Party” 
KINSALE | Boston | 7:30 pm | Tom 
Courtney 

LES ZYGOMATES | Boston | 6 pm | 
Plamen Karadonev 


pm | 


+3 Union St G 617 263 7771 
Boston 02108 SomersPubs com 
Listings 
Thursday. December 11 
Tuesdays 
8.00pm 
7 
NEW DAY RISING 12/27 RADIO 
a DAY USING * 12/2) al 
NEW YEARS EVE FEAR LISTON (ONLY 
as 
space.com/clubfusion5 d 
Call 
NOW for 
S9ivin McCarley 
Boston's FUN Benefit” with ITtheve 
Spotlight Crisis + Controi on Kadio | 8 
+2 pm | Foredoes Me Quite + Venetia Fair i 
+ Us Against the Archers + Widescreen Deny 
Edition + Chris Albert & Affective 
‘ORDE madness.com 
: , d Scholars | 9 pm 
DWIGHT & NICOLE . DEC 20 . 7:30PM & THE PERSUASIONS .DEC 27 .7:30Pm & 10PM 
a. 


friendly neighborhood cafe owned and 
operated Fort Point artist Ana 
serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. 


SUMMER STREET 
BOSTON, 02210 


a 


home ihe fort point arts community 
300 Summer St. fort point w/easy parking 


m-w 8a-3p Th-F 8a-10p Sat 5p-10p 
www.channel-cafe.com 617.426.0695 


WHEN YOU NEED CUSTOM PRINTED 


T-SHIRTS 
SWEATSHIRTS AND MORE... 


since 1989 


EVE SHOW 


SINBAD 


FRIDAY JANUARY 


When the Boston 
needs t-shirts they call. 


email info@qrsts.com 


Purchase at: 


charge phone: 617.931.2000 the Archstone Garage. 
Box Office open Mon-Fri 12-6pm 660 Washington St. 

246 Tremont St. 0211 


part of RAW (Rinnigade Art Works) 


< if 
A 
Full color t-shirts and coffee mugs minimum! 
T-Shirt Printers 


Holiday Shopping the 
Over Estate-Grown 
Wines! Unique Wine 
Related Gifis Specialty 
Foods Holiday Labels 
Holiday Gift Packs 
Private Holiday Functions 


Sat Dec 13th Ipm-4pm 

Call For More Information 


Boston Herald 


Boston Globe 


visit 


INDIAN HEAD SORT STAY owe THE 


BRETTON 
WATERVILLE VALLEY 


Per Person, Double Occupancy MIDWEEK, 
Non Vacation wks. 


PW rEEK (NG PASS 


Nights MIDWEEK, Not Valid Holidays Vacation wks. 
Advance Reservations Required. Valid until April 30th, 2009! 


ALL Indian Head Resort Guests Enjoy FREE Use Resort Facilities: 
50” PLASMA Rooms! Channels and much more! 
Thunderbird Lounge Outdoor Heated Pool& Hot Spa OPEN ALL 
WINTER!! Weekend Holiday Week Activities Entertainment 
Indoor Heated Pool Hot Spa Saunas Game Room Gift Shop In-Room HBO 
Shadow Lake Skating Private Lake Cross Country Ski Trails 

are located the Corridor Snowmobile Trail. 

Plenty Free Parking Site Snowmobile Rentals! 


For Weekend Rates, Offers Much More Call Visit our Website! 


Aurélia 


topsy-turvy world dreams and 
ges 


a a. HOT 
PAA AACS 
= 
American Repertory Theatre 
= Li 
: 
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LIZARD LOUNGE | Cambridge | “Ses- 
sion Americana” 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline | 
Public House 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
Andres Millan 

MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | Cambridge 

| Always & Forever + Auburn + Armor 
For the Broken + Airport Morning + I 
Am the Fallen 

MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | Cambridge | 
“Hearthrob” with Children of the 
Night 

MIDWAY CAFE | jamaica Plain | Modulo 
+ Shadow of the Sun 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
“Johnny Cash Night” with Ring of 
Fire Band 

PADDY 0’S | Boston | “Blues Jam” with 
Satch Romano 

PLOUGH & STARS | Cambridge | 10 pm 
|“ Warren Leslie Variety Show” 

RIVER GODS | Cambridge | “Under 

the Covers” with Dj James Reed + Dj 
Christopher Muther 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | Somerville | Paul 
Ahlstrand Quartet 

TOAD | Cambridge | 8 pm | Hilken Man- 
cini | 10 pm | Audrey Ryan 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE | Cambridge | 
“TT's Annual Holiday Party/Benefit 
For Jeanne” with Corin Ashley + Jenny 
D & the Deelinquents + Tom Baker & 
John Brookhouse [Dirty Truckers] + 
Delusions 

ZUZU | Cambridge | Dj Nook 


WEDNESDAY 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

KICKBACK’S LOUNGE | Springfield | 
“Uptown Wednesdays” 

LUPO’S @ THE STRAND | Providence, 
Ri | “22nd Annual Matzo Ball” 

MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridee | 
“Belly Dancing” 

PADDY O'S | Boston | 5 pm | Mike Ho| 9 
pm | Jason Smith 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm |“Techno & Tech House” with Zero 
Sounds 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BEACHCOMBER | Quincy | 7 pm | 
“Christmas Day Party” with Dj Larry 
Links 

BURREN | Soinerville | Swinging 
Johnsons 

ICARUS | Boston | 6:30 pm | Keigo Hi- 
rakawa & Matt Hogan 

MATT MURPHY’S PUB | Brookline 

|7 pm | “Irish Sessions” with Shea 
Walker | 10 pm | Wild Sextei 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | Cambridge | 
10 pm | Chelsea City Council 

MR. DOGLEY’S TAVERN | Boston | 
Patsy & Johnny 

PHOENIX LANDING | Cambridge | 10 
pm | “Elements Drum N Bass” with 
Dj Adam F 
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REDLINE | Cambridge | 7 pm | Joe Mc- 
Mahon Trio | 10 pm | “Cheap Cologne 
Thursdays” with Dj Soul Clap 


COMEDY 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | “Bas- 
tards Inc. Improv Comedy” 

COMEDY STUDIO | “The MC Mr. 
Napkins Show” with Sandy Asai + 
Jim Blumenfeid + Ed Domingues + 
igor + JJ Leslie + Steve Macone + An- 
drew Mayer + Bob Sheehey + Heather 
Thompson 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “The Chris Zito 
Show” 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm | “Main Stage 
Show” | 9:45 pm | “Free Improv Set” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pin | 
“The ImprovBoston Holiday Spectacu- 
lar” | 10 pm | “The Great and Secret 
Comedy Show” 

PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | “just Stand 
Up, Stupid” 


FRIDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

| “Improv Jones Presents: Product 
Placement” 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOWLOON 
| “The R-Rated Hypnotist” Frank 
Santos 

COMEDY STUDIO | “The Reid & Rena- 
ta Show” with Shane Mauss + Shaun 
Bedgood + Clark Elefteriadis + Steve 
Macone + Dave McDonough + Tom 

E. Morello + Sean Sullivan + Bethany 
Van Delft 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | Larry Myles + Greg 
Howell 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm and 10 pm | 
“Main Stage Show” 
IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 7:30 pm 
|“SketchHaus” | 9:30 pm | “Harold 
Night” 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 8 pm 
and 10 pm | “The ImprovBoston Holi- 
day Spectacular” | 11:30 pm | “Night 
Cap” 


SATURDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY STUDIO | Pat Boccuzzi + 
Shaun Donovan + Steve Macone + 
Tom E. Morello + Renata Tutko + 
Maggie MacDonald 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | Larry 
Myles + Greg Howell 

ELEPHANT & CASTLE | 10 pm | 
Speed of Thought Players 

IMPROV ASYLUM | 8 pm and 10 pm | 
“Main Stage Show” | Midnight | “The 
Midnight Show” 

IMPROVBOSTON CABARET | 7:30 
pm | “Mosaic” with South City The- 
ater | 9:30 pm | “Boston News Net” 
IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | 6 

pm | “Family Show” | 8 pm and 10 
pm | “The ImprovBoston Holiday 
Spectacular” | 11:30 pm | “Night Cap™ 


WAX FANG play TT. the Sunday. 


SUNDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY STUDIO | “Annual Holiday 
Party Show” 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “Boston's 
Longest Open Mic Nite” 

EMERALD ISLE | “Big Funny Sun- 
day” with Corey Manning + Chris 
Tabb 

IMPROVBOSTON THEATRE | “The 
ImprovBoston Holiday Spectacular” 


MONDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “Comedy Show- 
case” with Kevin Knox 

SALLY O’BRIEN’S | 7 pm | “Cheapshots 
Comedy Club” 


TUESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY VAULT 
@ REMINGTON’S | “Comedy Show- 
case” with Jim Lauletta 


WEDNESDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON ’S | “Wacky 
Wednesdays” with Paul Nardizzi 
EMERALD ISLE | “Comedy Soup 
Kitchen Open Mic” with Rich 
Custus 


THURSDAY 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | “The Chris 
Zito Show” 

PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | “just Stand 
Up, Stupid” 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 

EDMUND AND GISEAL BULLOCK | 
Gospel songs | 6 pm | Boston Public 
Library, Uphams Corner Branch, 
500 Columbia Rd, Dorchester | Free 
| 617.265.0139 

“JAZZ WORSHIP SERVICE” WITH 
WILLIE SORDILLO TRIO | 6 pm | Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St, Bos- 
ton | Free | 617.425.5159 

“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | 
Holiday-themed music and comedy 
variety dinner show | Dec 5-21; daily 
7 pm; Sun 2 pm matinee | Braintree 
Sons of Italy, 161 King Hill Rd, 
Braintree | $45 | 781.843.5862 

NADIA WASHINGTON QUARTET | 
7 pm | Isabella Stewart Gardner Mu- 
seum, 280 the Fenway, Boston | $23; 
$18 seniors; $10 students; $5 ages 
5-17 | 617.278.5156 

NEC YOUTH JAZZ ORCHESTRA | 8 
pm | Brown Hall, 30 Gainsborough 
St, Boston | Free | 617.585.1260 


FRIDAY 

“A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O'DONOVAN” | With 
Solas + Cara Dillon + Sean Keane + 
Kieran Jordan + Navan | Fri 8 pm; Sat 
3+ 8pm; Sun 3 pm | Cutler Majestic 
Theatre, 219 Tremont St, Boston | $25 
$75 | 800.233.3123 

DRAW THE LINE | 8 prn | Showcase 
Live, 23 Patriot Pl, Foxborough | $5 
$12.50 | 888.354.7042 

“GRAND FREESTYLE SPECTACU- 
LAR” WITH STEVIE B. + LISA LISA 
{9 pm | MGM Grand @ Foxwoods, 39 
Norwich Westerly Rd, Mashantucket, 
CT | $55-$105 | 860, 312.3352 

“HARRY CONNICK, jR.: A HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATION” | Fri-Sat 8 pm; Sun? 
pm | Colonial Theatre, 106 Boylston St, 
Boston | $35-$95 | 617.426.9366 
“HOLIDAY FEST DAY 1” | With Always 
& Forever + Pull Through + Faith 

Sees the Savior + Sequence the Sky + 
Way Cool Jay + Oh! The Skies + City 
Beneath Us + Looking for Alaska | 6 
pm | Framingham Civic League, 214 
Concord St, Framingham | $10 | www. 
aaeconcerts.com 

“JOE STRUMMER TRIBUTE SHOW” | 


7 pm | Papercut Zine Library, 45 Mount 


Auburn St, Cambridge | Donations 
welcome | 617.492.2600 

“KENNY ROGERS CHRISTMAS” | 8 
pm | Mohegan Sun Arena, 1 Mohe- 
gan Sun Blvd, Uncasville, CT | $35 | 
718.888.3113 

PARADIGM TWILIGHT + BREAK THE 
DARK + CHERRY S/T + ICE IN HER 
VEINS | 7:30 pm | Center for Arts in 
Natick, 14 Summer St, Natick | $8 | 
508.647.0097 

“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 

ALASH TUVAN THROAT SINGERS | 

8 pm | Amazing Firehouse, 160 Hollis 
St, Framingham | $22; $21 students, 
seniors | 508.405.ARTS 

AMERICAN BELLES| USO-style show 
| Sat 2 +8 pm; Sun 2 pm | Regent The- 
atre, 7 Medford St, Arlington | $17.50- 
$25 | 781.646.3800 

RICHIE HAVENS | 7:30 pr | Museum 
of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | $30; $24 students, seniors | 
617.369.3306 

“HOLIDAY FEST DAY 2” | With Color 
Fred + And Then There Were None + 
Idiocity Killed the Cat + Hollywood 
Lies + Shot Heard Around the World 
+ Bay State + Fury Coast + Once More 
+ Defeo + Callysta + Flight of the 
Navigator + Tyler Reardon + Nevercon 
+ Earth We Surround | 3 pm | Fram- 
ingham Civic League, 214 Concord St, 


Framingham | $10 | www.aaeconcerts . 


com 

JAMAICA PLAIN JAZZ COLLECTIVE 
|7 pm | 80 Border Street Cultural Ex- 
change, Atlantic Works Building, 80 
Border St, East Boston | $10 donation | 
www. 8oborderstreet.org 

“JANE OLIVOR: A BOSTON HOLIDAY 
TRADITION” | 8 pr | Berklee Perfor- 
mance Center, 136 Mass Ave, Boston | 
$30-$35 | 617.747.2261 

“RONNIE SPECTOR'S CHRISTMAS 
PARTY” | 8 pm | Showcase Live, 23 
Patriot Pl, Foxborough | $25-$45 | 
888.354.7042 

““TIS THE SEASON: A HOLIDAY 
BENEFIT CONCERT” | Live music, 
dance, and carol sing | 7:30 pm | 
Turtle Lane Playhouse, 283 Melrose St, 
Newton | $30; $25 students, seniors | 
617.244.0169 

“A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O'DONOVAN” | See list- 
ing for Fri 

“HARRY CONNICK, jR.: A HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATION” | See listing for Fri 
“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 


“JAZZ JAM” | 2 pm | jamaicaway Books 


& Gifts, 676 Centre St, Jamaica Plain | 
$5 | 617.983.3204 

NIGHT SONG | Traditional and con 
temporary chant; motets by Tallis, 
Byrd, and Guerrero; Advent music 
with Daryl Bichel | 7 pm | Saint 

John's Episcopal Church, Revere St 

+ Roanoke Ave, Jamaica Plain | Free 
617.312.8328 

SONARE WINDS | “Sax Solstice 2008” 
|3 pm | Cary Memorial Building, Mass 
Ave, Lexington | Pree | 978.461.6111 

x 3124 

ST. PATRICK’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR 
AND CHILDREN’S CHORUS | Tradi 


tional and contemporary Christmas 


music | 3 pm | St, Patrick's Church, 
22 Main St, Watertown | Donations 
welcome | 617.926.9680 

AMERICAN BELLES | See listing for 
Sat 

“A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN 
WITH BRIAN O'DONOVAN” | See list 
ing for Fri 

“HARRY CONNICK, jR.: A HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATION" | See listing for Fri 
“MUSICAL HOLIDAY PARTY 21” | See 
listing for Thurs 


Classical 


THURSDAY 

HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY OR- 
CHESTRA AND CHORUS CONDUCTED 
BY JOHN FINNEY | Bach program: 
Cantata No. 191 [Glona in excelsis Deo}; 
Continued on p 26 


THURSDAY, DEC 18 
BENEFIT 
CHANDLER TRAVIS 

X-MAS CAVALCADE 
LIVINGSTON TAYLOR, 
JENNIFER KIMBALL & 
RY CAVANAUGH, GREENHEADS, 
MERRIE AMSTERSERG 
& MANY MORE! 


FRIDAY, DEC 19 
REGGAE 
PRESSURE COOKER 


SATURDAY, DEC 20 
ROCK EN ESPANOL 
LOS SUGAR KINGS 


SUNDAY, DEC 
OPEN BLUES JAM 4:30 8:30PM 
PRIMO CUBANO 
(CUBAN SON) 9:30 


MONDAY, DEC 22 
FREE PIZZA 6-8:30PM 
TEAM TRIVIA 8:30PM 


TUESDAY, DEC 23 
OLD TIME MUSIC NIGHT 
X-MAS SHOW 
W/ DIXIE BUTTERHOUNDS 


WEDNESDAY, DEC 24 
BAR OPEN TIL 7 PM 
NO MUSIC 
RESTAURANT CLOSED 


THURSDAY, DEC 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
BAR OPENS AT 6 PM 
NO MUSIC 
RESTAURANT CLOSED 


FRIDAY, DEC 26 
GRATEFUL DEAD TRIBUTE 
PLAYIN’ DEAD 


SATURDAY, DEC 27 
ROCK COVERS 
SWINGING JOHNSONS 


m DEC 28- 4PM-SCHOOL OF ROCK 
6PM- ALL STAR BLUES JAM 
DEC 30-GRATEFUL DREAD 
DEC 31- BOOTY VORTEX 
JAN 1- BRUNCH 10:30-3:30 PM 
JAN 2- LUTHER JOHNSON 
JAN 3- FUNKY WHITE HONKIES 
6- DARIO PINELL! 

JAN 8 SOUL VACCINATION 
BJAN 9- N.E. HARP SHOWDOWN 
JAN 10- CHICKEN SLACKS 
JAN 13- CLAUDIA SCHMIDT 


WWW JOHNNYDS.COM 


THURSBAY 12.18.08 


THE NIGHT 
MARCHERS 


with: OBITS TWO TEARS 
12.19.08 


with: 
SATURDAY 12.20.08 


PSYLAB 


12.2108 


SOJA 


with: FEAR BAND 
SOMEDAY 
12.22.08 


BENEATH THE SHEETS 


with: 
ONE 


SATURDAY 12.27.08 


VIRGINIA 
COALITION 


PETE 
SUNBAY 12.26.08 


ENVY THE COAST 


with: PERSON CRIME STE- 
QUITE 


MONDAY 


BAYSIDE 


with: VALENCIA PENROSE 
12.30.08 


DRIVE 


with: HOLLOW SOUND, THE 
SCREEN NEMES 


12.31.08 


WALTHAM 


with 

SAM BLACK 

POWERMAN 5000, 

THE DUCKY BOYS, OVERCAST, THE 

MORGAN KNOCKERS 

BEFORE A SET WALTHAM 


DEAD 


es THE BOSTON PHOENIX | ARTS + M + EVENTS | DECEMBER 19, 2 8 2s 
4. 
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2008 | ARTS + MUSIC + EVENTS | THE BOSTON PHO 


CREATICOTTBOSTON.COM 


12.18.08 
The 
MITCH’S Traditional BBQ — Stim Jim And The 
“There's a Fire in that Kitchen.” The Night Prowlers 
\ Tue-Sat SLipm 4 DJ Ken Cmar 
™ 
121088 
Lance The Gas 
Lance Martin r Stand-up * Sketch Surprises! 
2.28 Closed - Happy Holidays + The Pill 
12.8 Casanova 4 The 4th Annual Pili Vanya 
and the Tricks Xmas-Birthday Bash 
New Eve Extravaganza Ken Michael 
with the Boston Homs 
Tue Nochelaing Harris Faces on Fiim 
Salsa Wednesdays The Hangman's Alphabet 
Temporada Latina 4 
FR Viernes de Vacilon 12.21.08 
the Floor The Hills 
; UN Salsa Sund Aloud + Nassy 
} Ad Frank & Sarah Rabdau 
Tristan Cunha 
( Tom Fitzgerril Neptune 


Allston, MA 02134 
617-566-9014 


8PM DOORS 21+ 


THURSDAY, 

DECEMBER 18 

4 BLACK RIVER SOUND 
‘ EMERGENCY SERVICE, 
THE ALCHEMYSTICS 


FRIDAY, 


RITUAL, BEFORE THE RISE, 


LIMITED SIGHT, HEMLOK, 
EXIT REASON, 
THE SCALET BRAND 


WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 31 
(NEW YEAR'S EVE!!) 
CEASE & DESIST 
(THE BAND FORMERLY 
Watts: KNOWN AS HOOKERS N 
BLOW), THE MINUS SCALE, 


CAPTAIN CUTTHROAT 


2/23 


sda’ 


JENIX 


Continued from p 25 
Cantata No. 151 [Siifer Trost, mein Jesus); 
Magnificat | Thurs 8 pm; Sun 3 pm | Jor- 
dan Hall, 30 Gainsborough St, Boston 
| $36-$75 | 617.266.3605 
HOLIDAY POPS | World premiere of 
Alan Silvestri & Glen Ballard’s The 
Polar Express, the “Hallelujah Chorus” 
from Messiah, “Sleigh Ride,” “Joy to the 
World,” “White Christmas,” “Co Tell It 
on the Mountain,” “Let There Be Peace 
on Earth,” “The Twelve Days of Christ- 
mas,” and selections from The Nut- 
cracker and John Williams's Home Alone 
score, plus the usual holiday sing- 
along and a visit from Santa | Thurs 
8 pm + Fri 4 pm with Keith Lockhart; 
~ 8 pm with James Orent; Sat-Sun 

+ 7:30 pm with Randy Fleischer; 
Soa Tues 4+ 8 pm with Lockhart; 
Wed 3 pm with Orent | Symphony 
Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston | $33-$122| 
617.266.1200 
HOLIDAY POPS KIDS’ MATINEES 
CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCKHART 
| Special kids’ matinee program in. 
cludes “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein 
deer,” “The Chipmunk Song,” “Frosty 
the Snowman,” and “We Wish You a 
Merry Christmas,” plus a visit from 
Santa | Thurs 4 pm; Sat-Sun + Wed 1 
am | Symphony Hall, 301 Mass Ave, 
Boston | $33-$122 | 617.266.1200 
LONGY MODERN AMERICAN MUSIC 
DEPARTMENT | 8 pm | Longy School of 
Music, 27 Garden St, Cambridge | Free 
| 617.876.0956 x 1500 
LONGY VOICE DEPARTMENT CLASS 
RECITAL | “Music of Handel” | 8 pm 
| Longy School of Music, Room N 
1, 33 Garden St, Cambridge | Free 
617.876.0956 x 1500 


FRIDAY 
GREGORY ABRAHAMS Works for 


tion | 617.536.0944 
BOSTON BOY CHOIR AND ST. psa 
MEN’ Britten's C 


h, Bow + 
$10-$25 | 617.8 B 
BOSTON CAMERATA CONDUCTED 


BY JOEL COHEN | “The Brot 
of the Star: A Hispanic Chri: 
1300-1700" | 8 
al Church, 11 den St, Cambridge 
$10-$46 7.262.2092 

BOSTON GAY MEN’S CHORUS 
“Stars: A Holiday Concert” | Fri 
Hall, 30 Cai 
Boston | $15-$45 | 617.542.SINC 
CAPPELLA CLAUSURA CONDUCTED 
BY AMELIA LECLAIR AND CRE- 
ATIONDANCE | “Cloria: A Renaissance 
Christmas Pagea: 8 pm | First Un 
ion St, 

I ym | $15; $12 seniors | 857.919.4218 
CHORUS PRO MUSICA CONDUCTED 
BY BETSY BURLEIGH | “Carols and 
Lullabies: Christmas in the South 
west”: Britten's A Ceremony of Carols; 
Conrad Susa's Carols and Lullabies, Music of 
juthwest; seasonal favorites, carol 


it proces 


hood 


Society, 1326 Washin 


sion | 8 h, Copley 
$25-$45 | 617.267.7442 
MUSICIANS oF THE OLD POST ROAD 


“Christmas in Baroque Europe” 
Hane 


a 
E 


Bost 
free ages 7-17 | 781.466.6694 


ELENA ‘A Christmas 


$25; $20 students, seniors; 


n| $15 $14 
iors | 5 08.405 ARTS 
HOLIDAY POPS | See list 


SATURDAY 
ARCADIA PLAYERS 


Vespro def 


ng for Thurs 


Mary's Cai 


Northam 
413.534.8888 

BACK BAY CHORALE AND BAROQUE 
ORCHESTRA | “An 18th Century 


CLUB DIRECTORY 


ALCHEMIST LOUNGE | 
617.477.5741 | 435 South 
Huntington Ave, Jamaica 617 


DICK’S BEANTOWN COMEDY 
VAULT @ REMINGTON’S | 


482.0110 | 124 Boylston 


Plain St, Boston 
ALL ASIA CAFE | 617.497.1544 DICK’S LAST RESORT | 


| 334 Mass Ave, Cambridge 617. 


.267.8080 | Quincy 


AN TUA NUA | 617.262.2121! Market, Boston 
835 Beacon St, Boston DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL 
ARSENAL CENTER FOR THE | 978.745.0139 | 7 Dodge 


ARTS | 617.923.0100 | 321 
Arsenal St, Watertown 


St, Salem 
DRAFT | 617.783.9400 | 34 


ATWOOD'S TAVERN | Harvard Ave, Allston 
617.864.2792 | 877 Cam- ELEPHANT & CASTLE | 
bridge St, Cambridge 617.350.9977 | 161 Devon- 
BEACHCOMBER | shire St, Boston 


617.479.8989 | 797 Wollas- EME! 
ton Beach Blvd, Quincy 617. 
BEEHIVE | 617.423.0069|541 Dor 
Tremont St, Boston ter 


RALO ISLE | 


.288 .0010 | 1501 


chester Ave, Dorches- 


BILL'S BAR | 617.421.9678 | ENORMOUS ROOM | 

5.5 Lansdowne St, Boston 617.491.5599 | 567 Mass 
BULL MCCABE’S | Ave, Cambridge 
617.628.4300 | 366A ESTATE | 617.351.7000 | 1 
Somerville Ave, Somer- Boylston Pl, Boston 
ville FELT | 617.338.6999 | 533 


BURREN BACK ROOM | Was! 


617.776.6896 | 247 Elm Goo! 
Street, Somerville Kin 


hington St, Boston 
O LIFE | 617.451.2622 | 28 
gston St, Boston 


BURREN | 617.776.6896 | GREAT SCOTT | 617.734.4502 


247 Elm St, Davis Square, | 1222 Comm Ave, Allston 
Somerville HARBOR GRILLE | 

CANTAB LOUNGE DOWN- 508.591.5036 | @ the 
STAIRS | 617.354.2685 | Radisson Hotel Plymouth 
738 Massachusetts Ave, Harbor, 180 Water St, 
Cambridge Plymouth 

CANTAB LOUNGE UPSTAIRS | HARPERS FERRY | 


617.354.2685 | 738 Massa 617 
chusetts Ave, Cambridge ton 


-254.9743 | 158 Brigh- 


Ave, Allston 


CHURCH | 617.236.7600 |69 HENNESSY’S DOWNSTAIRS | 


Kilmarnock St, Boston 617. 
CLEAR CONSCIENCE CAFE | Bos' 
617.661.1580 | 581 Mass HEN 
Ave, Cambridge 617 


742.2121 | 25 Union St, 
ton 

INESSY’S UPSTAIRS | 
742.2121 | 25 Union St, 


CLUB PASSIM | 617.492.7679 Boston 


| 47 Palmer St, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge 
C-NOTE | 781.925.4300 | 159 
Nantasket Ave, Nantasket 617 


ICARUS | 617.426.1790 | 3 
Appleton St, Boston 
IMPROV ASYLUM | 


263.6887 | 216 Hanover 


Beach St, Boston 

COLONIAL INN (\MPROVBOSTON CABARET 
978.369.9200 | 48 Monu: 617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect 
ment Square, Concord St, Cambridge 

COMEDY CONNECTION @ KOW- iIMPROVBOSTON THEATRE 
LOON | 617.248.9700 | 948 617.576.1253 | 40 Prospect 
Broadway, Saugus St, Cambridge 

COMEDY STUDIO JOHNNY D'S | 617.776.2004 
617.661.6507 | 1236 Mass 17 Holland St, Davis 


Ave, Cambridge 
OANTE’S OF QUINCY @ FIRE- 
FLY’S | 617.471.0011 | 516 413 


Adams St, Quincy St, 


certo; selections from Handel's 


Messiah; Vivaldi’s Gloria; the “Dona 
nobis pacem” from Bach's Mass in B 
dels Sing unto God | Sat 8 
pm | Faneuil Hall, Boston | Sun 3 pm 
Boston University, Marsh Chapel, 733 
Comm Ave, Boston | $25-$35; $20-$30 
students, seniors | 617.648.3885 
BACK BAY HANDBELL QUARTET 
Holiday favorites | 7:30 pm | Boston 
University, Photonics Center, 8 Saint 
Mary's St, Boston | Free | www. back 
bayringers.org 

BLUE HERON RENAISSANCE CHOIR 
CONDUCTED BY SCOTT METCALFE | 
“Pérotin, josquin: A French & Franco 


minor; 


seniors; $10 stu 
under 18 | 617.96 
heronchoir.org 
HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | 2 + 7:30 prn 
Lowell Mi ! Auditor 
East Me St, Lowell | $60-$126 
978.454.2299 

KAZE CHAMBER PLAYERS | Works 
for flute and harp | 3 pm | Harvard 
Coop, 1400 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
Pree | 617.499.2000 

LONGY SMALL ENSEMBLES | 9 am-; 


pm | Longy School of Music, 27 Carden 


ts; free for ages 


m, 50 


St, Cambridge | Free | 617.876.0956 
x 1500 
NEC PREPARATORY SCHOOL 


WINTER FESTIVAL CONCERT CON- 
DUCTED BY PETER JARVIS | 
tla No. 3; Quincy Porter's 


No. 1 {Old Hun 
bert’s Overture in the 


Square, Sc 


merville 


KICKBACK’S LOUNGE 


746.0100 | 1534 Stat 
Springfield 


Italian Style; Borod 


1 pm | Jordan Hail, 


listing tor Fri 


HOLIDAY POPS | See list 
HOLIDAY POPS KIDS’ MATINEES 
CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCKHART | 


See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 
EMMANUEL MUSIC 


ORCHESTRA CONDUCTED BY MI- 
CHAEL BEATTIE | Bach's Can 
132 [Bereitet die Wege, ber 


Sun 10 am [as part o 
vice}; Wed 7 p 
15 Newbury 


St, Boston | Free | 617.585 


BOSTON GAY MEN’S CHORUS | See 


KINSALE | 617.742.5577 | 2 
Center Plaza, Boston 
LA LUNA CAFE | 
617.576.3400 | 403 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
LES ZYGOMATES | 
617.542.5108 | 129 South 
St, Boston 
LILY PAD | 617.395.1393 | 
1353 Cambridge St, Cam- 
bridge 
UZARD LOUNGE | 
617.547.0759 | 1667 Mass 
Ave, below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, 
Cambridge 
LUPO'S @ THE STRAND | 
401.272.5876 | 79 Wash- 
ington St, Providence, RI 
MATT MURPHY’S PUB 
617.232.0188 | 14 Harvard 
St, Brookline 
MIDDLE EAST CORNER | 
617.864. EAST | 480 Mass 
Ave, CentralSquare, 
Cambridge 
MIDOLE EAST DOWNSTAIRS 
617.864. EAST | 480 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, 
Cambridge 
MIDDLE EAST UPSTAIRS | 
617.864.EAST | 472 Mass 
Ave, Central Square, 
Cambridge 
MIDDLESEX LOUNGE | 
617.868. MSEX | 315 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 
MIDWAY CAFE | 
617.524.9038 | 3496 Wash- 
ington St, Jamaica Plain 
MILKY WAY | 617.524.3740 | 
@ Bella Luna, 405 Centre 
St, Jamaica Plain 
MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN | 
617.338.5656 | 77 Broad St, 
Boston 
O'BRIEN’S | 617.782.6245 | 3 
Harvard Ave, Allston 
OLD SHIP COFFEEHOUSE | 
781.749.1767 | 107 Main St, 
Hingham 
OLIVER'S | 617.536.4840 | 
@ the Cask N’ Flagon, 62 
Brookline Ave, Boston 
OUTPOST | 617.876.0860 | 
186 Hampshire St, Cam 
bridge 
PADDY O'S | 617.367.2114 | 33 
Union St, Boston 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB | 
967 Comm 


30 Ga 


PERKS COFFEEHOUSE | 
718.762.5565 | 685 Wash- 
ington St, Norwood 
PHOENIX LANDING | 
617.576.6260 | 512 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

PLOUGH & STARS | 
617.576.0032 | 912 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge 

PORTER BELLY’S PUB | 
617.254.3300 | 338 Wash- 
ington St, Brighton 
PRECINCT | 617.623.9211 | 
70 Union Square, Somer- 
ville 

PUB @ THE RADISSON HO- 
TEL PLYMOUTH HARBOR | 
508.591.5036 | 180 Water 
St, Plymouth 

PUG’S BAR AND GRILL | 
617.491.9616 | 635 Cam- 
bridge St, Cambridge 
REDLINE | 617.491.9851 | 59 
JFK St, Cambridge 
REGATTABAR | 617.395.7757 
| Charles Hotel, 1 Ben- 
nett St, Harvard Square, 
Cambridge 

RISE | 617.423.7473 | 306 
Stuart St, Boston 

RIVER GODS | 617.576.1881 | 
125 River St, Cambridge 
ROXY | 617.338.ROXY | 279 
Tremont St, Boston 
RYLES | 617.876.9330 | 212 
Hampshire St, Cam- 
bridge 

SALLY O’BRIEN'’S | 
617.666.3589 | 335 Somer- 
ville Ave, Somerville 

75 CHESTNUT | 617.226.2175 
| 75 Chestnut St, Boston 
SPRINGSTEP | 781.395.0402 
| 98 George P. Hassett Dr, 
Medford 

STEVE'S BACKSTAGE PASS | 
508.824.3435 | 15 School 
St, Taunton 

TERRACE LOUNGE | 
617.236.5800 | @ the Mar- 
riott Hotel Copley Place, 
Huntington Ave, 
Boston 

TOAD | 617.497.4950 | 1912 
Mass Ave, Porter Square, 
Cambridge 

TOMMY DOYLE’S HARVARD 

| 617.864.1311 | 96 Win- 
throp St, Cambridge 

TT. THE BEAR'S PLACE 
617.492. BEAR | 10 Brook 
Central Square, 
Car mbridge 

ZUZU | 617.864.EAST | 474 
Mass Ave, Cambridge 


John’s Episcopal Church, Revere St 
rough + Roanoke Ave, Jamaica Plain | Free | 
617.312.8328 

YUKIKO SEKINO | Works for piano 


| 2:30 pm | Brookline Library, 361 


ng for Thurs 


Washington St, Brookline | Free | 
617.730.2370 
BACK BAY CHORALE AND BAROQUE 


ORCHESTRA | See listing for Sat 


BOSTON BOY CHOIR AND ST. PAUL 


MEN'S SCHOLA | See listing for Fri 


CHORUS AND 


tata No. 


reitet die Bahn! 


Thurs 


BOSTON GAY MEN’S CHORUS | See 
listing for Fri 

HANDEL AND HAYDN SOCIETY OR- 
CHESTRA AND CHORUS CONDUCTED 
BY JOHN FINNEY | See listing for 


HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


welcome | 617.536.3 HOLIDAY POPS KIDS’ MATINEES 
LEAH FINE AND DAN KIRSCHNER CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCKHART | 
Klezmer, Yiddish, Hebre’ See listing for Thurs 
kah, and original Jewi 
Newton Free Li ™ MONDAY 22 
Newton | Free | 61 5.1360 HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 
GARDNER CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
CONDUCTED DOUGLAS BOYD TUESDAY 
Haydn's Symphony No. 96 [Miracle DENISE KONICEK, THOMAS GREGG 
Bart6k’s Music for AND HEINRICH 


Celesta | 1:30 pm 
Cardner Museum, 280 the Fenway 
Boston | $23; $18 se $1 


$5 ages 5-17 | 617.278 

HOLIDAY POPS CONDUCTED BY 
KEITH LOCKHART | 2 pm | DCU 
Center, So Foster St, Worcester | $45 
$126.50 | 508.755.6800 


MESSIAH SING | 
Arts Center at 51 Wal 
Ave, Concord | $15; $10 
niors | 978.369.7911 

NIGHT SONG 
temporary ch 
Byrd, and Cw 
with Daryl Bi 


“Sweet Was the Song the Virgi 

Sang”: works for soprano, na and 

organ by Monteverdi, Sweelinck, and 
more | 12:15 pm | King’s Chapel, Trem- 
ont + School Sts, Boston | $3 suggested 
donation | 617.227.2155 

HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 
EMMANUEL MUSIC CHORUS AND 
ORCHESTRA CONDUCTED BY Mi- 
CHAEL BEATTIE | See listing for Sun 
HOLIDAY POPS | See listing for Thurs 
HOLIDAY POPS KIDS’ MATINEES 
CONDUCTED BY KEITH LOCKHART | 
See listing for Thurs 


19, 
TRIPLE THICK « ringer 
4 ia‘ a 
: 
rn 
+ ten Murra + | gan | 12:15 pm | Trinity Church, Copley 
Biery, Marier, Rutter, Victoria, and 
; more | Fri 8 pm; Sun 3 pm | St. Paul 
LOUNGE | 617.776.1557 
e 345 Somerville Ave, 
Somerville 
Christmas”: Corelli's Christmas Con- s Symphon 
4 
RIDGE BAND = 
CKEI 
‘BEAN UNION f the Sunday ser 
2/19 manuel Church, 
JUNGLE HELL - CHRIS EWEN sing-along, and candlelig' Flemish Christmas, 1200/1500” | 8 mn | Donations 
SPINS RIAL, pm | First Congregational Church, 1 
ELECTRONIC & Carden St, Cambridge | $30-$50; $20 
BROTHERS + DJ ad Scarlatti; villancico by Sebastian 
antiago; noels by Delalande | 8 pm 
mmanue! Church, 15 Newbury St 
FIRES + WAX FANG 
SETS FROM TOWNSHIP, THE sia”: works for soprano | 8prn | Amaz nts; 
CINE, JENNY DEE & 
IMTS, CORIN ASHLEY & dents 
PAPE 
WrEnx Church, 3 Elm St, 
ROSERTS BAND Two Violins Opus 3 No. 5 [RV62]; Leo ets by Tallis 
1/ 24 A808 ISBELL & THE 400 Weiner's Divertir dvent music 


DANCE 


Performance 


THURSDAY 

BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUT- 
CRACKER | Thurs 7:30 pm; Fri noon + 
7:30 pm; Sat 1 + 7:30 pm; Sun 1+ 5:30 
pm; Tues 7:30 pm; Wed noon | Opera 
House, 539 Washington Ave, Boston | 
$30-$150 | 617.695.6955 


FRIDAY 

BALLETROX | Anthony Williams's Ur 
ban Nutcracker | Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 1 + 7:30 
pm; Sun 1 + 5:30 pm | John Hancock 
Hall, 180 Clarendon St, Boston | $20- 
$55 | 617.524.3066 

CONTRAPOSE DANCE | “A Christmas 
Toy Story” | Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 3 + 7:30 
pm; Sun 3 pm | Creen Street Studios, 
185 Green St, Cambridge | $15; $10 ages 
12 and under | 617.864.3191 

JOSE MATEO BALLET THEATRE | The 
Nutcracker | Fri 7:30 pm; Sat 2 + 7:30 
pm; Sun 2 + 6 pm | Duxbury Perform- 
ing Arts Center, 73 Alden St, Duxbury | 
$15-$50 | 617.354.7467 

BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE | “A Dancer's Christmas” | 
Sat 3 + 7:30 pm; Sun 3 pm | Boston 
College, Robsham Theater, 140 
Comm Ave, Chestnut Hill | $30; $20 
students, seniors; $15 children | 
617.552.4002 

DANCING ARTS CENTER | Cinderella, 
with music by Prokofiev; jazz and 
modern dance |3 + 7 pm | Babson Col- 
lege, Sorenson Theater, 231 Forest St, 
Wellesley | $23-$30 | 508.429.7577 
NORTHEAST YOUTH BALLET | The 
Nutcracker | Sat 2 + 7:30 pm; Sun 2pm 
| Lynn Memorial Auditorium, 3 City 
Hall Square, Lynn | $24; $21 seniors, 


ages 12 and under | 781.581.2971 
BALLETROX | See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 
CONTRAPOSE DANCE | See listing 
for Fri 

JOSE MATEO BALLET THEATRE See 
listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 

BALLETROX | See listing for Fri 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 

BOSTON LITURGICAL DANCE EN- 
SEMBLE | See listing for Sat 
CONTRAPOSE DANCE | See listing 
for Pri 

JOSE MATEO BALLET THEATRE | See 
listing for Fri 

NORTHEAST YOUTH BALLET | See 
listing for Sat 


TUESDAY 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 
BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACK- 
ER | See listing for Thurs 


Participatory 


THURSDAY 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE | 8-10:45 pm | First Par- 
ish of Watertown, 35 Church St, Wa- 
tertown | $8; $5 students | 781.662.7475 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS & 
SQUARES | 7:30-10:30 pm | Scout 
House, 74 Walden St, Concord | $8; $5 
students | 781.272.0396 

SALSA NIGHT | 10 pm (with a free 
Salsa lesson at 9:15 pm] | Mojitos, 48 
Winter St, Boston | $5 | 617.513.9841 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 8:15 pr 
(with a beginners’ dance at 7:30 pm} 

| Universalist Church, 211 Bridge St, 
Salem | $4 | 781.593.5949 

SERESTA AO VIVO | 9 pm | Samba Bar 
& Grill, 608 Somerville Ave, Somerville 
| Pree | 617.718.9177 


TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENGUE DANCE | 9:30 pm [begin- 
ner and intermediate lessons at 8:30 
pm] | Ryles Jazz Club, 22 Hampshire 
St, Cambridge | $12 before 9:30 pm; $8 
after 9:30 pm | 617.876.9330 


FRIDAY 

CONTRAS & SQUARES | With Roaring 
Jelly | 8-1 pm [with a beginners’ les- 
son at 7:45 pm] | First Parish Church, 
7 Harrington Rd, Lexington | $6; free 
ages under 12 | 781.944.3544 

DANCE FRIDAY | Smoke-and alcohol 
free freestyle dance | 8 pm | Brookline 
Tai Chi, 1615 Beacon St, Brookline | $8- 
$12 suggested donation; $4 teens; free 
for ages under 12 | 617.997.0948 
DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE | 
7:30-9:30 pm | Cambridge Friends 
Meeting House, 5 Longfellow Park, 
Cambridge | $6-$10 suggested dona- 
tion | 617.776.5767 or 617.876.5272 
HAVANA CLUB SALSA | 8:30 pm 
{rueda lesson]; 9:30 pm {salsa lesson]; 
10:30 pm [dancing] | Creek American 
Political Club, 288 Creen St, Cam- 
bridge | $12 | 617.312.5550 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE) With 
the International Music Club | 8-1 pm 
| Park Avenue Congregational Church, 
50 Paul Revere Rd, Arlington Heights | 
$8; $5 students | 781.662.7475 
NORWEGIAN COUPLE DANCE | with 
Reroslaget | 8-11 pm | Church of Our 
Saviour, 2 Marathon St, Arlington | $7 
donation | 413.253.0525 
RENAISSANCE DANCE | With Renais- 
sonics | 7:30 pm | First Congregational 
Church, 1 Carden St, Cambridge | $8 

| 617.661.3353 

SUPERSHAG DANCE PARTY | 
Ballroom, Latin, swing, and salsa 
dancing | 9-11 pm [beginners’ lesson 
at 8:15 pm] | SuperShag Mega Dance 
Complex, 406 Moody St, Waltham | 
$15 | 781.894.7424 

SWING CITY | With Bombay Jim & the 
Swinging Sapphires | 8:45 pm-1 am 
{with a beginners’ lesson 7:30-8:45 
pm] | Somerville City Club, 20 Inner- 
belt Rd, Somerville | $15; $10 students 
| 617.513.9842 


SWING CITY'S FRIDAY NIGHT 
SWING DANCE | 8:45 prm-: am [with 
a beginners’ lesson at 7:30 pm]| - 
Dormition Creek Orthodox Church, 
29 Central St, Somerville | $15 
617.513.9841 

TANGO BAR MILONGA | 9 pm-: am 
{with a beginners’ lesson 8-9 pm} 
Dance Union, 16 Bow St, Somerville 
$12; $6 students | 617.721.4872 
“VIERNES DE VACILON” LATIN 
DANCE PARTY | 9:45 pm | Ryles Jazz 
Club, 212 Hampshire St, Cambridge 
$1¢ | 617.876.9330 

WESTON SCOTTISH DANCE | 8 
10:45 pm | First Unitarian Church, 
School + Church Sts, Weston | $7 
781.894.7754 


SATURDAY 

CONTRAS & SQUARES DANCE 

With Walter Lenk and Debby Knight 
| 7:30-11 pm | Scout House, 74 Walden 
St, Concord | $8 | 617.547.7781 
“DANCE, DANCE PARTY, PARTY” | 
All-female and alcohol-free dance for 
“self-proclaimed nerdy girls” | Noon- 
1:30 pm | Green Street Studios, 185 
Green St, Cambridge | $5 | 617.864.3191 
"50s AND '60s DANCE | 9 pm-i am} 
Michael's, 97 Washington St, Somer- 
ville | Free | 617.849.9100 

HAVANA CLUB SALSA SATURDAYS | 
10:30 pm-2 am [with a salsa lesson at 
9:30 pm] | Jorge Hernandez Cultural 
Center, 85 West Newton St, Boston | 
$15; $12 students | 617.312.5550 
MELROSE CONTRA DANCE | 7-10 

pm | Unitarian Universalist Church, 
70 West Emerson St, Melrose | $6 | 
781.665.3835 

SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm-1 am | 
Mojitos, 48 Winter St, Boston | $10 | 
617.513.9841 

SATURDAY NIGHT LA MILONGA | s 
pm-i am | Springstep, 98 George P. 
Hassett Dr, Medford | $15; $7.0 stu- 
dents | 617.699.0CHO 

SPELEDANS SCANDINAVIAN 
DANCING | 8-10:30 pm | Park Avenue 
Congregational Church, 50 Paul 
Revere Rd, Arlington Heights | $7 | 
781.891.3207 


SUNDAY 
HUNGARIAN DANCE CYCLES | 6:30 
8:30 pm | Church of Our Saviour, 

2 Marathon St, Arlington | $10 
617.253.7708 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING | § 
1 pm | MIT, Stratton Si 
Sala de Puerto Ri 


dent Center 


‘0 [second floc 

Mass Ave, Cambridge | $8 sugg) 

donation; free for Wellesley and MIT 

students | 617.253. FOLK 

INTERNATIONAL MUSIC CLUB | 

With Barbara Pixton and Ray Rosen 

stock | 1-5:30 pm | Goddard House 

165 Chestnut St, Brookline | $10-$15 

617.734.5215 

ISRAEL! DANCE | 4-5 pm | Temple 

Emunah, 9 Piper Rd, Lexington | $5 

781.863.1307 

ISRAELI DANCING | 8-10:30 pm (with 

a beginners’ dance at 7:30 p Tem: 

ple Emanuel, 385 Ward St, Newton | 

$5 | 617.254. HORA 

SALSA DANCING | 9 pm-midnight 

{with a lesson 9-10 pm] | Johnny D's, 

17 Holland St, Somerville | $8 [$10 with 

lesson] | 617. 2004 

SALSA NIGHT | 9:30 pm am [witha 

lesson at 8:30 pm] | Mojitos, 48 Winter 

St, Boston | $10 | 617.513.9841 

SALSA SUNDAYS | 7 pr (6 pm lesson 
Ryles Jazz Club, 22 Hampshire St, 

Cambridge | $10 | 617.876.9330 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 6:30 

8:30 pm | Church of Our Saviour, 

25 Monmouth St, Brookline | $5 | 

617.661.5899 


MONDAY 
BULGARIAN/BALKAN DANCING 

| 7:30-9 pm | Green Street Studios, 

185 Green St, Cambridge | $15 | 
617.840.2362 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING | 8 pm-mid- 
night | Temple Kehillath Israel, 384 
Harvard Ave, Brookline | $5; $3 stu- 
dents | 617.576.5554 

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CON- 
TRAS| With Yankee Ingenuity | 7:30- 
10:30 pm | Scout House, 74 Walden St, 
Concord | $8; $5 students | 781.272.0396 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7:4s- 
10715 pm | Springstep, 98 George P. 


Hassett Dr, Medford | $7; $4 students 
617.661.5899 


TUESDAY 
GENDER-FREE ENGLISH COUNTRY 
DANCING | 7:30-10 pm | First Church 
of Jamaica Plain, 6 Eliot St, Jamaica 
7 | 617.522.2216 
NOCHE LATINA LATIN DANCE 
NIGHT | 9:30 pm [with a be; 
Ryles 


WEDNESDAY 


Today's listings include weekly event 
may be suspe! he holid 


ahead before stepping out 
ARGENTINE TANGO BREAK 


Dance Union, 16 Bow St, Somervill 


$10; $5 students | 617.721.4872 
GIAN CARLO BUSCAGLIA | 8 pm | Z 
Wine Bar, 3 Beacon St, Somerville | 
Free | 617.441.9631 
CASINO RUEDA WEDNESDAYS | 10 
pm-1 am [with lessons at 8 pm] | An 
Tua Nua, 836 Beacon St, Boston | $14 
617.513.9841 
DANCE FREEDOM | Smoke-and-al 
cohol-free barefoot dance | 7:30 pm 
First Congregational Church, 1 Car 
den St, Cambridge | $6 | 978.369.7522 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE | 7:30- 
10:30 pm | Park Avenue Congrega 
tional Church, 50 Paul Revere Rd, 
Arlington Heights | $9; $7 students 
781.662.6710 
FRAMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE & PARTY | 7:30-10 pm | 
Parish Hall of Edwards UCC Church, 
39 Edwards St, Framingham | $6; $5 
students and seniors | 978.897.7549 
ISRAEL! DANCE | “All-Night Christ 
mas Eve Marathon” | 6 pm-4 am | 
MIT, Walker Memorial Gym (third 
floor], 142 Memorial Dr, Cambridge | 
$1 suggested donation | 617.484.3267 
WEDNESDAY MUSIC JAM SESSIONS 
| Open jams in Celtic and internation 
al dance music | 7:30-9:30 pm | Beebe 
Estate, 235 West Foster St, Melrose | 
Free | 781.662.7475 
Continued on p 28 


EB EN EV 
| Hampshire St, Cambridge | $10 
617.876.9330 
| 
ase Ca 
3 
a 
| 
| 


Continued from p 27 


THURSDAY 

weekly events that may 
EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE for previous 
NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS 


SQUARES see listing for previ 
SALSA NIGHT see listing for previ 
SCOTTISH ee list 
SERESTA AO VIVO ting for 


TEMPORADA LATINA SALSA AND 
MERENCGUE DANCE | See listing 


g for 


READINGS 


THURSDAY 
C.D. COLLINS, RICHARD HOFFMAN, 
ELLEN STEINBAUM, AND TRACY 
STRAUSS 


FRIDAY 
LAURA SHERIDAN The 


SATURDAY 
“BAGELS WITH THE 


etry “open mi 


“OPEN BARK 8p 


Blue Ca 


ied dona 


tion | 617.354.5287 


SUNDAY 
MI. ANDERSON The 


Waves | 10 am 
Tr 206 Clarendon St, 
Boston | Pree | 617.536.0944 X 217 
LOUNGE POETRY SLAM” 

ic by the Jeff Robinson Trio 
Lounge, 1667 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge $5 | 617.547.0759 


MONDAY 
STONE SOUP POETRY OPEN MIC 
With Jack Powers | 8 pm | Out of 


the Blue Callery, 106 Prospect St, 


FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 


SAT. 
DEC. 


FRI. 
JAN. 


SUN. 
JAN. 


STATE RADIO 


TALKS 


THURSDAY 

“THE ART OF JEWISH MUSIC, ALA 
RUSSE: A CENTENNIAL CELEBRA- 
TION OF THE SOCIETY FOR JEWISH 
FOLK MUSIC” | With Ki4ra Morica 

7:30 5 Hebrew College, Berenson 
Tick Rd, Newton 
www. hebrewcol 


“GALLERY TALK: ICA COLLECTION” 


Carole Anne Meehan | Noon 


n | 617.478.3100 
“PHILOSOPHY DISCUSSION GROUP. 
RICHARD ‘S JEAN 


Lane” 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 
“NACA HOMEBUYERS WORKSHOP” 


1 | Bost 


EVENTS 


THURSDAY 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER CRAFTS 


“GARDNER AFTER 
h’s theme is “A Sols 
ssance mus 


urs and talks 
pr 
art Cardner Museum 


Boston | $5-$23 | 617.566.1401 


FRIDAY 
“COLLEEN’S SOLSTICE PARTY” | 
Open mic, live music by the Crass 
more, refreshments, and 
Out of the Blue Art Callery, 
rospect St, C ridge | $5 sug 
gested donation | 617.354.5287 
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION | 
Poetry, music, candle ceremony, and 
meditation | 7:30 pm | Theosophical 
Society of Boston, 21 Maple St, Arling 
ton | Pree | 781.648.0101 


TANG 


2Bo the Fenway, 


BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER CRAFTS 
SHOWCASE | See listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 
BUDDHIST MEDITATION WEEKEND 


pm, Sun 6 


617.418.5060 
BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER CRAFTS 
SHOWCASE See listing for Thurs 


SUNDAY 

BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER CRAFTS 
SHOWCASE | See listing for Thurs 
BUDDHIST MEDITATION WEEKEND 
RETREAT | See listing for Sat 


MONDAY 
HYPERTENSION SCREENINGS AND 
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 


MONDAY NIGHT MEDITATION | Silent 


ig, ar 


TUESDAY 
CONTEMPLATIVE 


20-8:20 a 


1 h Me 
566 B t, Brookline | Free 
WEDNESDAY 


“RAL: STAR Cock 


m-i am | Revol 
5 Hi gh St, Boston 


GAY LESBIAN 


THURSDAY 

QUEERAOKE | 9 prn | Midway Café, 
3896 Washington St, Jamaica Plain | 
$5 | 617.524.9038 

RED CARPET THURSDAYS | CLBT 
dance party | 9 pm-2 am | Machine, 
1256 Boylston St, Boston | $12 | 
617.818.1929 

REVIVE THURSDAYS | 7 pm | Club 
Café, 209 Columbus Ave, Boston | $15; 
$33.50 with dinner | www.dykenight 
com 


FRIDAY 

PURE: FRIDAYS | Lesbian dance party 
with hip-hop, house, and Top 40 mu 
sic | 10 pm-2 am | Pearl Nightclub, 75 


com 


BOSTON BALLET’S THE NUTCRACKER runs through 
December the Opera House. 


SATURDAY 

GAY SATURDAYS @ EPIC | “Chris Har 
ris B-Day Bash” | 10:30 pm | Roxy, 279 
Tremont St, Boston | $10-$15 | 617.338 
ROXY 

WET@SHINE | Lesbian dance party | 

9 pm-2 am | Shine Lounge, 1 Kendall 
Sq, Cambridge $8 www.shinecam 
bridge.com 

WHITE PARTY | With music by Dj 
Casper | 9 pm | Club Lido, 1290 North 
Shore Rd, Revere | $10 | 781.479.9821 or 
978.606.3634 


MONDAY 

LIFE@SHINE | Lesbian singles social 
gathering | 6 pm | Shine Lounge, 1 
Kendall Sq, Cambridge | Free | www. 
shinecambridge.com 


HOLIDAYS 


THURSDAY 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR | Alternative market 
place for jewelry, pottery, clothing, 
and art | Thurs-Fri 11:30 am-7:30 
pm; Sat 10 am-7 pm; Sun noon-6 


pm; Mon-Tues 11:30 am-7:30 p 
First Unitari. 


Mass Ave, C 
sion | 413.625.9779 
HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 


musicians perfor 
songs; attendees 
a dessert | 6-8 pm 
Library, 151 Cambridge St, 
Free | 617.523.3957 


FRIDAY 
“BULGARIAN CHRISTMAS” 
ian music, food, art, danci 
cultural activities | 7 pm | Springstep, 
98 George P. Hassett Dr, Medford | $15 

| 781.395.0402 

“GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST” 
WALKING TOUR | Learn how Christ- 
mas evolved over the centuries in 
Boston by visiting historical Boston 
landmarks and holiday stories about 
famous Bostonians | Fri-Sat 1 + 4 pm 

| Meet at the Massachusetts State 
House, 24 Beacon St, Boston | Reserva- 
tions required: $15; $12 seniors; $10 
ages under 15 | 978.269.4237 
“HOLIDAY HANDJOBS” | Diy craft 
market with a “queer/sex/punk fo- 
cus,” with live music, Djs, cocktails, 
and “dirty Santa and his dirty elves” | 
7-11 pm | George Dilboy VFW Hall, 371 
Summer St, Somerville | $1-$2 dona 
tion | http: //holiday-handjobs.com 


“SMALL WONDERS” HOLIDAY ARTS 
& CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE | jew 
elry, sculpture, herbal/new-age prod 
ucts, art prints, and more | Fri 5-9 pm 
Sat 10 am-6 pm; Sun 1-6 pm | Call 
at the Piano Factory, 791 Tremont St 
Boston | Free | 617.262.4819 
VICTORIAN CAROLERS | Traditional 
holiday songs | 7 pm | Harvard Coop, 
1400 Mass Ave, Cambridge | Free | 
617.499.2000 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Thurs 


SATURDAY 
“CHRISTMAS WITH THE PHILLIPS 
FAMILY” TOUR | Forty-minute house 
tour | Hourly Sat-Sun 11 am-4 pm | 
Phillips House, 34 Chestnut St, Salem 
| $5 | www. historicnewengland.org 
“GOOD CHEER FESTIVAL" | Readings 
of “The Night Before Christmas” and 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas, piano-led 
group sing, and refreshments; Christ 
mas sweaters encouraged | 7-9 pm | 
Clarendon Hill Presbyterian Church, 
Nave Callery, 155 Powderhouse Blvd, 
Somerville | Free | www.artsomerville. 
org 
“{LLUMINATIONS TROLLEY TOUR” 
| Tour of the historical highlights of 
Somerville, with residential holiday 
light displays, live music by the 
Somerville Community Chorus, and 
refreshments | Tours depart every 
30-45 minutes from 4:30 to 9:15 pm | 
Aeet at Somerville City Hall, 93 High- 
land Ave, Somerville | $10; $5 seniors 
and ages 12 and under | www.somer 
villeartscouncil.org 
VICTORIAN CAROLERS | 2 pm | Hyde 
Park Branch Library, 35 Harvard Ave, 
Hyde Park | Free | 617.361.2524 
“GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST” 
WALKING TOUR | See listing for Fri 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Thurs 
“SMALL WONDERS” HOLIDAY ARTS 
& CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE | See 
1g for Fri 


SUNDAY 

“CHRISTMAS WITH THE PHILLIPS 
FAMILY” TOUR | See listing for Sat 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Thurs 

“SMALL WONDERS” HOLIDAY ARTS 
& CRAFTS SHOW AND SALE | See 
listing for Fri 


MONDAY 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Thurs 


TUESDAY 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY CRAFT 
FAIR | See listing for Thurs 


WEDNESDAY 

HOLIDAY MOVIE MARATHON | 
Screenings of classic Christmas mov- 
ies | 9 am-5 pm | Egleston Square 
Branch Library, 2044 Columbus Ave, 
Roxbury | Free | 617.445.4340 


list 


RETREAT | Sat am-o 
am-4: 30 pm | Theosophical Society 4 an 
of Boston, 21 Maple St, Arlington ff 
ei $20 suggested donation per day oe 
studios, open mic, live music, and — 
poetry readings | Noon-9 pr | 80 4 “a 
Border Street Cultural Exchange Cen ? ? 
ter, Border St, East Boston Free 
4 
Northern Ave, Boston | Free with mu 
> 
i! gested donation | 617.262.6050 
pm | West End Branch Library, 151 3 
rum where Cambridge St, Cambridge | Free 3 
United South End Settlements, 566 2 
anpanel.com Bea St, Brookline | $10 suggested ‘ 
Libra pley Square, Boston | Free Carl Woolf | 7: EL | Nishmat 
“ape an ope pm | Omni Parker 1 54 ter, Warrenton St, Boston | $8 before mid Po mn 
; House ol St, Boston | Free night: $10 after | 617.542.4077 1St+ ps 
pm | Borders Bra ee, 255 Crossman ed to bring 
Dr, Brai e | Pree | 781.356.5111 Po and more for jJewi n id Branch 2 
SHOWCASE With blowing, tion Rock Bar, 
val > ceramics, jewelry, prints, and more for $20-$25 | 781.444.7771 
i Ts am-noon | Au Bon sale | Thurs noon-8 pm; Fri-Sun noon-6 
: Pain, Davis Square, Somerville | Free pm | Brookline Arts Center, 86 Mon 
6.5715 ; 
St, Cambridge d art, 
aT , cocktails, and 
of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, 
LUPO’ 
MIG THE CRYING LIGHT 
FEB 22, 7:30pm 
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Sunday River 


Association with: 


TRUE 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


92.1 


art frame 


GALLERIES 


STREET/ 
BACK BAY 
617.536.4465 


Kai 
ARDEN GALLERY 617.247.0 
Newbury St | Mon-Sat 1 am-s:30 
Through Dec 30: Joanne Mattera an 


Lilly 


617.9 


218 


617 © | 10 Newbury St 


Newbury Tues-Fri 


yugh Dec 18: “Any 


4 Clarendon St | Wed-Sat uz 


Bo STON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


4 pley Square | Mon 


COPLEY SOCIETY OF ‘ART 
61 49 | 158 Newbury S ue 


on-5 pn | Free adr 


ks: 2008 
ual Narratives 
ROTENBERC GALLERY 


617.437.1518 | 


Sat 10 am-6 pm; 


Dec 23: Jennifer Liston Munson 


Glance 

KIDDER SMITH GALLERY 
617.424.6900 | 131 Newbury St | Tues 
Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 17 
agg and John Hartley: “Fun & 
Cames” 

MERCURY GALLERY | 617 859.0054/8 
Newbury Si | Mon-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm 
Through Dec 31: Joseph Solman 
PANOPTICON GALLERY BOSTON | 
Hote! Commonwealth | 617.267.8929 
502 Comm Ave boron Sat 1 am-6 pm 
rough Jan 12: “Prohibition: Cel 

ting the Repeal 

PUCKER GALLERY | 617.267 9473 

171 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-5:30 
pm; Sun 1-5 pm | Through jan 5 
Naftali Bezem: “Miracles” | Kang Hyo 
Lee: “It is 

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY 
617.267.7997 | 38 Newbury St | Tues 

Fri 10 am-5:30 pm; Saft 11 am-5 pm 
Th gh Dec 19: Herb Ritts and Hor 
P. Horst 
ROLLY- GALLERY 


rtmouth St 


Dan 


a 


1; Sat 11 am-5:30 


going: Robert Castagna 
ST. GEORGE GALLERY | 617 4° 
2 ton St, Suite 49 | Mon 
hrough De: 
ndra Mueller-[ 
“Art and 


Mu: 
SOCIETY OF ARTS bocanr CRAFTS 
3 175 Newbury St | Mon 


TECH SUPERPOWERS, INC. | 
617.267.9716 | 252 Newbury St | Mon- 
Fri 9 am-5 pm | Ongoing: Bill Callery: 
“Apple Computer: Beginnings” 
THOMAS KINKADE NEWBURY 
STREET GALLERY | 866.639.2879 | 
221 Newbury St | Mon-Sat 10 am-8 
pm; Sun noon-6 pm | Features more 
tha limited-edition canvas litho- 

is by Thomas Kinkade 
VICTORIA MUNROE FINE ART | 
617.523.0661 | 179 Newbury St | Tues 
Sat 10 am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 17 
Linda Etcoff 


SOUTH END 

BOSTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS | 
Mills Gallery | 617.426.8835 | 539 Trem- 
ont St | Wed + Sun noon-5 pm; Thurs 
Sat noon-9 pm | Through Sept 30 
Doug Weathersby and Andrew Wit 
kin: “Mills Gallery Corridor Project” 
BOSTON SCULPTORS GALLERY 
617.482.7781 | 486 Harrison Ave | Wed 
Sun noon-6 pm | Through Dec 21 


Charles Jones "Hypert ole” | Rosalyn 


BROMFIELD GALLERY 617.451.36 


450 Harrison Ave | Wed-Sat noon-5 pm | 
T ugh Dec 20: “12x12 Holiday Show™ 
CARROLL AND SONS | 617.482.2477 
450 Harrison Ave | Call for hours 


Throug AcPhee: “River 


20: Laura M 


of No Return 
CASA DE LA CULTURA/CENTER FOR 
LATINO ARTS | 617 7927-4 1707 | 8s 


act 


Newton St | Mon n-Fri 9 am-s fp 


Arts Show” 
GALLERY KAYAFAS | 617.482.0411 


450 Harrison Ave, #37-39 | Tues-Sat 1 


am pm | Through Jan 10: Milton 


Rogovin: “A Clear View” | Eunjoo Lee 


“body figures” | “Children” 
HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART 
4 2164 Washington St 


pm Fall 


lected Objects fr 
LACONIA GALLERY | 61 
33 Harrison Ave | Thurs 


and 


ec 31: Cre 


MOBIUS | 


6 020 | 725 Harrison 
Ave, Suite 1 | Call for hours 
Oct 6: Joanne Rice: “The Hu 


of War” 
SOPRAFINA GALLERY | 617.728.0770 
55 Thayer St | Wed-Sat 11 am-5:30 pm 
or by appointment | Through Jan 10 
Dido Thayer 
SPACE 242 | www.space242.com | 242 
East Berkeley St [second floor] | By ap 
pointment only | Through Jan 23: Tak 
Toyoshima, Martin Pavlinic, Scott 
Murray, and Taylor Seidler: “Dicks 
and Jane” 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ATLANTIC WORKS GALLERY | 
617.568.1294 | 80 Border St, East 
Boston | Fri-Sat 2-6 pm and by appoint 
ment | Through jan 10: “12” | Recep 
tion Dec 18: 6-9 pm 
DISTILLERY GALLERY | 617.566.1022 
| 526 East Sms St. South Boston 
ly 7 am-7 pm | Through Dec 23 
Michael Mullaney, Nicole Seisier, and 
D iis Svoronos: “Isolated Incidents” 
GALLERY 

7.842.7664 | 555 East Second St 
$ sth Boston | Wed 


11 am-6 pm 
Tues b Through Dec 
=" 1 Not LA” 

PROOF GALLERY 508 963.9 


516 East Second St, South Bc 


irs-Sat noor 


MUSEUMS 


DeCORDOVA MUSEUM AND SCULP- 
TURE PARK 861.259.8355 | Sa 


MORE ART LISTINGS 
“ATTRACTIONS” 
“MUSEUMS 
GALLERIES” COLUMN 


5 pm | Admission $12; $8 students, 
seniors, ages 6-12; free for ages un- 
der 6 | Through Dec 31: “Annual Art- 
ists’ Market” | Through Jan 4: “Zea 
Mays Printmaking: The Nature of 
Things” | Laylah Ali: “Notes/Draw 
ings/Untitled Afflictions” |“Drawn 
to Detail” | Stacey Steers: “Phantom 
Canyon” | Through May 17: Ann 
Carlson and Mary Ellen Strom: “New 
Performance Video” | Tabitha Vevers: 
“Narrative Bodies” | Through Sept 
30: “Face-to-Face: Portraits from the 
Permanent Collection” | Ongoing: 
“American Vernacular” | “PIXNIT: 
Folie que la nouveauté, 2008” 
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY 
ART | 617.478.3100 | 100 Northern 
Ave, Boston | Tues-Wed + Sat-Sun 
10 am-5 pm; Thurs-Fri 10 am-9 
pm | Admission $12; $10 students, 
seniors; free for ages under 17; free 
after 5 pm on “Target Free Thursday 
Nights” | Established in 1936 as the 
first non-collecting contemporary 
art institution in the US | Permanent 
collection of 21st-century art features 
sculpture, painting, video, photog 
raphy, and drawing | Through Jan 
4 Tara Donovan | Through March 1 
Gerard Byrne: “Momentum 12” | “The 
2008 James and Audrey Foster Prize” 


Through July 12: “Collection 3” 


ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER 
MUSEUM | 617.566.1402 | 280 the 
Fenway, Boston | Tues-Sun 11 am-5 
pm | Admission $12; $10 seniors; $5 
ents with ID; free for ages under 
It in the style of a isth-cen 
tury Venetian palace, the museum 
houses more than 2500 art objects, 


hasis on Italian Renais 
sance and 17th-century Dutch works 
and highlights including works 

by Ciotto, Rembrandt, Botticelli, 
tian, and Whistler | Free 
guided tours given Tues-Fri at 2:30 
pm | Through Jan 18: “The Triumph 
of Marr 
Renaissance” 

MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM 

OF CONTEMPORARY ART | 
413.664.4481 | 87 Marshall St, North 
Adams | Wed-Mon 11 am-s5 pm | Ad 
mission $15 


Raphael, Ti 


age: Painted Cassoni the 


$11 students; $5 ages 
6-16; free for ages five and under | 
Through March 1: “Being Here is 
Better than Wishing We'd Stayed” 

| Through March 2: “Eastern Stan 
dard: Western Artists in China” | 
Through April 9: “Badlands: New 
Horizons in Landscape” | Through 
Oct 31: Simon Starling: “The Nanjing 
Particles” | Anselm Kiefer | Long- 
term installation: Fransje Killaars 
“Installation: Figures, Colors First” 

| Ongoing: Don Crummer: “Primary 
Separation” | “Solar Energy at MASS 
MoCA" | joseph Beuys: “Lightning 
with Stag in Its Clare” | Natalie jer 
emikenko: “Tree Logic” | Bruce Od 
land and Sam Auinger: “Harmonic 
Bridge” | Christina Kubisch: “Clock 
tower Project” | Dré Wapenaar: 
“Pavilion” 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS | 
617.267.9300 | 465 Huntington Ave 
Boston | Sat-Tues 10 am-4:45 pm; 
Wed-Fri 10 am-9:45 pm | Admission 
$17; $15 students, seniors; free for 
ages 7-17 and under during non 
school hours [otherwise $6.50]; free 
for ages 6 and under | Introductory 
walks through all collections Mon 
Fri 10:30 am + 3 pm | “Art of Asia 
Walks” 11 am | “Art of Europe Walks” 
11:30 am | “Art of the Ar 
Walks” 1:30 


the Classical 


ericas 


pire: Treasures from Assyria in the 
British Museum” | Through Jan 19: 
“Karsh 100: A Biography in Images” 
| Through Jan 25: Rachel Whiteread | 
Through May 10: “Photographic Fig- 
ures” | Through May 31: “Visions of 
Kyoto: Scenes from Japan's Ancient 
Capital” | Through June 21: “And So 
to Bed: Indian Bed Curtains from a 
Stately English Home” | Through July 
12: “Gentlemen of Suzhou” | Through 
Sept 22: “Preserving History, Making 
History: The Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston” 
PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM | 
978.745.9500 | East india Square, 
161 Essex St, Salem | Daily 10 am-s5 
pm | Admission $15; $13 seniors; $11 
students; free for ages 16 and under 
| Through Jan 19: “Gateway Bombay” 
| “Body Politics, Maori Tattoo To- 
day” | Through Feb 16: “Stage Idols, 
Japanese Kabuki Theater” | Through 
March 1: “To the Ends of the Earth: 
Painting the Polar Landscapes” | 
Through June 7: “Polar Attractions” 
| Through June 28: “Perfect Imbal 
ance: Exploring Chinese Aesthetics” 
Ongoing: “Of Gods and Mortals: 
Traditional Indian Art ‘All My 
Life: Contemporary Works by Native 
American Artists” | “Intersections: 
Native American Art in a New Light” 
“Yin Yu Tang” uspicious Wishes 
and Natural Beauty in Korean Art” 
PEABODY MUSEUM OF AR- 
CHAEOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY 
| 617.496.1027 | 11 Divinity Ave. 
Cambridge Mon Sun 9 am-s pm | 
$9; $7 students, seniors; $6 ages 18 
and under; free for ages 3 and under; 
free Sun 9 am-noon; Wed 3-5 pm | 
Through March 30: “Fragile Memo- 
ries: Images of Archaeology and 
Community at Copan, 1891-1900” | 
Through March 31: “Remembering 
Awatovi: The Story of an Archaeolog 
ical Expedition in Northern Arizona, 
1935-1939” | Through Dec 31, 2009 
“Storied Walls: Murals of the Ameri 
cas” | Through Jan 2010: “Digging 
Veritas: The Archzology and History 
of the Indian College and Student 
Life at Colonial Harvard” 
SOMERVILLE MUSEUM | 
617.666.9810 | 1 Westwood Rd 
Somerville | Thurs 2-7 pm; Fri 2-5 pm; 
Sat noon-5 pm | Through Dec 20: 
Tim Barner, David Bouchard, Jim 
Jackson, Yvonne Parma, and Adele 
Travisano: “Fearless Methods & Com- 
mon Bonds” 
STERLING AND FRANCINE CLARK 
ART INSTITUTE | 413.458.2303 | 225 
South St, Williamstown | Tues-Sun 10 
am-5 pm | Adults $12.50; free for stu 
dents, ages 18 and under | Through 
Jan 4: “Drawn to Drama: Italian 
Works on Paper, 1500-1800” 
WORCESTER ART MUSEUM | 
508.799.4406 | Ss Salisbury St, 
Worcester | Wed-Fri + Sun 1 am-5 
pm; Sat 10 am-5 pm; third Thurs 
11 am-8 pm | Admission $10; $8 se- 
niors, students with ID; free for ages 
17 and under; free admission Sat 10 
am-noon | Through June 7: “Heav 
nly and Earthly Delights: Alive in 
Cater ful Display” 


SCHOOLS 
UNIVERSITIES 


BOSTON COLLEGE | McMullen Mu 
seum | 617.552.8100 | Chestnut Hill 
Mon-Fri 11 am-4 pm; Sat-Sun, 


Burns Library | 617.552.3282 


nd Mollie Gil 
Thomas P.O" Neill, Library 
617.552.4470 | Mon-Sat 11 am-4 pm 


CONFIRMATION GIRLS 
part Milton 
show Gallery Kayafas, 
the South End. 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY | Soston 
— Howard Gotlieb Archival Research 
Center | 617.353.3696 | 771 Comm 
Ave | Call for hours | Ongoing: “From 
Major Barbara to Doctor Doolittle: 
The Incomparable Career of Rex 
Harrison” 
— Mugar Memorial Library | 
617.353.3736 | 771 Comm Ave | 
Mon-Thurs 8 am-midnight | Fri-Sat 
8 am-11 pm | Sun 10 am-midnight | 
Ongoing: “A Retrospective of the Life 
and Work of Bette Davis” 
— Sherman Gallery | 617.358.0295 | 
775 Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 11 am-5 pm 
; Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Through Dec 19: 
Dushko Petrovich: “Small Paintings” 
— Stone Gallery | 617.353.3329 | 855 
Comm Ave | Tues-Fri 11 am-5 pm; 
Sat-Sun 1-5 pm | Through Jan 18: 
“Exposures: Other Histories in Early 
Postcards from Africa” 
BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY | Rose Art 
Museum | 781.736.3434 | 415 South St, 
Waltham | Tues-Sun noon-s pm | Ad- 
mission $3; free for ages 12 and under 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY | Cambridge 
— Cabot Science Library 
617.496.5534 | Science Center, 1 
Oxford St | Mon irs 8:30 am-mid. 
night; Friday 8:30 am-6 pm; Sat 
noon-10 pm; Sun 10 am-midnight | 
Through jan 22: “Birds Do It, Bees Do 
It, Even Roaming Caribou Do It: Mi 
gration in the Animal Kingdom” 
— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
| 617.495.3251 | 24 Quincy St | Mon- 
Sat 9 am-11 pm 11 pm | 
Through Jan ¢ “Three 
Easy Pieces” 
— Harvard Art Museum 
617.495.9400 | 485 Broadway | 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5 pm; Sun 1-5 pm | 
Through Feb 8: “ Western Tradi- 
tion: Art Sinc Renaissance” | 
Ongoing: “Re-V werview of 
works from the A 
the Busch-Reis 
Museums, curre 
vations] 
— Harvard Museum of Natural His- 
tory | 617.495 | Oxford + Everett 
Sts | Daily 9 am-5 pm | Admission 
$9; $7 seniors; $6 studer free for 
ages 3 and under; free for Massachu 
setts residents Su am-noon + Wed 
3-5 pm | Through Feb 6: “Language 
of Color” | Through Feb 8: Amanda 
Means: “Looking at Leaves: Pho- 
tographs” | Through March 1: “Sea 
Creatures in Class” | Ongoing: “The 
Class Flowers” |“Dodos, Trilobites, 
and Meteorites” | “Arthropods: Crea- 
tures that Rule” | “Climate Change: 
Our Clobal Experiment” 
— Houghton Library | 617.495.2509 | 
Harvard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy 
St | Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm; Sat 9 am-1 
pm | Through Dec 20: “To Promote, 
To Learn, To Teach, To Please: Scien- 
tific Images in Early Modern Books” 
| Through Jan 28: “ 
‘Different Atmospt 
of Yaddo” 
— Pusey Library | 617.495.2509 | Har 
vard Yard near Mass Ave + Quincy St} 
Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm | Through Dec 
31: “Through the Ca 
dore Roosevelt and the Art of Pho- 
tography” | Through Jan 30: “From 
the Amazon to the Volga: The Carto 
graphic Representation of Rivers” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY | Cambridge 
— Compton Gallery | 617 


Paul Chan 


er and Fogg Art 
ntly closed for reno 


ersed ina 
re’: Reflections 


258.9106 


| 77 Mass Ave | Daily 10 an 
Through Dec 21: Da 
the Center for Urba 
Lines, Death Vows 


Hart Nautical Galleries 


253 Mass A 


ta Lens: Theo- 


— List Visual Arts Center | 
617.253.4680 | 20 Ames St} Daily 
noon-6 pm | Through Jan 4: Adel Ab- 
dessemed: “Situation and Practice” 
— Mark Epstein Innovation Gallery | 
617.253.4444 | 265 Mass Ave | Mon- 
Fri 9:30 am-5 pm | Ongoing: “Urban 
Concept Car” | “MIT and the Sea: 
Pioneers in Ocean Exploration” | 
“Zebrafish and Cancer Research” | 
“Windows on MIT” | Claude Shan- 
non: “Ingenious Machines” | “Klein 
Side Scan Sonar: A World Leader in 
Ocean Engineering” | Aude Oliva: 
“Hybrid Illusions” 
— Media Test Wall | 617.253.4400 | 
Whitaker Bidg No. 56 | Open round 
the clock | Through Jan 2: Bill Viola: 
“The Space Between the Teeth” 
— MIT Museum | 617.253.4444 | 265 
Mass Ave | Daily 10 am-5 pm | Admis- 
sion $7.50; $3 for seniors, students, 
and ages 5-18 | Through March 31: 
“Luminous Windows: Holograms for 
the 21st Century” | Ongoing: “Mind 
and Hand: The Making of MIT Sci 
entists and Engineers” | “Robots 
and Beyond: Exploring Artificial 
Intelligence at MIT” | “Holography: 
The Light Fantastic” stural En- 
gineering: The Sculpture of Arthur 
Canson” | “Flashes of Inspiration: 
The Work of Harold Edgerton” | 
“Learning Lab: The Cell” 
MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY | 978.922.8222 | 23 Essex 
St, Beverly | Mon-Wed + Fri 10 am-5 
pm; Thurs 10 am-8 pm; Sat noon-5 
pm | Through Jan 24: Julie Chang, 
Timothy Horn, Pixnit, Tomas Rivas, 
and Elizabeth Wallace: “In Pursuit 
of Beauty” 
NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY | Gallery One | 
617.437.1868 | 537 Comm Ave, Boston 
| Mon-Fri 9 am-s5 pm | Through Dec 
19: Zia Ayub: “Alternative Approach 
in Silver Printing” 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE CEN- 
TER AT BOSTON UNIVERSITY | 
617.353.0600 | 832 Comm Ave, Bos- 
ton | Tues-Fri 10 am-6 pm; Thurs 10 
am-8 pm; Sat-Sun noon-5 pm | $3; $2 
students, seniors | Through Jan 25: 
“Keeping Time: Cycle and Duration 
in Contemporary Photography” 
RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
| Museum of Art | 401.454.6500 | 224 
Benefit St, Providence, Ri | Tues-Sun 10 
am-s5 pm | Admission $8; $5 seniors; 
$3 students, ages 5-18 | Dec 19-April 
26: “Sartorial Sanctuary: Clothing 
and Tradition in the Eastern Islamic 
World” | Through Jan 4: “Chihuly at 
RISD” | “Studio Class in Rhode Island: 
The Chihuly Years” | Through Jan 18: 
Beth Lipman: “After You're Gone” | 
Through Feb 1: “Building Books: The 
Art of David Macaulay” | Through Feb 
15: Harry Calahan: “Eleanor” | “Al- 
ternating Beats” | Through March 1: 
“Kunisada's “Twelve Months’: Cenre 
in Japanese Prints” | Through March 
22: “American Art from the Perma- 
nent Collection” | Through March 
29: “Multi-Part Art: Contemporary 
Works from the Collection” | Ongo- 
ing: Paul Morrison: “Exine” | “Subject 
to Change: Art and Design from the 
Twentieth Century” | jonathan Bon- 
ner: Site-Specific Installation |“A 
Crand Callery: European Paintings 
from the Permanent Collection” | 
“Rethinking the Romans: New Views 
of Ancient Sculpture” |“The birds 
and the bees and the flowers and the 
trees: Flora and Fauna in Ceramic De 
Sign and Decoration” | “The Japanese 
Tradition in Studio Pottery” 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY | Art Gallery 
617.627.3518 | 40R Talbot Ave, Med- 
ford | Tues-Wed + Fri-Sun 1 am-s5 
pm; Thurs 11 am-8 pm | Through Dec 


1th 


30 MBER 19. 2008 | ARTS + MUSIC + EVENTS | THE BOSTON PHOENIX 2% 
Admission to the following galleries is free 
unle therwise noted. In addition to the °y 
7) sted here, many galleries are open oY r 
appointment. Galleries are in Boston, except 
where indicated otherwise 
. 
pm, 
Sat 11 am-5:30 pm | Through Jan 7 
3 
2 
Anni” 
27.4400 
am-o 
pm; Sun noon-s pm | Through Jan 8 
Creat Cifts/Small Packages 
BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY 
thing But Paper Prayers” | Through Jan os 
14: Annette Lemieux 
BERENBERG GALLERY | 617 536.080 
1) pm 
Through Jan 3: “Spindleworks 30th 
Thu am-9 pm; Fri-Sat 9 am-5 pm 
Sun 1-5 pm | Through Dec 31: Yousuf 
Karsh: “Behind the Words: Portraits Through Dec 31: “Paredes en Fuego, 
Karl Baden: “Covering Photography Walls on Fire: 2008 Cacique Youth 
lows: Drawings from the Boston 
Public Library” | Through March 31 ee 
Right and Wrong in Boston eee! 
CHASE GALLERY | 617 859 7222) 129 
Thurs-Sun : 
at 10:30 aM-5:30 pm; Sun-Mon = 
1ission |$10 for 70.1568 
m-members af artist receptior nm noon-4 
T agh Dec 23: “Holiday Small PM intment | Through 
Show 
Newbury St | Tues 
Tues-Fri am-4 prs 
1-5 pm | 
321 ich and 
at pr and by appoint gogy: “Red 
ment | Through jan 17: “Boston Does SE id Walks” 2 pm no taal sures, ‘ 
6:15 pm; Sat-Suntlam+ipm+2pm March Finance from the Creat Depression tc 
+ 3pm | Through Dec 31: Jim Lambie 31: “60 Years of the Cuala Press: A u z : 
Zen Brush: Japanese Ink Paintings Eugene Scott Finney and Daniel 
i Sat 10 am-6 pm; s noon-s pm f 1 the Citter-Yelen Collectior am-8 pm | Or hip Models Phillips: “MFA Thesis Exhibition 
T ig an 25 ur Cups Runneth Wir w Homer: “American Scene The Evolution of Ship Desig Ranai Matar and Buthina Abu Mil a 
7 wer ulptura!l and Funct al Ce t Company: Portraits by ng g Tip O'Neill Memorial Deep Frontie Oce Eng ering hem: “Contrapuntal Lines Do-Ho 
ra European Mast. art and E at MIT Suh: “Paratrooper II 


ALICE’S ADVENTURES UNDER- 
GROUND | Underground Railway The- 
ater pairs artistic director Debra Wise's 
adaptation of Lewis Carroll's Alice in 
Wonderland with its production of Ein- 
Stein's Dreams — “two plays that explore 
time.” Alice “takes adults and children 
down rabbit holes and through mirrors 
into worlds seen best when looked at 
upside down.” Directed by Dev Luthra, 
with music by Roger Miller and Evan 
Harlan, the production “lights up par- 
allels between adult idiosyncrasies and 
Carroll's characters.” The production 
features the Einstein cast of Wise, Ste- 
ven Barkhimer, and Robert Najarian, 
as well as accordion virtuoso Harlan, 
“outrageous puppets,” and “a set of 
hand-painted silk.” | Central Square 
Theater, 450 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
866.811.4111. | Through December 28 | 
Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs [December 18] 

| 3 pm [December 26] or 7:30 pm [De- 
cember 19] Fri | 3 + 7:30 pm Sat [evening 
December 27] | 2 + 5:30 pm Sun | $32; $22 
seniors; $18 students with ID 

ALL ABOUT CHRISTMAS EVE | Ryan 
Landry and the Cold Dust Orphans 
pin some tinsel on the Oscar-winning 
1950 Joseph L. Mankiewicz film All 
About Eve, with Landry hamming it 

up as Bette Davis's Margo Channing, 
her coiffure a shoulder-length halo 

of auburn curls. her nainred “pe = 
permanent twist approximating the 
actress's signature sneer. The show is 
set in Boston and Channing is appear- 
ing not in an ante-bellum melodrama 
but in a holiday travesty titled Party on 
the Pole that enables both Landry and 
Penny Champayne (as Eve Harrington) 
to appear in fur bikinis accessorized by 
reindeer antlers. Apart from the disco- 
choreographed sacrilege that is the 
award-winning Harrington vehicle No, 
No, Nativity (worth the price of admis- 
sion), there are few surprises in this 
gaily bedecked parody, most of which 
is lifted straight from the movie and 
sent to winter camp. But the show is 
as puerile and lively as most Orphans 
fare, and Landry, in pushing Davis's 
Channing over the top, proves this is 
territory in which measurement is ex- 
ponential. | Ramrod Center for the Per- 
forming Arts, basement of Machine, 
1254 Boylston St, Boston | 866.811.4111 | 
Through January 3 | Curtain 8 pm Fri- 
Sat | 4 pm Sun | $28 in advance; $30, 
cash at the door 

AURELIA’S ORATORIO | The cirque 
nouveau pioneer and Charlie Chaplin's 
daughter, Victoria Thierrée Chaplin, 
directs her daughter, Aurélia Thier- 

rée, in a 70-minute dream scenario 
that has its rough-hewn and magical 
sequences, among them an opener 

in which Thierrée emerges limb by 
lissome limb from a chest of drawers. 
At its best, the show recalls the ones 
on which Thierrée cut her teeth, her 
parents’ (dad is French clown jean-Bap- 
tiste Thierrée) Le Cirque Imaginaire and Le 
Cirque Invisible. But the performer (who 
is abetted by dancer Jaime Martinez) 
lacks her mother’s prodigious circus 
skills, and it is the most imaginative 
of the illusions that stick with you in 
this whimsical holiday offering for the 
whole family. | Loeb Drama Center, 64 
Brattle St, Cambridge | 617.547.8300 | 
Through January 3| Curtain 7:30 pm 
Tues-Thurs (no December 24, 25] + 2 
pm Wed [December 31] | 8 pm Pri | 2 pm 
{no january 3] + 8 pm Sat |2+ 7:30pm 
Sun | $25-$79; $10 discount seniors; $25 
students; $15 students day of perfor- 
mance; $15 50 tickets on sale at noon 
day of performance; pay what you can 
50 tickets Saturday matinee based on 
availability 

BLACK NATIVITY | The National 
Center of Afro-American Artists pres- 
ents its 39th annual production of 
ston Hughes's gospel song play, 
h telis the Christmas story in 

1 music, dance, and poetry. This 
year's production is dedicated to the 


late John Andrew Ross, for 36 years 
the show’s music director. | Tremont 
Temple, 88 Tremont St, Boston | www. 
BlackNativity.org | Through December 
21 | Curtain 8 pm Fri | 3:30 + 8 pm Sat | 
3:30 pm Sun | $28-$45 

BLUE MAN GROUP | The Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-painted 
bald pates begin their delightful and 
deafening evening of anti-perfor- 
mance art beating drums that are also 
deep buckets of paint, so that sprays of 
color jump from the instruments like 
breaking surf, and end by engulfing 
the spectators in tangies of toilet pa- 
per. | Charles Playhouse, 74 Warrenton 
St, Boston | 617.931.ARTS | Indefinitely 
| Curtain 8 pm Wed-Thurs | 7 pm Fri| 2 
+5 +8 pm Sat|1+4 pm Sun | $58; $48 
limited view; $25 student rush 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL | Trinity Reper- 
tory Company leads off the annual 
attack of the Scrooges with its 32nd 
annual offering of Adrian Hall & Rich- 
ard Cumming’s adaptation of Charles 
Dickens's tale of the incredible flying 
miser. Liesl Tommy directs, and she 
promises “a more dangerous, edgy bad 
guy” to be played, in two alternating 
companies, by Mauro Hantman and 
Joe Wilson Jr. | Trinity Repertory Com- 
pany, 201 Washington St, Providence, 
Rhode Island | 401.351.4242 | Through 


ormince Gimes vary 

| $25-$60; $12.50-$30 children 2-12 | 
Rick Lombardo heims the fourth an- 
nual New Repertory Theatre foray into 
Dickens territory, with Paul D. Farwell 
recapping his turn as the skinflint who 
sees the light. In this one, the actors 
accompany themselves on musical 
instruments, ghosts take flight, and 
Watertown Children’s Theatre provides 
the young ‘uns. | Arsenal Center for 
the Arts, 321 Arsenal St, Watertown 

| 617.923.8487 | Through December 28 

| Curtain 7 pm Tues [December 23] | 3 
pm Wed | 8 pm Fri| 3 + 8 pm Sat|/1+6 
pm Sun | $35-$55; $19-$26 children 12 
and under | Hartford Stage chimes in 
with artistic director Michael Wilson's 
A Christmas Carol: A Ghost Story of Christmas, 
which he also directs. “Flying ghosts 
soar across the stage, carols are sung 
and snow falls, capturing the spirit of 
a Victorian Christmas.” Plus there's 
Scrooge. | Hartford Stage, so Church 
St, Hartford, Connecticut | 860.527.5151 
| Through December 28 | Curtain 7:30 
pm Tues-Wed (December 24 @ 2 pm] | 

2 pm [December 26] + 7:30 pm Fri|2+ 
7:30 pm Sat | 2 + 7:30 pm Sun | $25-$66; 
$10 discount children 12 and under | 
Brandeis theater department honcho 
Eric Hill shares the helm of the Berk- 
shire Theatre Festival production with 
E. Gray Simons Il. | Berkshire Theatre 
Festival Unicorn Stage, Main St, Stock- 
bridge | 413.298.5576 | Through Decem- 
ber 30 | Curtain 10 am [December 22] + 
7 pm Mon | 7 pm Tues [December 30] | 
10 am [December 18] + 7 pm Thurs | 7 
pm Pri | 2 + 7 pm Sat-Sun | $36-$39; $20 
children 

A CHRISTMAS CELTIC SOJOURN | 
WCBH is the sponsor of this “intimate 
sharing of Christmas music, dancing, 
songs, and stories,” all of a Celtic per- 
suasion. Brian O'Donovan, who hosts 
the Celtic Sojourn radio program, does 
the honors here as well. | Cutler Ma- 
jestic Theatre, 219 Tremont St, Boston 

| 800.233.3123 | Through December 2 | 
Curtain 8 pm Fri | 3 + 8 pm Sat | 3 pm 
Sun | $25-$75 

THE CHRISTMAS REVELS | Revels inc 
celebrates the winter solstice for the 
38th time, this year looking for inspira- 
tion to the Wessex of Thomas Hardy's 
novels. “Church meets Tavern” is a 
program loosely based on Hardy's Under 
the Greenwood Tree, with England's Mell 
stock Band as featured guests. Joining 
the renowned English ensemble and 
the 80-member Revels ensemble are 
Revels’ Village Quire, the Casterbridge 
Children, the Pinewoods Morris Men, 
Cambridge Symphonic Brass En. 


semble, actors Richard Snee and Tim 
Sawyer, musician Bruce Randall, solo- 
ist Mary Casey, and musician and song 
leader David Coffin. Traditions include 
the Abbots Bromley Horn Dance, the 
Boars Head Carol, the Lord of Misrule, 
and the Lord of the Dance. Patrick 
Swanson is at the helm, v-ith musical 
direction by George Emlen. | Sanders 
Theatre in Memorial Hall, Harvard 
University, 45 Quincy St, Cambridge | 
617.496.2222 | December 12-30 | Curtain 
7:30 pm Mon | 1 pm Tues [December 
30] | 7:30 pm Thurs (December 18] | 7:30 
pm Fri [no December 26] | 3 + 7:30 pm 
Sat | 1 + 5:30 pm Sun | $25-$52; $15-$42 
children under 12 | Jeffrey Cantz’s re- 
view page 8 

CLASSICS! /ENCORE! | Boston-based 
Chamber Theatre Productions, which 
tours nationally with its programs 

of stage adaptations of classic short 
stories intended for student audiences 
and others, makes a home-town stop 
with two shows. Classics! comprises 
Edgar Allan Poe's The Fall of the House of 
Usher, O. Henry's The Ransom of Red Chief, 
Frank R. Stockton’s The Lady or the Tiger? , 
Saki’s The Open Window, and Richard 
Connell’s The Most Dangerous Game. On 
the roster of Encore! are Poe's The Tell Tale 
Heart, Washington Irving's The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow, W.W. lacobs's The Monkev’s 
Paw, Guy de Maupassant's The Necklace, 
and Mark Twain's The Celebrated Jumping 
Frog of Calaveras County. | 800.225.7988 | 
Through December 23 | The schedule 
for Classics!: December 22 @ Chevalier 
Theatre, 30 Forest St, Medford | De- 
cember 23 @ John Hancock Hall, 180 
Berkeley St, Boston | The schedule for 
Encore!: December 18, 19, 23 @ Berklee 
Performing Arts Center, 136 Mass Ave, 
Boston | Curtain 10:30 am | $15.75 
CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY | Nation- 
al Boricua Human Rights Network and 
Teatro Batey Urbana are the forces be- 
hind this touring production of a play 
by poet and activist Michael A. Reyes 
Benavides and former Puerto Rican 
political prisoner Luis Rosa. The play 
is “based on the real-life experiences 
of 14 Puerto Rican political prisoners 
who spent more than two decades in 
prisons for seditious conspiracy.” | St. 
Andrew’s Coffee House, 169 Amory St, 
Jamaica Plain | December 18 | Curtain 7 
pm Thurs | $8; $5 seniors, students 
DISNEY HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 2 | 
North Shore Music Theatre does holi 
day business with the stage version of 
the second installment of the Disney 
Channel films hugely popular with 
teens and ‘tweens. Artistic director 
Barry Ivan is at the helm of the show, 
which takes its East High song-and- 
dance-meisters to Lava Springs Coun- 
try Club, which is owned by would-be 
stars Ryan and Sharpay’s family; of 
course, Troy, Gabriella, and the gang 
put on a show. Addi McDaniel and 
David Nathan Perlow, who starred in 
NSMT's Disney High School Musical, reprise 
their roles in a cast that includes 10 lo- 
cal teens. | North Shore Music Theatre, 
62 Dunham Rd, Beverly | 978.232.7200 

| Through January 1 | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Mon-Tues [December 22, 23] | 2 pm Wed 
{December 30] | 2 prn [December 31} 

or 7:30 pm [December 18, January 8} 
Thurs | 2 pm [January 2] + 8 pm Fri|2+ 
8 pm Sat | 2 + 7:30 pm (no evening Janu- 
ary 4) Sun | $65-$79; senior discounts; 
from $25 youth under 18; $25 all tix 
December 19 

OR. SEUSS’ HOW THE GRINCH STOLE 
CHRISTMAS! THE MUSICAL | Boston 
gets its first look at the Broadway-re- 
cord-breaking holiday entertainment 
based on Dr. Seuss's tale of a Whoville 
holiday heist by a sourpuss with a 
heart “two sizes too small.” Conceived 
and originally directed by three-time 
Tony winner jack O’Brien, whose stag 
ing is replicated here by Matt August, 
the show is 80 minutes of overkill 
about which the best you can say is 
that it’s an improvement on the boated 


through December 30. 


2000 film that featured Jim Carrey try- 
ing way too hard. By contrast, Icelan- 
dic actor Stefan Karl serves up a perfect 
plate of green ego and ham for the 
toddler set, as he slithers down a neon. 
red proscenium, brandishes his bristly 
fingers like knives, and makes the sort 
of rude noises and faces that delight 
small children. Mel Marvin wrote the 
music, Timothy Mason the book — but 
though the show wisely appropriates 
“You're a Mean One, Mr. Crinch,” it 
can’t hold a candle to the 26-minute 
1966 Chuck Jones animated treatment 
that still shows up on TV every year. | 
Wang Theatre, 270 Tremont St, Boston 
| 617.866. 348.9738 | Through December 
28 | Performance times vary | $28-$78 
ELMER AND THE ELDER TREE | Piti 
Théatre Company, based in Shelburne 
Falls here in the commonwealth 

and Ponts-de-Martel in Switzerland, 
comes to town with an amalgam of 
theater, dance, and clowning aimed 
at all ages; its title hero is “a city 
dweller who loses his job, wanders 
into the countryside, and learns to 
tevive a desolate landscape — and his 
own happiness.” The show’s inspira 
tions include Shel Silverstein’s The Giv- 
ing Tree. | Boston Playwrights’ Theatre, 
949 Comm Ave, Boston | 866.811.4111 

| December 10-2: | Currats 7 om 


2 pm Sat-Sun | $12; $10 seniors, stu 
dents; $8 children 14 and under 
EMMET OTTER’S JUG-BAND CHRIST- 
MAS | Goodspeed Musicals ushers in 
the holidays with the world premiere 
of a stage adaptation of Jim Henson's 
all-puppet HBO special based on a 
book by Russell and Lillian Hoban. 
Book is by Christopher Cattelli and 
Tim McDonald; music is by Paul 
Williams. A cast of 19 stands in for 
the puppets. | Goodspeed Opera 
House, East Haddam, Connecticut 

| 860.873.8668 | Through January 4 | 
Curtain 2 + 7 pm Wed [no evening De- 
cember 24, 31] | 2 pm [January 1] + 7 pm 
Thurs | 2 pm (December 26, January 2] 
+7 pm Fri| 2+ 7 pm Sat| 2+ 6:30 pm 
Sun | $49; $39 children under 12; $26 
restricted view 

FIRST NIGHT | jack Neary directs this 
Makeshift Theatre Company produc 
tion of his comedy about a video-store 
clerk who gets a second shot at love 
when a woman walks “out of his dis- 
tant past and into the store” on New 
Year's Eve. | Cambridge Family YMCA 
Theatre, 820 Mass Ave, Cambridge | 
www. makeshifttheatre.com | Through 
December 21 | Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Sat 

| 4 pm Sun | $15 at the door; half-price 
seniors, students December 18 
HARRY CONNICK JR., A HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATION | Perennial Christmas 
crooner Harry Connick Jr., whose new- 
est holiday CD is What a Night — A Christ- 
mas Album, sings traditional and funk- 
ier standards of the season, backed by 
his own big band. | Colonial Theatre, 
106 Boylston St, Boston | 617.931. ARTS | 
December 19-21 | Curtain 8 pm Fri-Sat | 7 
pm Sun | $37.50-$97.50 

INTO THE WOODS | Turtle Lane Play- 
house follows Stephen Sondheim and 
James Lapine into the fairy-tale shrub- 
bery with this revival of the Tony-win- 
ning musical that mixes up several 
fairy tales and then takes them well 
beyond happily-ever-after. | Turtle Lane 
Playhouse, 283 Melrose St, Newton | 
617.244.0169 | December 27-30 | Curtain 
8 pm Sat | 2 pm Sun | 8 pm Mon-Wed | 
$25-$27.50 

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE | Stoneham 
Theatre rings in the holiday with 
James W. Rodgers's stage adaptation 
of the beloved 1946 film by Frank 
Capra (based on a story by Philip Van 
Doren) about Bedford Falls business 
man George Bailey, who is saved 
from suicide — and reintroduced to 
the wonders of his own life — by an 

ol named Clarence 
ifused with This 


Wonderful Life, Steve Murray's one 


inept guardian ang 
‘This is not to be c 


THE CHRISTMAS REVELS 
plays Sanders Theatre 


man version of the same material, 
which Lyric Stage Company of Boston 
produced last Christmas.) Chris Jorie 
directs. | Stoneham Theatre, 395 Main 
St, Stoneham | 781.279.2200 | Through 
December 21 | Curtain 7 pm Thurs-Fri 
3 +7 pm Sat|1+5 pm Sun | $40; $35 
seniors; $20 students 
JUDY GOLD iS MOMMY QUEEREST 
The Huntington Theatre 
Huntington Presents series brings back 
Emmy-winning comic Judy Gold (25 
Questions for a Jewish Mother) in a “hilari 
ous stand-up comedy act all about be 
ing a Jewish, lesbian, working mother 
of two.” | Calderwood Pavilion, 527 
Tremont St, Boston | 617.266.0800 | De 
cember 26-31 | Curtain 5 + 8 pm Fri-Sat 
|2+7 pm Sun | 7:30 pm Tues|7+9 pm 
Wed | $20-$45; $5 senior, military dis 
count; $10 Huntington subscribers, BU 
community; $20 back row of balcony; 
$15 student rush, two hours before cur 
tain; $25 patrons 35 and younger | Jim 
Sullivan's Q&A with Judy Gold in “Back 
Talk,” on page 38 
LIZZIE STRANTON | Boston Univer 
sity College of Fine Arts presents this 
reimagining of Aristophanes’ classic 
anti-war comedy Lysistrata. The play, 
by Huntington Playwriting Fellow 
Lydia R. Diamond (Voyeurs de Venus, The 


200 hen Women 
are still trying to end a war by with 
holding sex. Elaine Vaan Hogue di 
rects. | Comley-Lane Studio 210 above 
the BU Theatre, 264 Huntington Ave, 
Boston | 617.933.8600 | Through De 
cember 20 | Curtain 7:30 pm Thurs | 8 
pm Fri | 2 pm Sat | $12; $10 BU alumni, 
WCBH members, Huntington Theatre 
Company subscribers, seniors, stu. 
dents; BU community, one free ticket, 
at the door, day of performance, sub 
ject to availability 

THE MYSTERY OF IRMA VEP | Spiro 
Veloudos directs first-class zanies 
John Kuntz and Neil A. Casey ina 
revival of Ridiculous Theater pioneer 
Charles Ludlam's popular 1930s-set 
“penny dreadful,” an Obie-winning 
send-up of all things gothic that jets 
from Manderley to Thornfield to Cai- 
To (or their equivalents) as Lord Edgar 
Hillcrest, his second wife, Enid, and 
their sinister retainers dodge fur- 
sprouting werewolves, come-hither 
mummies, the vampire of the title 
anagram, the ghost of Daphne du 
Maurier, and flying shards of Shake 
speare. Much of the humor derives 
from the fact that two men play 
multiple parts of both genders, turn- 
ing the show into a bravura drag race 
run not just by the players but by the 
backstage team shooting them like 
bullets back onto the stage after each 
costume change. Veloudos describes 


the parodist romp as a “tour de farce,” 


and he was savvy enough to know he 
had in the bald, blowzy Casey and 
wiry, more intense Kuntz the perfect 
tourists. | Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston, 140 Clarendon St, Boston | 
617.585.5678 | Through December 2: | 
Curtain 2 pm Thurs | 8 pm Fri| 4 +8 
pm Sat | 3 pm Sun | $25-$50 

ANIGHT AT THE ROCK OPERA | 
Ultrasonic Rock Orchestra, a Boston- 
based group “committed to bringing 
the best of classic rock to life for those 
who've never had a chance to hear it 
LIVE in 3-D,” reprises its evening-long 
orgy of the Who, David Bowie, the 
Beatles, and Queen — and threatens 
to throw some Led Zeppelin into 

the New Year's Eve mix. | Stuart St 
Playhouse, 200 Stuart St, Boston | 
800.447.7400 | December 26-31 + Satur 
days from January 17 | Curtain 7:30 pm 
Fri-Sun | 10 pm Wed | 8 pm Sat from 
January 17 | $39.50 

THE RECEPTIONIST | Artistic director 
Curt Columbus is at the helm of this 
Trinity Repertory The vew Eng 
land premiere of Obie Award winner 
Adam Bock’s black comedy set in the 


workplace and described by the direc 


MORE PLAY 
THEPHOE 


PLAY 


tor as “TV's The Office meets The Twilight 
Zone.” Trinity Rep mainstay Janice 
Duclos plays the title role; three-time 
Tony winner Eugene Lee designed the 
set. | Tr y Repertory Company, 201 
Wishington St, Providence, Rhode 
Island | 401.351.4242 | Through January 
11 | Curtain 7:30 pm Tues-Fri [no De 

5] + 2 pm Wed [December 
31, January 7] | 2 pm (no January 10] 

+ 7:30 pm Sat | 2 pm [no January 4] + 
7:30 pm [no December 28] Sun | $20 
$60 | Carolyn Clay’s review page 8 
ROUGH CROSSING | Mark Rucker 
directs this Yale Repertory Theatre 
production of British playwright 

and four-time Tony winner Tom 
Stoppard’s madcap musical comedy 
freely adapted from Ferenc Molnar's 
Play at the Castle by way of P.G. Wode 
house. It's set aboard a transatlantic 
ocean liner on which a couple of cel 
ebrated playwrights, their fledgling 
composer, and a couple of diva leads 
are frantically trying to ready a new 
show for Broadway. The songs are by 
André Previn. | University Theatre, 
222 York St, New Haven, Connecticut 

| 203.432.1234 | Through December 20 
Curtain 8 pm Thurs-Fri | 2 + 8 pm Sat 
$35-$65; senior, student discounts 
THE SANTALAND DIARIES | New 
ieatre reprises iis Down 
Stage @ New Rep dose of anti-holiday 
cheer: Joe Mantello’s stage adapta 
tion of David Sedaris's delightfully 
sour account of his servitude as 
Crumpet the Elf, a toiler at Macy's 
Santaland. Kraig Swartz comes off 
four seasons as Ira the Jewish elf 

at Carson Pirie Scott Department 
store in Chicago; Christopher Webb 
directs. | Arsenal Center for the 

Arts, 321 Arsenal St, Watertown | 
617.923.8487 | Through January 4 
Curtain 7:30 pm Tues [December 

23] | 3 + 7 pm [December 31) or 4 pm 
{December 24] Wed | 3 pm [January 1} 
or 7:30 pm [December 18] Thurs | 8:30 
pm Fri | 4:30 pm [no January 3} + 8:30 
pm Sat | 3 + 7 pm [no evening January 
4] Sun | $30; $25 seniors; $15 students 
SHEAR MADNESS | The dramatis 
personae of the audience-participa 
tion whodunit (which is now the 
longest-running non-musical in 
American theater history, having run 
29 years in Boston) continue to comb 
Newbury Street for the murderer of 

a classical pianist who lived over the 
unisex hair salon where the show is 
set. | Charles Playhouse Stage Il, 74 
Warrenton St, Boston | 617.426.5225 | 
Indefinitely | Curtain 8 pm Tues-Fri | 
6 + 9 pm Sat | 3 +7 pm Sun | $40; $20 
college-student rush, one ticket per 
college ID, at the box office, one hour 
prior to curtain 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC | The venera- 
bie Boston Children’s Theatre solves a 
problem like Maria in the Tony-win- 
ning Rodgers & Hammerstein musi- 
cal full of nuns, Nazis, and, appropri 
ately enough, children. | Paul Revere 
Hall, Grand Lodge of Masons of Mas 
sachusetts, 186 Tremont St, Boston | 
617.424.6634 | Through December 21 | 
Curtain 2 pm Sat-Sun $12-$20 

THE WINTER SOLSTICE IN LEGEND 
AND SONG | Storyteller Diane Edge 
comb is joined by musicians Margot 
Chamberlain on Celtic harp and Tom 
Megan on keyboard, accordion, gui 
tar, and synthesizer for “a fascinating 
look at the legends behind our holi 
day traditions” that draws from Celt 
ic, Nordic, British, Native American, 
Creek, and contemporary material. 
The Scandinavian legend Baldur and 
the Mistletoe, the cockney tale The Apple 
Man, and the solstice legend The Hal 
cyon Days of Peace are on the program, 
throughout which the audience is 
invited to sing along. | Charlestown 
Working Theater, 442 Bunker Hill St, 
Charle 


cember 24, 


own | 866.811.4121 | December 


19-21 | Curtain 8 pm Fri-Sat 


$18; $15 seniors, students 


2pm Sun 


BOSTON 


BOSTON COMMON 


175 Tremont St | 617.423.3499 
Please call for remaining times 
SEVEN POUNDS | 10 2:40, 1:50 
3:20, 4:50, 6:20, 7:50, 9:20, 10:50 | Fri 
Sat: 12:10 am 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 10:10 am 
12:40, 3:10, 5:45, 8:15 | Fri-Sat: 10:35 
YES MAN | 10 am, 11:10 am, 12:25, 1:50 
3, 4:30, 5:40, 7:10, 8:20, 9:50, 10:55 


Fri-Sat: 12:20 am 
AUSTRALIA | 11-05 am, 2.40, 6:15 
BOLT 3-D | 10:30 am, 12:50, 3:15, 5:35 


CADILLAC RECORDS | 11:55 am, 2:25 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 10 


FROST/NIXON 10:15 am, 3:45 


FOUR 10:35 am, 1 


MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 


MILK 1 am, 1.10, 4 
UKE THE HOLIDAYS 1 


Fr t 


QUANTUM oF SOLACE 5, 12:38 

5, 5:40 D, 9:40 
ROLE MODELS 7:05. 9.25 Fri-Sat: 11:45 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 10:25 am, 1:15 
4.05, 7:05, 9:55 
TWILIGHT | 11:20 am, 2:15, 5, 7:45, 10:25 


FENWAY 


201 Brookline Ave | 617.424.6266 

Please call to confirm bookings and for 

remaining times 

SEVEN POUNDS | 12:45, 3:50, 7:10 

10 | Fri-Sat: 12:20 am 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 1.05 

3:40, 6:50, 9:40 

YES MAN | 1:35, 4:40, 7:40, 10:20 

AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 3-0 

CADILLAC RECORDS 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 

PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

ROLE MODELS 

TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS 
Sat: noon 

BEDTIME STORIES | Thurs: 1:15, 4:10 
7:20, 9:50 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON | Thurs: 12:25, 4,8 

MARLEY & ME Thurs: 12:55, 4:20 

THE SPIRIT Thurs: 1:25, 4:30, 7:50 


VALKYRIE Thurs: 


ADRENALINE RUSH: THE SCIENCE 


OF RISK 

DINOSAURS ALIVE! 
THE GREATEST PLACES 
WILD OCEAN 


NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM 


THE DARK KNIGHT 

DEEP SEA 

DOLPHINS & WHALES 
GRAND CANYON ADVENTURE 
WILD OCEAN 


BROOKLINE 


CHESTNUT HILL 

Rte 9 and Hammond St | 
617.277.2500 

Please call for remaining times 
SEVEN POUNDS | Fri-Sat: 10:10 | Fri 
Sun: 10:20 am | Fri-Wed: 1, 4:10, 7:10 
VES MAN | Fri-Sat: 9:40 | Fri-Sun: 10 
am | Fri-Wed: 1:30, 4:20, 7 

BOLT | Fri-Sat: 9:20 | Fri-Sun: 11 am 
Fri-Wed: 1:25, 4, 6:45 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
Fri-Sat: 9:50 | Fri-Sun: 10:15 am | Fri 
Wed: 12:45, 4:15, 7:15 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE | F)\-Sat: 10:20 
Fri-Sun: 10:45 am | Fri-Wed: 1:40 
4:30, 7:45 


CORNER 


var 7344 
MAN ON WIRE Fr un, Tues-Thurs 


preee 1 [no Sat), 3:45, 6:45, 9:45 [ 


PRAY THE DEVIL BACK TO HELL | Fri 


20. 9:35 | Fri-Wed: 5:20, 7:35 


Sat-Sun: 12:55 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 


15 [ Ned] | S 


THE WIZARD OF OZ | Sat: 10:30 am 
THE LEGEND OF THE MOUNTAIN 
MAN | Sat: 12.30 

KEBAB CONNECTION | Sun: 1 
“SUNDANCE SHORTS” | Thurs: 2:15 
4:45, 7:25, 10 


CAMBRIDGE 


BRATTLE 


40 Brattle St, Harvard Square | 
617.876.6837 

A CHRISTMAS STORY | Fri-Sun: 3:30} 
Sat-Sun: 1:30 | Sun: 9:30 

SHOOT THE PIANO PLAYER | Fri-Sun 
5:30, 7:30 

“HOOKED ON WHO, TWO" | Fri-Sat: 10 
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE | Sat: 1) am 
THE GODFATHER | Thurs: 1:15, 8:30 
THE GODFATHER, PART Il | Thurs 
445 


FRESH POND 


168 Alewife Brook Parkway | 
617.661.2900 

SEVEN POUNDS | 12:45. 4:05, 7:05 
3:45 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 12:30 
2:35, 4:45, 7, 9:15 

VES MAN | 12:30. 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:55 
BOLT | 12:55, 3:10, 5:25, 7 
CADILLAC RECORDS | 1:0 
7:05, 9:45 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
1:30, 4:10, 7, 7:30, 3:30, 10 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | 1:20, 3:25 
5:35, 7:45, 10 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
12:45, 3, 5:15 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS | 12.35 
2:55, 5:15, 7:30, 9:50 

ROLE MODELS | 10 

TWILIGHT | 12:45, 3:55, 6:50, 9:35 
GHAJINI | Wed: 4, 8 


SQUARE 
rch 617.864.4580 
AUSTRALIA. Fr 
at: Ti am | Wed: 3:20 
CHANGELING Fri-T 
Sat: 11:40 am | Wed: 3:40 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE | Fri-Tues 


6.8 


VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA 


THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 


KENDALL SQUARE 

1 Kendall Square | 617.499.1996 
CIAO | Fri-Tues: 9:30 | Fri-Wed: 1:45, 
4:20, 7:30 | Sat-Sun: 11:30 am 

A CHRISTMAS TALE | Fri-Tues: 1:15. 
4:40, 8 | Wed: 12:30, 3:35, 6:40 
DOUBT | Fri-Tues: 9:15, 9:50 | Fri-Wed 
12:50, 1:50, 3:30, 4:30, 6:40, 7:20 | 
Sat-Sun: 11:10 am 

MILK | Fri-Tues: 8:10, 9:35 | Fri-Wed: 
12:45, 2, 3:40, 5, 6:35 | Sat-Sun: 1:05 am 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | Fri-Tues 
8:05, 9:40 | Fri-Wed: 1, 2:15, 4, 5:10, 
6:45 | Sat-Sun: 11:15 am 
SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK | Fri-Tues 
9:40 | Fri-Wed: 1:05, 3:50, 6:50 


SUBURBS 


ARLINGTON 

Capitol, 204 Mass Ave | 781.648.4340 
THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS 
Fri-Sat: 9:40 | Fri-Sun: 5:20, 7:30 | Sat 
Sun: 1, 3:15 | Mon-Wed: 6:40 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY | Fri-Sat: 9:50 | Fri 
Sun: 4:45, 7:20 —_ Sun: 1:45 | Mon: 1:45 
Wed: 6:1 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: SENIOR 
YEAR | Sat-Sun: 1.15 

RACHEL GETTING MARRIED | Fri-Sat 

10 | Fri-Sun: 5, 7:40 | Sat-Sun: 1:30 
Mon-Wed: 6:15 

THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES | Fri-Sat: 9:30 
Fri-Sun: 4:40, 7:15 | Mon-Wed: 6:30 

W. | Fri-Sat: 9:45 | Fri-Sun: 4:20, 7:10 | 
Mon-Thurs: 6 

WALL-E | Sat-Sun: 1:40 

RAB NE BANA D1 JOD! | Sat-Sun: 2| Fri- 
Sun: 5:15, 8:30 | Mon-Thurs: 6 


BEVERLY 

Cabot St Cinema, 286 Cabot St | 
978.927.3677 

APPALOOSA | Fri-Sun, Mon: 5:15, 8 [no 
Sun] | Sat: 2| Mon: 11 am 

MAMMA MIA! | Tues-Thurs: 5:30, 8 | 
Wed: 1! am, 2 


BRAINTREE 

AMC X, South Shore Plaza | 

781.848.1070 

Please call to confirm bookings and 

for times 

SEVEN POUNDS | 1, 4:10, 7:10 | Fri-Sat 

10:10 | Sat-Sun: 10 am 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 2:50, 5:15, 

7:45 | Fri-Sat: 10:15 | Fri-Sun: 12:20 | Sat- 

Sun: 10 am | Mon-Thurs: 12:30 

VES MAN | 1:50, 4:30, 7:20 | Fri-Sat: 10 | 

Sat-Sun: 11:10 am 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL } 1:20. 

4:15, 7 | Fri-Sat: 9:40 | Sat-Sun: 10:30 am 

AUSTRALIA | Fri-Sat: 6:15, 9:45 | Sun- 

Thurs: 6:30 

BOLT | 3:10, 5:35, 8 | Fri-Sat: 10:30 

Fri-Sun: 12:35 | Sat-Sun: 10:10 am | Mon- 

Thurs: 12:40 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | 3:15, 5:40 | Fri-Sat 
10:35 | Fri-Sun: 12:40 | Sat-Sun: 10:15 

am | Sun-Thurs: 7:55 | Mon-Thurs: 12:45 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA | 1.30 

4| Sat-Sun: Tl am 

NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS | 3. 5:25 

Fri-Sat: 7:55, 10:25 | Fri-Sun: 12:30 

Sat-Sun: 10:05 am | Sun-Thurs: 7:50 

Mon-Thurs: 12:35 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 2:15 [no Sat] 

4:55, 7:40 | Fri-Sat: 10:20 | Sun: 11:15 am 

TWILIGHT | 1:25, 4:20, 7:15 | Fri-Sat: 10:05 

Sat-Sun: 10:20 am 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS 


Sat: noon 


BURLINGTON 


AMC 


YES MAN 2 


AUSTRALIA 


THE DAY THE 
EARTH STOOD 

s STILL is at the 
Boston Common, 
the Fenway, the 

Pond, and 

the Chestnut Hill 

® and in the suburbs. 


BOLT 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
DELGO 

FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 
TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS 
| Sat: noon 


DEDHAM 


Community Theatre, 580 High St | 
781.326.0409 

Please call to confirm bookings and 
times 

MILK | 1, 3:45, 6:30 [no Wed) | Fri-Sun: 
9:10 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 2:20. 4:40, 7:10 
[no Wed] | Fri-Sun: 9:30 | Fri-Wed: noon 


FRAMINGHAM 

AMC XV, 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 
Rd, Rte 9 | 508.628.4400 

Please call for remaining times 

SEVEN POUNDS | Fri-Sat: 10:40 | Fri-Sun 
10:50 am, 12:15 | Fri-Tues: 1:45, 3:15, 4:40 

6:15, 7:45, 9:15 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX Fri-Sun 


crn ate 


10:45 am, / 3:45 v.2u, 
Fri-Tues: 1:15, 3:50 

YES MAN | Fri-Sun: 11 am | Fri-Tues: 2 
4.45, 7.30, 10:15 

AUSTRALIA | Fri-Sat: 6:40, 10:10 | Fri-Sun 
11:15 am, 3 | Sun: 7 | Mon-Tues: 1, 4:30, 8 
BOLT 3-D | Fri-Sat: 7:25, 9:50 | Fri-Sun: 
71:30 am | Fri-Tues: 2:20, 4:50 | Sun-Tues: 
7:35, 10:05 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL | 
Fri-Sat: 10:30 | Fri-Sun: 11:10 am, 12:30, 
1:50, 4:20 | Fri-Tues: 3:30, 6:30, 7:40, 9:10 | 
Sun-Tues: 10:20 | Mon-Tues: 2:15, 5 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | Fri-Sun: 11:20 am | 
Fri-Tues: 1:35, 4:10, 7:15, 9:40 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA | 
Fri-Sat: 2:15 | Fri-Sun: 11:45 am, 4:30 | Sun: 
2:10 | Mon-Thurs: 1:20, 3:40 

MILK | Fri-Sat: 10:05 | Fri-Sun: 12:40, 3:40, 
6:50 | Sun-Tues: 10 | Mon-Tues: 1:05, 4, 7 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS | Fri-Tues 
6:45, 9:20 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE | Fri-Tues: 7:20, 
1:30 [no Sat], 4:15 [no Sat] | Fri, Sun: 10:55 
am | Fri-Sat: 10 | Sun-Tues: 9:55 

ROLE MODELS | Fri-Sat: 10:25 | Fri-Sun 
11:40 am | Fri-Tues: 2:30, 7:50 | Sun-Tues 
10:15 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | Fri-Sat: 11:25 
am, 2:10, 5, 8, 10:45 | Sun: 11:05 am | Sun- 
Tues: 1:50, 4:35, 7:25, 10:10 
TRANSPORTER 3 | Fri-Tues: 5:10 
TWILIGHT | Fri-Sun: 10:55 am | Fri-Tues. 
1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:55 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: THAIS 
Sat: noon 


1g Hall Cinema, 65 Main St | 
749.1400 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 4:30, 7.15 
{no Wed] | Fri-Sat: 9:45 

MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET | Sat: 1! 
am, 1 

THE NUTCRACKER: KIROV BALLET 
Sun, Wed: noon, 2 


LEXINGTON 


Flick, 1794 Mass Ave | 781.861.6161 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
for times 

FROZEN RIVER 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: SENIOR 
YEAR 


MAYNARD 


ts Theatre, 19-21 Su 


978 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL | 
Fri n, Tues-Wed: 4:05 | Fri-Tue 


Sat-Sun, Wed: 1 5 


7.8100 


d: 1:10 


FOUR CHRISTMASES | Fri-Sun, Tues 


Wed: 4 | Fri-Tues: 7:05 | Fri-Sat: 9:15 | 
Sat-Sun, Wed: 1 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
BUTTON | Thurs: 7 

BEDTIME STORIES | Thurs: 7.15 
MARLEY 6 ME | Thurs: 7:05 


NEWBURYPORT 
Screening Room, 82 State St | 
978.462.3456 

A CHRISTMAS TALE | Fri: 7:30 | Sat 
4:45, 8 | Sun: 3:45 | Sun-Thurs: 7 


NEWTON 


West Newton Cinema, 1296 Washing 
ton St | 617.964.6060 

AUSTRALIA | Fri-Wed: 1:30, 8:05 

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS 
Fri-Wed: 10:50 am, 1:20, 3:45, 6:20, 8:35 
A CHRISTMAS TALE | Fri-Wed: 10:30 
am [no Sat-Sun], 1:40, 4:50, 8 

I'VE LOVED YOU SO LONG | Fri-Wed 


10:35 am [no Mon], 1:10, 3:35, 6:05 [no 
Fri], 8:40 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
Fri-Wed: 11 am [no Sat] 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE Fri-Wed 
11:15 am, 1, 2, 3:35, 4:45, 6:10, 7:30 
8:45 

W. | Fri-Wed: 5S 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
Thurs: call for times 
DOUBT Thurs: for times 
FROST/NIXON | Thurs: call for times 


RANDOLPH 

Showcase Cinema, Rte 139 | 
781.963.5600 

Please call for times 

SEVEN POUNDS 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 

YES MAN 

AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 

CADILLAC RECORDS 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
TRANSPORTER 3 | Fri-Sat only 
TWILIGHT 


REVERE 


Showcase Cinema, Rte 1 and Squire 
Rd | 781.286.1660 

Please call for times 

SEVEN POUNDS 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 

YES MAN 

AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 

CADILLAC RECORDS 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

ROLE MODELS 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
TRANSPORTER 3 

TWILIGHT 

SOMERVILLE THEATRE 
55 Davis Square | 617.625.5700 


AUSTRALIA | Fri-Sat: 7:45 | Fri-Sun: 4 
Sun: 7:15 | Mon-Thurs: 6 

LET THE RIGHT ONE IN | Fri-Sun: 5S 
7:30 | Fri-Sat: 9:50 | Mon-Wed: 7 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE | Fri-Sat: 10 
Fri-Sun: 5:15, 7:40 | Mon-Wed: 6:45 
VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA | Fri- 
Sun: 4:45 | Mon-Wed: 6:30 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO 
Fri-Sat 


d: 7. 


Mon 


Wec 
THE CURIOUS CASE BENJAMIN 
BUTTON Thurs: 4:40, 


SEVEN POUND 
4,7! Fri-Sun: 9:45 |M Tues: 2:1 
4:50, 7 


Unless otherwise noted, all listings this week are for Friday 
December through Thursday December 25. additional 


openings Christmas Day, however, call the theater before 
heading out. For up-to-date film-schedule information, check the 
Boston Phoenix Web site at www.thephoenix.com. 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL | 
Fri-Sun, Wed: 1:30, 4:20, 7:10 | Fri-Sun 
9:35 | Mon-Tues: 2:30, 5, 7:50 

FOUR CHRISTMASES | Fri-Sun, Wed 
1:40, 4:30, 7:20 | Fri-Sun: 9:30 | Mon- 
Tues: 2:40, 5:10, 8:10 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY | Fri-Sun, Wed: 1:20 
6:40 | Mon-Tues: 2:20, 7:40 

MILK | Fri-Wed: 2, 8 | Fri-Sun, Wed: 1, 3:50, 
6:50, 5 | Fri-Sun: 9:40 | Mon-Tues: 3, 4:50, 7 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED | Fri-Sun, 
Wed: 4:10 | Fri-Sun: 9:25 | Mon-Tues: S 


WEYMOUTH 


Cameo Theatre, Columbia Square, 
South Weymouth | 781.335.2777 
Please call to confirm bookings and 
times 
FOUR CHRISTMASES | 4:45, 6:45 | Fri- 
Sat: 8:45 | Fri-Sun: 12:45, 2:45 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
4:30, 6:30 | Fri-Sat: 8:30 | Fri-Sun 
12:30, 2:30 


WOBURN 


Showcase, Main St, Middlesex Canal 
Park | 781.933.5330 

Please call for times 

SEVEN POUNDS 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 

YES MAN 

AUSTRALIA 

BOLT 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 
NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

ROLE MODELS 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 
TWILIGHT 


FILM SPECIALS 


BOSTON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Copley Square, Boston | 617.536.5400 | 
Free admission 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS | Fri: 2:30 

DIE ANOTHER DAY | Mon: 6 


HARVARD 

FILM ARCHIVE 

Carpenter Center for the Visual 
Arts, 24 Quincy St, Cambridge | 
617.495.4700 | $7; $5 seniors and stu- 
dents, free for ages 8 and under 

IN THE REALM OF THE SENSES | Fri: 7 
DEAR SUMMER SISTER | Fri: 9:15 
DIARY OF A SHINJUKU THIEF | Sat: 7 
DEATH BY HANGING | Sat: 3 

MAX MON AMOUR | Sun: 3 

EMPIRE OF PASSION | Sun: 7 

THE MAN WHO LEFT HIS WILL ON 
FILM | Sun: 9:15 

TABOO + KYOTO: MY MOTHER'S 
PLACE | Mon: 7 


HYDE PARK 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
35 Harvard Ave, Hyde Park | 
617.361.2524 | Free admission 
JULIUS CAESAR | Fri: 2:30 


MUSEUM 
FINE ARTS 


465 Huntington Ave, Boston | 
617.369.3300 | $9; $8 for students and 
seniors unless otherwise noted 

A SECRET | Fri: 6 | Sun: 2:15 

ANGEL | Fri: 8 | Sat: noon 

ELOQUENT NUDE: THE LOVE AND 
LEGACY OF EDWARD WESTON AND 
CHARIS WILSON | Sat: 10:30 am 

BY THE WAYS, A JOURNEY WITH WIL- 
LIAM EGGLESTON | Sun: 10:30 am 
HERE AFTER | Sun: 12:15 

APRES LUI | Sun: 4.15 


SOUTH BOSTON 
BRANCH LIBRARY 


32 R19. 2 8 AR + MUSIC + EVENT HE BOSTON PHUENIX 
ai 
: a 
2:05 am Thurs: 3 | Sat: 12:50 
617.723.2500 | $7.50, $5.50 for ages 
3-11 and seniors; Tues-Wed 7 pm or | 
ae later, $5, $3 for ages 3-11 and seniors fF 
Please call for times 
Spent — 1ons IMAX Theatre, Central 128 Exit 32B | 781.229.920¢ mmer St 
Wharf, Boston 866.815.IMAX $12 9:40 Fri-Wed: Sat Please call confirm bookings and for 
Piease call for times 4:30 Wed: 5:30, 7:20, 8:1 SEVEN POUNDS Fri-Sat: 10:10 
ak: es | FE 1:10, 4:10, 7:10 | Sat-Sun: 10:20 am Fri-Sat: 9:20 
eee. T Wed: 2 44 Mon-Thurs: 1:40, 4:50, 7:50 BOLT | Fri-Sun, Tues-Wed: 4:10 
at 5 Fr st: 10:4 Fri-Tues: 7-10 | Fri-Sat: 9 Sat-Sur 10 East Broadway, Boston 
t-Sun: 0 617.268.0180 | Free admission 


ANGEL | 2007 | Gerald Peary's 
review is on page 6. | 134m | MFA 
Fri-Sat 


is the son of Camille (Catherine 
Deneuve), and the “aprés” is 

what happens after he’s killed in 

a car accident; Camille becomes 
obsessed, in an affectionate way, 
with his best friend, Franck (Thom 
as Dumerchez), who was respon- 
sible for the accident. Gaél Morel 
directs. | French | 92m | MFA: Sun 
*®© AUSTRALIA | 2008 | Baz 
Luhrmann's epic farce is a rol 
licking good time for its first two 
thirds, with English aristocrat La 
dy Sarah Ashley (an engaging and 
animated Nicole Kidman) heading 
Down Under in 1939 to retrieve her 
dawdling husband from his cattle 
ranch, only to find Lord Ashley 
with a spear in his back, the ranch 
near ruin, and ruthless cattle 
baron King Carney (Bryan Brown) 
ready to buy it all up wholesale 
Her only recourse is to drive a herd 
of cattle across the wastelands to 
the western port of Darwin. Enter 
“The Drover” (Hugh Jackman), ex 
cept that he despises the hoity-to 
ity lady, and the feeling is mutual 
— though her expression when he 
takes off his shirt suggests what 
direction this relationship will 
take. But once the War in the Pa 
cific becomes a plot device, all the 
wheels of artifice start flying off 
in a long, tortuous dénouement, 
and even the loin-clothed specter 
of the wonderful David Culpilil 
(from Nic Roeg’s Walkabout) must 
look on in despair. Luhrmann's 
whimsy provides a fun guide to 
the continent and its clichés, but 
he loses his way when he takes 
on the disasters of history. | 165m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + Har- 
vard Square + Somerville Theatre + 
West Newton + suburbs 


BEDTIME STORIES | 2008 | Hotel 
handyman Skeeter Bronson (Adam 
Sandler) likes to tell stories to his 
niece (Laura Ann Kesling) and 
nephew (Jonathan Morgan Heit). 
They're just tall tales — except 
that, suddenly, they seem to be 
coming true. Skeeter wonders 
whether he couldn't tell a tale to 
bend reality his way — but he reck 
ons without the kids’ input. Adam 
Shankman (Hairspray, The Wedding 
Planner) directs. | 95m | Opens 
Christmas Day at theaters TBA 
®®® BOLT | 2008 | The first 
Disney animated film under the 
leadership of Pixar guru John Las- 
seter, Bolt is a frisky cross-country 
adventure that mixes smart Pixar 
ian technical wizardry with a wel 
come dollop of Disney schmaltz. 
Bolt (John Travolta) thinks he and 
his “person,” Penny (Miley Cyrus), 
are caught in an endless high-tech 
battle with the feline Dr. Calico 
Malcolm McDowell). But it’s only 
a TV show, and the pooch has no 
real superpowers. So why does the 
heartless studio — the real bad 
guys here — maintain this Truman 
Show illusion for the sake of a dog? 
You won't care once the action 
shifts to NYC, where Bolt has been 
mistakenly shipped. With two 
new pals, he travels back to Penny 
in LA, and en route he learns what 
being a real dog is all about. The 
celebs are okay under the direction 


CAPSULE 
REVIEWS 


of Chris Williams and Byron How 
ard, but the best lines belong to 
animator Mark Walton as Rhino, 
a fanboy hamster who fogs up his 
plastic ball when excited. You just 
might too. | 95m | Boston Common 
+ Fenway + Fresh Pond + Chestnut 
Hill + suburbs 
)®®© THE BOY IN THE STRIPED 
PAJAMAS | 2008 | Writer/director 
Aark Herman (Little Voice) adapts 
John Boyne’s novel of a German 
boy’s friendship with a Jewish 
concentration-camp victim — a 
stirring glimpse of Europe's dark 
est hour. Eight-year-old Bruno (Asa 
Butterfield) and his family leave 
his Berlin home for a drab fortress 
in the country so his Nazi-officer 
father (a brilliant David Thewlis 
can oversee a “new project.” Bored 
and friendless, Bruno wanders 
through the woods and finds a 
sad, hungry boy his age, Shmuel 
Jack Scanlon), behind a wire 
fence. Friendship blooms. Neither 
child understands their situation. 
Bruno's mother (Vera Farmiga 
implodes as she discovers her 
husband's monstrous deeds and his 
devotion to the Third Reich. The 
film's conventions raise red flags: 
the Germans have flawless British 
accents, and the Holocaust’s atroci 
ties are filtered through a child's 
eyes. But the performances never 
falter, and even James Horner's 
heavy-handed score can’t dim the 
film's unfathomable, unshakable 
ending. | 93m | West Newton + Ar- 
lington Capitol 
BY THE WAYS, A JOURNEY WITH 
WILLIAM EGGLESTON | 2005 | 
Vincent Gérard and Cédric Laty 
made this bio-pic of the American 
photographer; the talking heads 
include David Byrne and Dennis 
Hopper. | French | 87m | MFA: Sun 


®®® CADILLAC RECORDS | 2008 
| Instead of telling the whole story 
of Chicago's Chess Records, Cadil- 
lac Records writer/director Darnell 
Martin lets the music speak for 
itself while tiptoeing around the 
label's most contentious issue 

did founder Leonard Chess (Adrien 
Brody), a Jewish immigrant, deal 
paternalistically with the likes of 
Howlin’ Wolf, Little Walter, and 
Chuck Berry? Chess often doled out 
Cadillacs (hence the title) in lieu of 
royalties, but he also championed 
the “race music” that was later 
repackaged as rock and roll by the 
British Invasion. His shifty “fam- 
ily” relationship with Muddy Wa- 
ters (a magnificent Jeffrey Wright) 
reveals less about the man than 
about the segregated heyday of 
Chicago blues. Brody is too smooth 
for the role of a workaholic with a 
crush on Etta James (Beyoncé), but 
the ensemble, along with Martin's 
smart script, convey a volatile mix 
of threat, eccentricity, and ac- 
cidental genius. An entertaining 
and insightful little film.| 108m | 
Boston Common + Fenway [tenta- 
tive] + Fresh Pond + suburbs 

®® CHANGELING | 2008 | Ange- 
lina Jolie cries her a river in Clint 
Eastwood's 1928-set film about a 
single mother whose son goes miss- 
ing and an LAPD under fire from a 
radio evangelist (John Malkovich) 
for corruption and brutality that’s 
looking to score some positive PR 
by getting Walter back. Christine 
(Jolie) is overjoyed when Captain 
Jones (Jeffrey Donovan) tells her 
that Walter is alive — but then the 
boy they give her turns out to be 


OUR RATING 


Masterpiece 
Good 

Okay 

Not Good 
Stinks 


three inches shorter, and circum 
cised, to boot. Viewing Eastwood as 
a feminist and his film as a critique 
of patriarchal power might be an 
exaggeration, especial ce the 
story veers into a serial-killer hunt 
with Jason Butler Harner's perfor 
mance as perhaps the best thing in 
the movie) climaxing with not one 
but two simultaneous courtroom 
sequences. And as Christine has 

to be rescued repeatedly by male 


authority figures, this seems less 
and less like an independent-fe 
male role. Amy Ryan has cameo as 
a feisty prostitute falsely thrown 
into a Cuckoo's Nest-like mental 
hospital, and s 


right cross 


aybe played 


Christine, this would have been the 
kind of movie Clint Eastwood used 
to make. | 141m | Harvard Square + 
suburbs 

A CHRISTMAS STORY | 1983 

Set in the 1940s, Bob Clark's 
domestic black comedy is about 
cheerfully devious nine-year-old 
Ralphie (pudgy Peter Billingsley, a 
crack scene stealer), who desper 
ately wants a Red Ryder BB gun for 
Christmas. The movie is based on 
Jean Shepherd's popular 1966 novel 
In God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash, 
but its tone is provided by Clark 
Porky's), who comes up with the 
sort of loud, brazen, exaggerated 
satire one remembers from Mad 
magazine's Dave Berg. A Christmas 
Story tries to be a little outré, but 
it’s really just relentlessly cynical 
— and obvious to the core. With 
Melinda Dillon and Darren Mc 
Gavin as Ralphie’s parents. | 94m | 
Brattle: Fri-Sun 

®®© A CHRISTMAS TALE (UN 
CONTE DE NOEL) | 2008 | Maybe 
Charles, who died of leukemia 
three decades ago, at the age of 
six, knew what he was doing; he's 
the only member of the Vuillard 
family not suffering from an ex- 
istential or physical malignancy. 
His death, at any rate, has given 
the rest of the family an excuse to 
be unhappy and hateful. Anarchic 
Henri (Mathieu Amalric) bears 
the heaviest burden; born after 
Charles, he’s been rejected by 

his mother, Junon (Catherine De- 
neuve), and his older sister, Eliza- 
beth (Anne Consigny), whose teen 
age son Paul (Emile Berling) keeps 
up the family tradition by going 
crazy. Youngest son Ivan (Melvil 
Poupaud) and dad Abel (jean- 
Paul Roussillon) struggle to make 
peace, especially when a holiday 
reunion turns into a search fora 
marrow donor because Junon has 


also developed leukemia. A twisted 


Christmas stocking overstuffed 


with whimsical misery and techni- 


cal bravura, Arnaud Desplechin’s 
film could use more of the surreal 
hilarity of Wes Anderson's The 
Royal Tenenbaums. | French | 150m | 


Kendall Square + West Newton 


CIAO | 2008 | Gerald Peary’s review 


is on page 6. | 87m | Kendall Square 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJA- 
MIN BUTTON | 2998 | Peter Ke- 
ough’s review is on page 5. | 160m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Somer- 
ville Theatre + West Newton + the- 
aters TBA: opens Christmas Day 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL | 2008 | Brett Michel's re- 
view is on page 6. | 122m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill + Embassy + suburbs 
DEAR SUMMER SISTER (NATSU 
NO IMOTO) | 1972 | Made to mark 


Okinawa's liberation from Ameri 
can control, Nagisa Oshima’s film 
follows a woman from Tokyo as she 
goes all over the island in search 
of a half-brother she's never t 
Japanese | 95m | HFA: Fri 

DEATH BY HANGING |KO- 
SHIKE!) | 1968 | Nagisa Osh 
film can be seen as an ironi 


ma's 


jus 


tification of capi 
along the lines 
Quincey's “Murd 


One of the Fine Arts” 


f a fantasy in w 


re ited by o 
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” that it has the right to kill 
The st in R's awareness 
of his own c and in his capacity 
to see it in the same terms that so 
ciety does are marked by Brechtian 
intertitles that announce the ac 
tion of each part of the film: “R 
Acknowledges the Existence of R, 
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R's life, the film becomes a some- 
times farcical exercise in dream 
logic, which spreads from the 
abstract space of the death house 
to the reality of streets, industrial 
buildings, and riverbanks (where, 
in a startling moment, R pauses 
to meow at a Cat), culminating 

in the ghostly apparition of R's 
sister. If Oshima’s style marks a 
radical break with Japanese film 
id tradition, it remains continuous 
links the critique of with that tradition in exposing 94m | HFA: Sat 

with an attack injustice, attacking prejudice, and ®®© DIE ANOTHER DAY | 2002 
vese racism and imperial giving a central role to the figure | North Korea may have nukes, 
officials and R get of the victim. | Japanese | bGw | but what we really need to worry 
ir re-creation of 114m | HFA: Sat about is that country’s satellite- 
mounted, solar-powered giant 
laser. This device, called “Icarus,” 
is the MacCuffin in Die Another 
Day, which marks the goth an 
niversary of the indestructibl 
James Bond franchise 
which pits Bond agai 
Korean officer Zao (Rick Yu a 
a flashy British diamond mogul 
named Custav Craves (a (00-boy 
ish Toby Stephens), is the usual! 
logic-defying silliness. Still, th 
movie delivers most of what Bonc 
philes crave: spectacular stunts, 
cool gadgets, and hot babes. (Not 
enough of the signature John Barry 
& Monty Norman music, however 
In other words, any resemblance 
to an issue of Maxim magazine — or 
to XXX, but with more hair — is 
probably intentional. Director Lee 
Tamahori, who made his mark as 
a director of substance with Once 
Were Warriors, is now completely 
substance-free. Maybe his flashy 
style is apt for what amounts to 
the world’s most expensive com- 
mercial, both for the numerous 
prominently placed products and 
for the franchise itself, which is 
the subject of several blatant com 
memorative nods to past 007 mov- 
ies. Tamahori does offer some of 
the series’s most striking visuals: 
an invisible car, a palace of ice, a 
bikini-clad Halle Berry emerging 
from the surf a la Ursula Andress 
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DIARY OF A SHINJUKU THIEF 
(SHINJUKU DOROBO NIKKI!) | 1968 
| Made at the time of American 
Security Pact and Vietnam War 
protests, this counterculture riot 
of a film from Nagisa Oshima fol- 
lows a book thief (Tadanori Yokoo) 
as a salesgir! (Rie Yokoyama) leads 
him through the Shinjuru district 
of Tokyo while men discuss the 
sexual revolution and avant-ka 
buki is offered. | Japanese | b&w | 
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in Doctor No 40 years ago. In fact, 
Berry may be the film’s best spe- 
cial effect. Whereas the role of 
Bond now fits Pierce Brosnan as 
snugly and comfortably as an old 
tuxedo, her mysterious femme fa 
tale brings new and much-needed 
energy to the product. Jinx should 
kick Bond to the curb and get her 
own license to thrill. | 120m | BPL 
Mon 

D®® | DOUBT | 2008 | Even 
with John Patrick Shanley taking 
charge, as both screenwriter and 
director, the film version of his 
Pulitzer winner play seems less a 
metaphor for the virtues of uncer 
tainty than a loving period piece 
centered on the suspicion of child 
molestation by Catholic clergy 

in the 1960s. Of course, there 
are those who will tell you there 
wasn't much doubt in the original 
Doubt, in which Cherry Jones’s 
stooped Bronx giantess of a princi 
pal, Sister Aloysius, hounded Bri 
an F. O’Byrne’s humane, arguably 
hedonistic Father Flynn from the 
pulp ~ of St. Nicholas parish even 
as the “hurch thawed in the shad 
ow of Vatican II. It doesn’t help 
that Shanley replaces the play's 
— discussion of parable 

the favored preaching tool of Fa 

ther Flynn — with heavy-handedly 
metaphorical meteorology includ 
ing cataclysmic rain, rampaging 
autumn leaves, and nun-flatten 
ing winds of change. And it’s hard 
to forgive him for bypassing Jones, 
who probably won him half his Pu- 
litzer. Still, both Mery! Streep and 
Philip Seymour Hoffman present 
complex, flawed characters, Streep 
making Sister Aloysius’s journey 
toward near-irrational zealotry 
extraordinarily clear, and playing 
the male-hierarchical card with 
assured arrogance while at the 
same time nursing, somewhere 
behind the full lips, graying gold, 
and tangled eyebrows, a secret sor- 
row. | 104m | Kendall Square + West 
Newton [opens Christmas Day] 


ELOQUENT NUDE: THE 
LOVE AND LEGACY OF EDWARD 
WESTON & CHARIS WILSON | 
2007 | lan McCluskey’s explora- 
tion of the legendary “model wife” 
collaboration between Modern- 

ist photo master Edward Weston 
and moneyed bohemian Charis 
Wilson is no casual or incidental 
documentary but a well-crafted 
display of living history. Narration 
is shared among various of the 
couple's relatives, associates, and 
biographers, and there's Wilson 
herself, who at age 90 delivers a 
lucid, moving stream of emotional 
memories from the resigned dis 
tance of old age. The visuals com 
prise full-color establishing shots, 
archival stills, familiar Weston 
photographs, color interview foot 
age, and dialogue-less location 
re-enactments shot on 8mm and 
“antiqued” to simulate period 
home movies. Christine Bern- 
sten (Wilson) and Barrett Rudich 
(Weston) look their parts and give 


convincingly candid performances. 


The transitions among these ele- 
ments is so fluid, you sometimes 
lose track of what you're looking 
at — which can be distracting, but 
probably only if you're determined 
to deconstruct McCluskey’s edit- 
ing. Whether you view the result 
as an artful melding of media or 
a confusing cluster of reai and 
contrived documents, you'll un 
derstand and appreciate Wilson's 
role as the muse to an emerging, 
if often troubled, artistic talent. | 
57m | MFA: Sat 

EMPIRE OF PASSION |NATSU NO 
IMOTO| | 1976 | This ghost story 
from the later career of Na 
Oshima is set in 1895 inas 
Japanese village, 


zisa 
where Seki (Ka 


zuko Yoshiyuki) embarks on an 
r with Toyiji (Tatsuya Fuji 
even though he's 26 years younger 


But what to do about her husband, 
? What 
do cinematic lovers always do with 


Cisaburo (Takahiro Tamura 


the in-the-way spouse? They cover 


up by telling evervone he’s gone to 
Tokyo to find work, but three years 
later, tongues start to wag, and 
then the ghost appears. | japanese 
| 106m | HFA: Sun 


®® FOUR CHRISTMASES | 2008 
| Rather than the typical snow- 
storm that strands characters in 

a Holiday-themed comedy, it's 
heavy cloud cover that keeps San 
Francisco couple Brad and Kate 
(Vince Vaughn and Reese Wither 
spoon) from catching their flight 
to Fiji. But the fog also casts a pall 
over Seth Cordon’s tive-film 
debut. Gordon g ed a lot of 
attention last year with The King of 


stranger 
y that 
e Machiavel 
igs of Donkey Kong 
world-record holder Billy Mitchell 
to retain his title challenger 
and nice guy Steve Wiebe. Appear 
ing here in a small role, Wiebe 
remains a gentle soul among mon- 
sters. Children of divorce both, 
Brad (Vaughn seems to be making 
a fat-period career of spiritless 
Christmas films) and Kate visit the 
four sets of families (led by Robert 
Duvall, Mary $ burgen, Sissy 
Spacek, and Jon Voight) they were 
fleeing, in the process testing both 
their relationship and audiences 
tolerance of grim cheer. | 82m | 
Boston Common + Fenway + Fresh 
Pond + Embassy + suburbs 

22 FROST/NIXON | 2008 | 
Ron Howard's adaptation of Peter 
Morgan's 2006 hit transforms 
the legacy of the most malignant 
troll in American history into a 
buddy movie. For years he's been 
a star, but by 1974 David Frost is 
reduced to covering wacky stunts. 
Then he spots Nixon's resignation 
speech on TV. If he can get that 
man in a televised one-on-one, 
his glory days will return. Michael 
Sheen's Frost conveys some of the 
smarmy sardonic wit that gave 
‘60s American TV audiences a taste 
of pre-Pythonite British snark. 
If Martin Scorsese had directed 
and not Ron Howard, the story 
might been pitched more as about 
weasels fighting in a hole than as 
an epic combat between battered 
titans. Either way, it comes down 
to Frank Langella’s performance. 
Although he doesn't sound like 
Nixon, he awkwardly inhabits 
his body in the same way as the 
original. But unlike the gargoyle 
we remember, Langella’s Nixon 
exudes a seductive charm anda 
vulnerability. He's the film's chief 
virtue, and its biggest flaw. | 122m 
| Boston Common + West Newton 
{opens Christmas Day] 


®OO® THE GODFATHER | 1972 
| Francis Ford Coppola's popular 
gangster movie addresses the is- 
sue of the corruption of American 
public and private life at a very 
profound level. It’s also about how 
the sins of the father are visited 
upon the sons. Marlon Brando, do- 
ing the most graceful and elegant 
work of his career, plays the role 
of the Mafia don, Vito Corleone, as 
a Sicilian monarch. His sons are 
Sonny, the hothead (James Caan), 
Fredo, the gentle-hearted bumbler 
(John Cazale), and contemplative 
Michael (Al Pacino, in one of the 
great performances of the '7os), 
who takes everything down deep 
— and, inevitably, takes over the 
kingdom. The distinguished cast 
includes Talia Shire as Don Cor 
leone’s daughter, Morgana King 
as his wife, Diane 
oman who love 
Duvall as the C 
and Ric 
far 
+ Italian 175m t Tt 
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this film Hollywood's most pro- 
found indictment of capitalism. 
Reaching back to the origins of 
the American Mafia in Sicily and 
New York with Robert De Niro (in 
a magnificent performance) as 
the striving young Vito Corleone 
and forward to mid-'sos Las Ve- 
gas, where Vito's son Michael (Al 
Pacino), now the new Don, plays 
out his father’s legacy, the movie 
shows how the events of history 
continue to reverberate years later 
in the lives of people whose only 
connection to the events may be 
through their ancestors. Pacino is 
both pitiable and terrifying; the 
uniformly superb cast includes 
Michael V. Gazzo, John Cazale, 
Robert Duvall, Lee Strasberg, Di 
ane Keaton, Talia Shire, Morgana 
King, Troy Donahue, and Caston 
Moschin. | 200m | Brattle: Thurs 
GRAN TORINO | 2008 | Gerald 
Peary’s review is on page 5S. | 116m 
| Boston Common + Fenway + the- 
aters TBA: opens Christmas Day 


® HAPPY-GO-LUCKY | 2008 | 
There might be a dark side to Poppy 
Sally Hawkins), the driving force 
behind Mike Leigh’s new film, but 

damned if you'll be able to find it. 
Thirty, single, and a hard partier, 
this North London primary-school 
teacher is a handful, from her per 
petual giggles to her eye-numbing 
wardrobe (a cross between Cyndi 
Lauper and Frida Kahlo, with an 
emphasis on high-heeled boots). 
She cracks the noxiously racist and 
sexually fucked-up shell of her 
driving instructor (Eddie Marsan) 
to find the lonely little boy within. 
She and her school’s hunky social 
worker, Tim (Samuel Roukin), trace 
one of her pupils’ problems back to 
his mum's mean boyfriend. Case 
solved! Now she and Tim can jump 
in the sack together! Just keep 
focusing on Hawkins's knockout 
performance and don't stop to 
wonder whether there isn't a glib 
core beneath the jolly laughs, the 
engaging set pieces, the poignant 
confrontations, and Poppy's ir- 
repressible serotonin. | 18m | Em- 
bassy + Arlington Capitol 

HERE AFTER | 2007 | This entry in 
the MFA’s “Dance on Film” series 
is choreographer/filmmaker Wim 
Vandekeybus's cinematic adapta- 
tion of his 2005 dance/theater 
performance piece Puur. The film 
combines fiction and dance in its 
“story of an isolated community 
in which a power-mad tyrant 
commands an infanticide.” It’s 
preceded by “Nora Chipaumire: A 
Physical Biography” (2008; 35m), a 
short film by Alla Kovgan (who'll 
be present) and Dave Hinton about 
the Zimbabwean exile (she’s based 
in New York) whose dance looks at 
the collaborative process in con- 
temporary African life. | English + 
French + Dutch | 60m | MFA: Sun 
®®© HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: 
SENIOR YEAR | 2008 | Although 
Senior Year makes the most of its 
big-screen debut by increasing the 
body counts in its group-chore- 
ography numbers, it’s a smaller 
movie than its chart-topping, di- 
rect-to-cable predecessors. As HSM3 
opens, the West Side Story-book 
romance between blue-collar bas- 
ketball hunk Troy (Travolta-like 
pin-up Zac Efron) and math whiz 
Gabriella (Vanessa Hudgens) is 
fizzling while the inevitable col- 
lege dispersal looms (or maybe 
Vanessa's still pissed about those 
naked photos on the Internet), and 
so center stage is ceded to the fight 
among the cast for a competitive 
scholarship to Juilliard. You can 
text message your way between 
production numbers without los 
ing track of the predictable plot 

- which is sort of the poi 
apher Ken 
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productions, and ice capades to 
follow. | 112m | Arlington Capitol 
[Sat-Sun] + suburbs 


ii 34 DECEMBER 19, 2008 | ARTS + Mi ae 
CAPS 
making 
rean, O 
capital 
on jJapar 7 
ism. Bu 
caught 
| 
4 
MOBILE USERS: For Text Message YESMAN and your ZIP CODE 43KIX 
fod 
STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 


“HOOKED ON WHO, TWO” | The 
first “Hooked on Who” was, it 
seems, a big success this summer, 
so the Brattle is offering a mini-se- 
quel: “City of Death” (1979; 100m), 
starring Tom Baker, on Friday and 
“The Empty Child” and “The Doc- 
tor Dances” (2005; 90m), starring 
Christopher Eccleston, on Satur 
day. | Brattle: Fri-Sat 


®®® IN THE REALM OF THE 
SENSES (Al NO KORIIDA) | 1976 
Nagisa Oshima’s “heavy,” hard 
core study of an obsessive sexual 
relationship was a breakthroug 
erotic film. Tatsuya Fuji and Eiko 
Matsuda are mesmerizing as the 
innkeeper and the ex-prostitute 
who retreat into self-absorbed and 
eventually self-destructive sex. 
Japanese | 105m | HFA: Fri 
® I'VE LOVED YOU SO LONG [IL 
Y ALONGTEMPS QUE JE T’AIME] 
| 2008 | So which portrayal of a 
victimized woman will win an 
Oscar this year? Angelina Jolie in 
Changeling suffers incessantly and 
unjustly but wears too much make- 
up. Anne Hathaway in Rachel Getting 
Married doesn’t wear make-up and 
suffers incessantly but not un- 
justly, plus she’s always whining. 
Bets are on Kristin Scott Thomas in 
Philippe Claudel’s pretentious soap 
opera: she doesn’t wear make-up, 
suffers incessantly and unjustly, 
and in between her chainsmoking 
and her catatonic silences whines 
in French. We're introduced to 
Thomas's Juliette in an endless 
take where she appears without 
make-up, chainsmoking in cata- 
tonic silence. Having finished 
serving 15 years in jail for murder, 
she’s waiting for her sister to pick 
her up at the airport. What was her 
crime? Will the icky extended “Ben- 
etton family” of sis’s multi-cultural 
world accept her? The long-antici- 
pated late-inning revelations only 
underscore the crass manipulation. 
| French | 115m | West Newton 


®@® JULIUS CAESAR | 1953 | 
MGM assembled an all-star cast 
for Joseph L. Mankiewicz’s well- 
regarded version of Shakespeare's 
play: Marlon Brando as Antony, 
James Mason as Brutus, John 
Gielgud as Cassius, Louis Calhern 
as Caesar, Edmond O’Brien as 
Casca, Greer Garson as Calpurnia, 
and Deborah Kerr as Portia. In 
Antony’s funeral speech, Brando is 
a tautly wound spring of duplicity 
and passion; the performance is 

a treatise on the nature of power, 
ambition, and mob psychology and 
also a destruction of acting itself. 
James Mason brings appropriate 
melancholy and moral conflict to 
Brutus, and John Cielgud makes 
a serpentine as well as a lean and 
hungry Cassius. The battle scenes 
too are striking, but they seem to 
have come from another movie. 

| b&w | 121m | Hyde Park Branch 
Library: Fri 


®®@© LET THE RIGHT ONE IN 
(LAT DEN RATTE KOMMA IN) | 
2008 | Discriminating horror-mov- 
ie fans rejoice: Tomas Alfredson’s 
Lat den ratte komma in, with a script 
from his novel by John Ajvide 
Lindgvist, is a remarkable vampire 
film, as raw and frightening as it 
is tender and intelligent. It's deep 
winter in a blue-collar suburb of 
Stockholm, and 12-year-old Oskar 
(Kare Hedebrant) suffers from both 
his parents’ divorce and the merci- 
less bullying at school. This quiet 
and lonely lad needs to “let the 
right one in,” and that’s the dark- 
haired, Cypsy-like waif who moves 
in next door. The two fall for each 
other, but Eli (Lina Leandersson) 
is often sad and distracted. She 
has an awful secret: when it's her 


feeding time, their poignant pup- 
py love must be interrupted and 
scorched in blood. The episodes of 
violence, when Eli pounces, are 
expertly achieved, and ghoulish 
and scary. But these are balanced 
by Alfredson’s gently poetic vision 
of pubescent romance. Who would 
have predicted that the finest hor- 
ror picture in years, reminiscent of 
Val Lewton classics of 1940s Holly- 
wood, would come from Sweden? | 
Swedish | 114m | Somerville Theatre 


»® MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA | 2008 | Eric Darnell and 
Tom McGrath follow up their 2005 
DreamWorks hit with an unin 
spired sit-com sold by Hollywood 
Stars giving voice to anthropo- 
morphized animals. Ben Stiller 
returns as Alex, the lion “king of 
New York,” and he’s joined again 
by Chris Rock’s Marty the zebra, 
David Schwimmer’s Melman the 
giraffe, and Jada Pinkett Smith's 
Cloria the hippo. The plot has 
them attempting to fly home to 
New York from Madagascar in a 
plane piloted by penguins (still 
the best reason to watch), only to 
crash-land in Africa. It’s a light 
entertainment that can cash in 
with election-weary audiences; 
the real landslide, however, will 
occur when Oscar voters cast their 
Best Animation ballots for Wall-E, 
the true candidate for change. | 
89m | Boston Common + Fresh Pond 
+ West Newton + suburbs 
®®@O MAN ON WIRE | 2008 
| James Marsh's crowd-pleasing 
documentary skips past 9/11, time- 
traveling to a halcyon historic mo- 
ment at the World Trade Center: 
the occasion in 1974 when French 
high-wire artist Philippe Petit at- 
tempted to walk on a wire between 
the Twin Towers — 1350 windy 
feet up. Interviewed today, Petit 
is a whale of a storyteller, and he 
recalls with relish the chilling 
details of that amazing day. His 
little venture was not only death- 
defying but highly illegal; how 
he and his motley crew got to the 
top of the WTC, evading the slug- 
gish NYPD, has the excitement of 
a great caper movie. But what's 
even more enthralling, and deeply 
beautiful, is the sight of Petit 
executing his space traverse high 
over the Big Apple. | 34m | Coolidge 
Corner 
THE MAN WHO LEFT HIS WILL 
ON FILM [TOKYO SENSO SENGO 
HIWA)| | 1970 | That would be a 
young Marxist college student 
who in this film from Nagisa Os- 
hima plunges to his death from a 
rooftop, his camera still in hand. 
One of his filmmaking colleagues 
recovers the film record of the 
student’s last scenes and, with the 
help of the student's girlfriend, 
tries to figure out what happened. 
| Japanese | b&w | 94m | HFA: Sun 
MARLEY & ME | 2008 | Owen Wil- 
son, Jennifer Aniston, Alan Arkin, 
and Eric Dane star in this film 
adaptation of John Crogan’s book 
about a family who adopt a yellow 
Lab puppy and wind up with a 100- 
pound bundle of neurotic energy. 
| 120m | Opens Christmas Day at 
theaters TBA 
MAX MON AMOUR | 1986 | Only 
from Nagisa Oshima: British 
ambassador Peter (Anthony Hig- 
gins) and his bored French wife, 
Margaret (Charlotte Rampling), 
are posted to Paris; Peter suspects 
Margaret of having an affair, and, 
sure enough, he catches her in 
an apartment with . . . the title 
chimpanzee. After some negotiat- 
ing, Max comes home to live with 
them, but Peter remains jealous as 
Max takes over. | French + English | 
98m | HFA: Sun 

®® MILK | 2008 | Gus Van Sant’s 
trenchant bio-pic of San Francisco 
city supervisor Harvey Milk is a 
juicy and manipulative melodrama 
and a powerful tearjerker. The first 
openly gay man elected to public of- 
fice in the United States, Milk (Sean 
Penn) was murdered on November 
27, 1978, along with the city's 


mayor, George Moscone (Victor 
Garber), by Dan White (Josh Brolin) 
after Moscone refused to let White 
rescind his resignation from the 
city’s board of supervisors. We flash 
back to Milk's pre-activist days as a 
closeted New York office drone who, 
on his goth birthday, in the arms of 
new-found love Scott Smith (James 
Franco), decides to move to San 
Francisco to do something in his life 
“to be proud of.” Van Sant re-cre- 
ates the locations, the clothes, the 
ambiance, and the fervor of those 
days with rousing exactitude; Penn 
uncannily resembles Milk, and at 
his best he evokes Milk’s combina 
tion of sweetness and toughness, 
his aura of raunchy saintliness. Van 
Sant does juice up Milk with a sam 
pling of his subje 
sonal life; 


chaotic per 

to integrate these 
gossipy digressions, and Penn's 
perform. ance in them unravel. Still, 
it's hard to imagine anyone's being 
unmoved by the army of candlelight 
marchers at the end. | 128m | Boston 
Common + Kendall Square + Coolidge 
Corner + Embassy 


he fa 


NOBEL SON | 2007 | On its 
surface, this quirky thriller from 
Randall Miller (whose Bottle Shock 
earlier this year was charming) 
has indie-style appeal, with Alan 
Rickman in a delicious role as a 
gluttonous, philandering, narcis- 
sistic physics professor whose 
Nobel Prize win is deflated by 

the kidnapping of his rebellious 
philosophy-major son (Bryan 
Creenberg). The kidnapper (up- 
and-comer Shawn Hatosy) is soon 
revealed to be Rickman’s ille- 
gitimate progeny, a physics whiz 
and self-proclaimed autodidact 
who may be in league with Eliza 
Dushku’s bohemian femme fatale. 
Then there's Mary Steenburgen as 
Rickman’s long-suffering wife (a 
forensics specialist), Bill Pullman 
as an inept detective, and Danny 
DeVito as a gardener with OCD. 
But Miller and co-writer Jody Savin 
trot out every clever plot twist and 
unlikely mind-fuck device seen in 
Hollywood in the past decade, and 
the result is a precious, hyperki- 
netic mess of a film whose prom- 
ising elements of humor, irony, 
and misanthropy get lost amid 
the indulgent narrative trickery. | 
102m | Harvard Square [tentative] 
+ suburbs 

®® NOTHING LIKE THE HOLI- 
DAYS | 2008 | Alfredo De Villa's 
uneven regifting of Home for the 
Holidays wraps up a Latin fam- 

ily Christmas in familiar paper 
and bows. Things start out jolly 
enough when Jesse (Freddy Rodri- 
guez) returns home from Iraq, but 
soon after, his mother (Elizabeth 
Pefia) announces she’s divorcing 
his father (Alfred Molina). From 
there, dysfunctional eruptions 
flicker like tree lights, with Jesse 
running into the girl he left be- 
hind, her new boyfriend, and an 
infant son who may or may not 
be his. Then there's Jesse's yuppie 
brother, Mauricio (John Leguiza- 
mo), who's married a tall, red- 


headed Jew (Debra Messing); when 


they're pressed about when they 
might be having children, foppish 
old Uncle Johnny (Luis Guzman) 
brands the potential kids-to-be 

“Sorta-Ricans.” But even when you 
pile on the salsa, a fruitcake's still 


a fruitcake. | 99m | Boston Common 


+ Fenway [tentative] + Fresh Pond 
+ suburbs 


®®®© PRAY THE DEVIL BACK 
TO HELL | 2008 | Remember the 
old “essentialist” argument that 
women are by nature pacifist and 
nurturing whereas men are ag- 
gressive and warlike? Never has 
that thesis seemed so credible as it 
does in this moving documentary 


about the tumultuous recent histo- 
ry of Liberia made by an all-female 


crew led by director Cini Reticker. 


It’s an amazing story: in 2005 
a courageous union of Muslim 
and Christian women, sickened 
and horrified by an endless civil 
war of trigger-happy rapists and 
marauders, forced the bullying, 
swaggering all-male politicians 
and warlords to the peace table. 
“The devil” of the title? Liberian 
dictator Charles Taylor, a professed 
Christian who thought himself 
the new Messiah. Civen a non-vio 
lent push from Liberia's women, 
the not-so-immortal Taylor fled 
to Nigerian exile. | 72m | Coolidge 
Corner: Fri-Wed 
PUNISHER: WAR ZONE 
2008 | The previous big-screen 
blow-ups of The Punisher comic-book 
Series took themselves far too seri 
ously, and they came off as stiff as 
their square-jawed vigil e. War 
Zone plays it loose. As former com 
mando turned Cosa Nostra termina 
tor Frank Castle, 


Ray Stevenson is 


pretty much what you'd expect — all 
business. But the endless deck of 
Jokers (and I do mean in the mold 
of Heath Ledger and Jack Nicholson) 
makes the bloody juggernaut delec 
table. Like the badly disfigured don 
Jigsaw (Dominic West), who's work- 
ing a deal with the Russian mob. 
When Castle enters the picture, 
Jigsaw unleashes his hyperbolic 

hit man, Loony Bin Jim, a/k/a LB 
Doug Hutchison), who's one part 
Hannibal Lecter and all Don Rickles 
Director Lexi Alexander, a former 
karate champ who knows her way 
around an ass kicking, keeps the 
punishm 


107m Fen 


way [tentative] + suburbs 


»® QUANTUM OF SOLACE | 2008 


When a chase sequence near the 


INCLUDING 


beginning of a Bond film arouses 
less excitement than the horse 
race (the Sienese Palio) it’s inter 
cut with, you know something is 
missing. Fans of 007 expect two 
things from their product: an 
appealing hero and satisfying ac 
tion sequences. Quantum of Solace, 
inexplicably entrusted to Marc 
Forster (The Kite Runner), fails to 
Forster confuses 
meaningless cutting and shaky 
camera work with exciteme 
Dani el Craig 
the far superior Casino Roya 
muscular, rough, 
deep, is here just mus 


deliver either. 


who last time 
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Dor Gre 


won't make 
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(Gemma Arterton), that's a Bond 
Girl name — looks nice but might 
just as well be a “Bond Guy” for all 
the response she gets from Craig's 
impassive Terminator. When Bond 
is welcomed back to the flock by M 
(Judi Dench), he replies, “I never 
left.” Those who still cherish the 
series might beg to differ. | 106m 

| Boston Common + Fenway + Har- 
vard Square + Somerville Theatre + 
Chestnut Hill + suburbs 


®© RACHEL GETTING MARRIED | 
2008 | Director Jonathan Demme's 
exhausting march down the aisle 
starts off with Anne Hathaway 
smoking away in a raggedy loony 
bin bob and smudgy eyeliner. It’s 
the trademark look of cinema's 
unstable — in this case, a 12-step- 
per on leave from rehab for the 
Indian-themed wedding of her re 
sentful sister (Rosemarie DeWitt). 
It’s also the first sign of clichés 
and contrivances to come. Toss in 
a saintly bunch of black in-laws, 

a dead kid, a chilly mother (Debra 
Winger), a dad in denial, anda 
veritable Benetton ad of irksomely 
musical houseguests and the curry 
isn't the only thing simmering 

in this corner of Cheever country. 
Demme's handheld camera gives 
the festivities a foreboding twitch 
iness; still, the draggy footage 

of every teardrop and toast, from 
rehearsal dinner to raucous recep 
tion, fails to move. By the time 
the Ganesha cake is cut, you're left 
with the poodle as the only family 
member worthy of empathy. | 115m 
| Embassy + Arlington Capito! 

THE READER | 2008 | Stephen 
Daldry (The Hours) adapts Bernhard 
Schlink’s novel about a German 
post-WW?2 teenager, Michael Berg 
(David Kross), who embarks on a 
sexual relationship with Hanna 
(Kate Winslet), a woman twice his 
age who loves having him read to 
her. Then she disappears. Eight 
years later, he’s a law student 
(Ralph Fiennes) observing Nazi 
war-crime trials — and she turns 
up as a defendant. | 123m | Opens 
Christmas Day at theaters TBA 
}O® RELIGULOUS | 2008 | He's 
as cocky and smarmy as Michael 
Mocre, but somehow Bill Maher 

is also more endearing and cred 
ible, as he prances about the globe 
— Rome, Jerusalem, Salt Lake City, 
etc. — making jest of sanctimo 
nious true believers: Christians, 
Moslems, Jews. Raised Catholic 
but with a Jewish mother, Maher 
proves unabashedly agnostic and 
skeptical — in fact, hilariously 
scornful — of any theistic posture 
that’s not susceptible to scientific 
or rational proof. And he's hard 
est, as he should be, on the zealots 
who are out to convert others. He 
skewers a Jew for Jesus; he de 
stroys the shaky credo of an ex-gay 
who's trying to lead others away 
from homosexuality and toward 
evangelical Christianity. At no 
point does Maher back down, get 
sentimental, or show any hidden 
respect for spirituality. Helping 
him stay on the straight and secu 
lar is filmmaker Larry Charles, 
ex-Seinfeld director and the blas 
phemous helmer of Borat. | 101m | 
Somerville Theatre 

»® THE ROCKY HORROR Pic- 
TURE SHOW | 1975 | This hor 
ror-camp extravaganza still draws 
midnight crowds. Its story of two 
dorky, all-American kids (Barry 
Bostwick and Susan Sarandon 

who find ther 
into the pan 
Frank-N-Furter is no more outra 
geous than La Cage aux Folles, but 
oniy ac 


selves indoc 


sexual ways of Dr 


1udgeon would deny the 


magnetism of Tim Curry, whose 


lip-smacking rendition of “Sweet 
Transvestite” remains one of the 
high points in all of cult movies 
Jim Sharman directs. | 100m | Har- 
vard Square: Sat midnight 

}®® ROLE MODELS | 2008 | Da- 
vid Wain (Wet Hot American Summer) 
marks his entry into the world of 
big-budget studio comedies with 
this respectably quirky buddy flick 
that pairs Paul Rudd and Seann 
William Scott (and odd as that 
sounds, it works) as energy-drink 
reps who wind up in a mentor 

ing program as part of a commu 
nity-service sentencing. Rudd, 
the downtrodden pessimist, gets 
paired with a teenage Dungeons & 
Dragons nerd (Christopher Mintz 
Plasse, who played “McLovin” in 
Superbad); Scott, all sunshine and 
cheesy mantras, inherits a trou 
bled nine-year-old version of Eddie 
Murphy. Cue the chaos, which 
includes a hilarious camping 

trip and a running Kiss gag that 
culminates in a battle royal in full 
dress regalia. Sure, the plot moves 
along a predictable path, each man 
facing challenges and overcoming 
personal demons on the way to re 
deeming himself in the eyes of his 
little brother. But the movie, popu- 
lated by improv/stand-up veterans 
in supporting roles (especially Jane 
Lynch as the harried ex-addict 
who runs the program), is more 
about its episodic parts than about 
the cinematic whole they yield. 
Boistered by a witty script and 
Wain’'s talent for letting his cast do 
their thing, Role Models offers a nice 
complement to the recent spate of 
Judd Apatow hits. | 99m | Boston 
Common + Fenway [tentative] + 
Fresh Pond + suburbs 


A SECRET (UN SECRET] | 2007) 
Claude Miller adapts the novel by 
Philippe Crimbert for this film, 

in which post-WW2 teen Francois 
Crimbert (Quentin Dubuis) dis- 
covers that his father, Maxime 
(Patrick Bruel), was married to 
Hannah (Ludivine Sagnier) before 
meeting Francois’s mother, Tania 
(Cécile de France). But the real 
secret is that the family name used 
to be Crinberg — they were Jewish 
and trying to survive in Nazi-occu- 
pied France. | French | 105m | MFA 
Fri + Sun 

®@®® THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES 

| 2008 | Call it Southern comfort 

to Hounddog’s uneven Southern 
Cothic. And consider that as a 
compliment: The Secret Life of Bees 

is a throwback to My Girl, when 
coming-of-age films didn’t shy 
away from sentimentality or rely 
on drugs and bared breasts. Lily 
Owens (Dakota Fanning) turns 

14 in 1964 South Carolina, where 
the Constitution gives way to Jim 
Crow and Lily's maid, Rosaleen 
(Jennifer Hudson), is locked up 

for spitting on a white man. Lily 
helps Rosaleen escape; she herself 
is fleeing her brutal father (Paul 
Bettany). Oh and Lily accidentally 
killed her mother when she was 
four years old. Writer/director 
Cina Prince-Blythewood avoids 
manipulation in adapting Sue 
Monk Kidd's 2002 novel, and 
Queen Latifah, Alicia Keyes, and 
Sophie Okonedo are memorable 

as honeymakers who welcome the 
duo with Motown and pancakes 
But the real heroine is Fanning, an 
actress capable of conveying guilt, 
nerves, and idealism all at once. 
No small feat. | 101m | Arlington 
Capitol + suburbs 

SEVEN POUNDS | 2008 | Betsy 
Sherman's review is on page 6. | 
118m | Boston Common + Fenway + 
Fresh Pond + Chestnut Hill + Em 
bassy + suburbs 

~®®O SHANE | 1953 | Alan Ladd 
is the tight-lipped 
settles with a h tead 
ily to help around the far 
don 
boy who ide 
is unforgett 
rected by Ce 
visually stun 


tle tough who 
g fam 


; Bran 


»w-headed 


picture that sent its hero strai 


into the Hollywood pantheon, and 
it deconstructs Cold War politics to 
boot. | 118m | South Boston Branch 
Library: Thurs 

®®®O SHOOT THE PIANO PLAY- 
ER (TIREZ SUR LE PIANISTE) | 
1960 | Francois Truffaut took David 
Goodis’s New Jersey-set thriller 
Down There and transported it to the 
bowels of Paris, where a Bogart- 
charismatic Charles Aznavour is 

a forlorn concert pianist hiding 
out as an obscure keyboardist in a 
tavern. He smokes, scowls, hardly 
talks, though he’s wonderfully 
existential anyway, cool as hell, 
and along comes a new girl (Marie 
Dubois) who gives him a second 
chance on life. Or is it? Soon he's 
hounded by cheap gangsters who 
are no less dangerous for all their 
comic bumbling. Hiding out from 
one tragedy, Aznavour heads fate- 
fully for another in the snowy 
French countryside. Truffaut's 
noir classic is dazzling and hu 
mane and visually exciting, a 
prime example of why the French 
New Wave at the beginning of 

the 1960s captivated the world. | 
French | bGw | 85m | Brattle: Fri-Sun 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | 
2008 | This Danny Boyle film is set 
in a grubby Mumbai police station 
over the course of an hours-long, 
sometimes brutal interrogation 
but spins off like a fireworks dis- 
play across years of history. Eigh- 
teen-year-old Jamal Malik (Dev 
Patel) is the unlikely winner of the 
top prize in the Indian version of 
Who Wants To Be a Millionaire, but the 
show's host (Anil Kapoor) is suspi- 
cious (or jealous) and turns him 
over to the cops. When the police 
inspector (Irrfan Khan) finally 

just asks Jamal to explain how he 
arrived at the answers, each ques- 
tion proves a talisman that whirls 
the film into Jamal's sometimes 
hideous, sometimes wondrous, al- 
ways photogenic past. It's like an 
MTV version of The Arabian Nights by 
way of Mira Nair’s Salaam Bombay. 
No wonder then, that the Bolly- 
wood musical number that makes 
the concluding credits worth sit- 
ting through doesn’t require such 
a difficult suspension of disbelief. 
But the willing suspension of out- 
rage at the injustice and misery on 
display for the entertainment of 
audiences is another matter. | Eng- 
lish + Hindi | 120m | Boston Common 
+ Kendal! Square + Coolidge Corner 
+ West Newton 

THE SPIRIT | 2008 | Frank Miller 
(Sin City) adapts Will Eisner’s 
graphic novel, in which rookie cop 
Denny Colt (Gabriel Macht) goes 
to the beyond and comes back as 
the title hero, who's determined to 
save Central City from the Octopus 
(Samuel L. Jackson) while trying 
to steer clear of Silken Floss (Scar- 
lett Johansson), Sand Saref (Eva 
Mendes), and innumerable other 
lovelies. | 103m | Opens Christmas 
Day at theaters TBA 

“SUNDANCE 2008 SHORTS” | 
Just what it says. | Coolidge Corner 
opens Christmas Day 

®®® SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK 
| 2008 | No fun date at the movies, 
Charlie Kaufman's film is the very 
opposite of escapist entertain- 
ment. Played by Philip Seymour 
Hoffman as a hysterical variation 
on his character in Savages, with 

a nod to Steve Coogan in Hamlet 

2, Caden Cotard heads the drama 
department in a small college in 
Schenectady. His artist wife (desig- 
nated shrew Catherine Keener) has 
taken their child and fled to Ber 
lin with her lover (Jennifer Jason 
Leigh). But somehow Caden snags 
a MacArthur “genius grant” and, 
encouraged by Hazel (Samantha 
Morton), who works the box office 
at the theater where his student 
production of Death of a Salesman is 
being staged, heads to New York 
City to begin his magnum opus — 
re-creating his life on a giant set 
in an endlessly expanding vacant 
factory. Kaufman in these first 40 
minutes or so evokes by turns the 
experience of nightmare, mad 
ness, day-to-day living, and then 
all three. But the paradox posed 
by Caden’s project is unresolvable 
and tedious: if he is to re-create 
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his life as a stage production, he 
must also re-create his attempt to 
re-create his life as a stage produc- 
tion and re-create his re-creation 
of his attempt. In that synecdoche 
is a figure of speech where a part 
stands for a whole or vice versa, 
the film depicts the individual 
representing the universe. Too 
bad that in this version the loss of 
neither seems worth mourming. 
124m | Kendali Square 


TABOO (GOHATTO) | 2000 | Nagisa 
Oshima began this samurai film 
— his first — after suffering a 
stroke that left him directing from 
a wheelchair, and it will likely be 
his last work. Having taken the 
male/female dichotomy of the de- 
structive power of love to its logi- 
cai if lacerating conclusion in In the 
Realm of the Senses, Oshima in Taboo 
ventures into the realm of the 
unheralded yet implicitly acknowl- 
edged homosexual relationships 
that would have taken hold within 
clans consisting entirely of men. 
He had trod lightly on this theme 
with the homoerotic tension in 
a POW camp in Merry Christmas 
Mr. Lawrence, but the destructive 
results depicted in Taboo — beau- 
tifully presented with lush cin- 
ematography and long, carefully 
crafted and observed takes — leave 
you wondering whether, despite 
the film's iconoclasm, he didn’t in 
the end give into traditional style, 
embracing the techniques of an 
old master like Mizoguchi. | japa- 
nese | 101m | HFA: Mon 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX | 
2008 | Tom Meek’s review is on 
page 6. | 94m | Boston Common + 
Fenway + Fresh Pond + suburbs 
}® TRANSPORTER 3 | 2008 | 
The new Transporter spills out in 
a jumble of frenetic action vi- 
gnettes, where incessant flash 
cutting, jittery special effects, and 
a booming score whip everything 
into a manic froth. Consider it a 
poor man’s version of the latest 
James Bond outing, replete with 
sleek European sports coupes that 
out-sex the slinky Eastern Bloc 
heroine, and of course, the well- 
chiseled savior. This time courier 
extraordinaire Frank Martin (Ja- 
son Statham) and his beefy black 
Audi must transport a Ukrainian 
beauty (Natalya Rudakova) from 
Marseille to Odesa via Stuttgart 
and Budapest, the hook being that 
if Frank strays more than 50 feet 
from his car, the bracelet on his 
wrist will blow him to pieces. Be- 
sides Statham’s bristling persona, 
the film's strength lies in director 
Olivier Megaton’s relentless drive 
toward the next wham-bam show- 
down; this goes far to mask the 
inane plot (which has to do with 
enviro-terrorism) and Rudakova's 
thespian inadequacies. | 1?7.n | 
Fenway [tentative] + suburbs 
2O® TWILIGHT | 2008 | Cathe- 
rine Hardwicke’s adaptation of the 
first of Stephenie Meyer's series of 
four YA bestsellers works because 
she and her soon-to-be-iconic 
leads take the sex and death and 
immortality hokum that's as old 
as Bram Stoker and make the un- 
dead live again. Smart and lonely 
and deathly pale 17-year-old Bella 
Kristen Stewart, like a younger, 
sadder Winona Ryder) is depressed 
about moving from Phoenix to live 
with her divorced dad (Billy Burke) 
in tiny Forks, Washington — until 
she meets the Cullen clan, and 
especially the stunning Edward 
(Robert Pattinson, as close as we'll 
ever get to a bloodless reincarna- 
tion of James Dean), who finds 
her. . . delicious. Is Twilight differ- 
ent from any other vampire story? 
Not really, except in its rhythms, 
details, and tone — not to mention 
a killer soundtrack and images 
that range from MTV to David 
Lynch to Caspar David Friedrich. 
True, it's also borderline kitsch, 
and the voiceovers from Meyer's 
dear-diary prose don’t help. But 
Hardwicke pushes the corn to the 
point of camp and stops just in 


time to allow a glimpse of majesty. 
122m | Boston Common + Fenway 
[tentative] + Fresh Pond + suburbs 


VALKYRIE | 2008 | Bryan Singer 
directs this feature retelling of 

the German officers’ plot to blow 
up Hitler on July 20, 1944, with 
Tom Cruise as Colonel Claus von 
Stauffenberg, Kenneth Brannagh 
as Major-General Henning von 
Tresckow, Bill Nighy as General 
Friedrich Olbricht, Tom Wilkin- 
son as General Friedrich Fromm, 
Carice van Houten as Nina von 
Stauffenberg, and David Bamber 
as Hitler. | 120m | Opens Christmas 
Day at theaters TBA 

VICKY CRISTINA BARCELO- 
NA | 2008 | Woody Allen's Barce- 
lona film is talk talk talk, starting 
with the smug, droning voice of 
the “Narrator” (Christopher Evan 
Welch) as he relates in redundant 
detail what the pretty pictures 
have already illustrated. At least 
he offers some relief from the 
story's stereotypes and tired Allen- 
esque tropes. Cristina (Scarlett Jo 
hansson) is an aspiring filmmaker 
with an anarchic Philosophy of 
Love; Vicky (Rebecca Hall) is — 
surprise! — Cristina’s opposite, a 
rational, studious girl who's all set 
to marry a stockbroker. Javier Bar- 
dem as hot-blooded, hunky Cata- 
lonian painter Juan Antonio and 
Penélope Cruz as his hot-blooded, 
sexy Catalonian painter wife, 
Maria Elena might just as weil be 
named “Live for the Moment” and 
“Artistic Inspiration”; yet their 
performances transcend cliché. 
They're even funny. So it’s kind 
of sad when Juan Antonio hits on 
Vicky and Cristina and one of the 
girls becomes part of a ménage-a- 
trois and kisses Maria Elena in the 
darkroom and discovers that she 
too is an Artist. | English + Catalan 
+ Spanish | 96m | Harvard Square 


}O® W. | 2008 | Oliver Stone 
doesn't have his five W's quite in 
order when it comes to his inves- 
tigation of George W. Bush. The 
“who” gets high marks, for Josh 
Brolin, who as the title initial 
embodies the transformation of a 
black sheep fuck-up into a fuck-up 
who is the most powerful person 
in the world. He’s not a hero, or 
a villain, and he never achieves 
self-awareness, but he is a lik- 
able guy who’s trying to do good 


despite his limitations. The “why,” 


on the other hand, is never quite 
answered, in part because the 
film appears to be a quickie job, 
like a celebrity biography rushed 
to press to capitalize on a scandal 
before the notoriety can go cold. 
Brolin’s mastery of his character's 
uncomprehending drive and 
certainty holds Stone's pastiche 
together, and there are Oscar-can 
didate turns by Toby Jones as Karl 
Rove and Richard Dreyfuss as Dick 
Cheney, plus Thandie Newton as 
Condoleezza Rice, Jeffrey Wright 
as Colin “Party Pooper” Powell, 
Elizabeth Banks as Laura, and 
James Cromwell as Stone’s likeli 
est villain, Big George. | 129m | 
West Newton + Arlington Capitol + 
suburbs 
WALLE | 2008 | Andrew 
Stanton’s latest feature may not 
satisfy those who don't think 
animation should engage their 
minds. Still, Stanton’s previous 
film, Finding Nemo, became Pixar's 
highest grosser, tinged with 
melancholy as it was. Palpably 
depressing, this new film opens 
800 years in the future during a 
40-minute-long, nearly wordless 
stretch that introduces WALL*E 
beeps courtesy of Ben Burtt), 
a mobile trash compactor with 


treads for legs, binoculars for eyes, 


and the comic inquisitiveness of 
E.T. Cue the arrival of the sleek 


white form of EVE (Elissa Knight), 


a vegetation-seeking probe droid 


One gaze from her soulful blue 
LEDs and it’s love. Their adven- 
tures rocket them into space, as 
they confront the gelatinous rem- 
nants of a human society driven to 
near extinction by rabid consum- 
erism. Can Earth be reclaimed? 
The answer's a hopeful one (more 
Spielberg, less Kubrick), perfectly 
in toon (ahem) with the tale of a 
rickety old PC who wins the heart 
of a Mac. | 103m | Arlington Capitol 
Sat-Sun 
THE WIZARD OF OZ | 
1939 | Victor Fleming's version of 
L. Frank Baum’s classic somehow 
manages — in all its wonderful 
excess — to transcend kitsch. Of 
course it's not all sweetness and 
innocence. Just consider those 
twisters languidly, inexorably 
lolling across the Kansas gray- 
ness, the phallic funnels looming 
over the closed, womblike shelter 
of the storm cellar. The macabre 
spectacle of the Wicked Witch of 
the East's feet, robbed of their 
Ruby Slippers, shriveling up under 
Dorothy's house. Or the Winged 
Monkeys, their formations filling 
the sky like a cross between Coya's 
Sleep of Reason and the Luftwaffe. 
Then you'll want to ask yourself 
how Dorothy's quest with her 
three needy, dysfunctional friends 
(Kansas farmhands metamor- 
phosed into types of their own 
inadequacy) relates to current pop- 
psychological issues of empower- 
ment and passive aggression. Is 
the film a Freudian, feminist, 
or Marxist allegory? Is Oz merely 
Kansas transformed by Dorothy's 
libidinous wish fulfillment (she 
is, after all, the 16-year-old Judy 
Carland) and early Technicolor? 
Is the man behind the curtain a 
metaphor for the dubious magic of 
the motion-picture industry itself? 
Certainly the final revelation is in- 
disputable: reality doesn’t matter 
as much as image, and illusion is 
as effective as truth if you believe 
in it, even if only for 90 minutes 
of screen time. | 90m | Coolidge 
Corner: Sat 
THE WRESTLER | 2008 | Mickey 
Rourke has the title role as Randy 
“The Ram” Robinson, a man who 
lives only for the ring. Then he 
suffers a heart attack and has to 
retire. He's estranged from his 
daughter (Evan Rachel Wood). He 
takes up with a stripper (Marisa 
Tomei), but it seems he won't find 
real happiness unless he can get 
back into the ring. Darren Aronof- 
sky (Pi) directs. | 105m | Opens 
Christmas Day at theaters TBA 


YES MAN | 2008 | Brett Michel's 
review is on page 6. | 104m | Boston 
Common + Fenway + Fresh Pond + 
Chestnut Hill + suburbs 


®®® ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A 
PORNO | 2008 | Their utilities 

cut on Thanksgiving eve, wage 
slaves Zack (Seth Rogen) and Miri 
Elizabeth Banks) are huddling 
around the sole source of heat 

in their apartment — a barrel 
burning unpaid bills — when the 
lovable schlub goes down on one 
knee, takes the hand of his gor 
geous roommate and BFF, and 
makes the proposal you expect 
from any man in an implausibly 
plotted film from the director of 
Clerks: “Will you have sex with me 
on camera for money?” Whether 
such a scheme makes sense in the 
age of free Internet porn is largely 
irrelevant when a comedy is this 
enjoyable. Kevin Smith's ear for 
raunch is as piquant as ever, but 
he's moved beyond his usual un- 
convincing leads to Judd Apatow 
regulars Rogen and Craig Robinson 
(hilarious as a race-baiting, titty 
and-ass-loving producer), and his 
dialogue snaps more than it ever 
did coming out of the mouth of 
Ben Affleck. Sorry, Gigli. | 101m | 
Somerville Theatre + suburbs 
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FOR THE MOST ENTERTAINING MOVIE EVER LABELED. 


MASTERPIECE.” 


PERG 
UDI 


SOARING, CROWD-PLEASI 


UNSWERVING LOVE. 


CHARD TIME 


REGAL CINEMAS 


SHOWCASE CINEMAS 


NOW PLAYIN DEDHAM COMMUNITY BELLINGHAM 14 A RANDOLPH 
Dedham 781-326-0409 Bellingham 800-326-3264 #443 Randolph 781-963-5600 

AMC LOEWS HOLLYWOOD HITS REGAL CINEMAS SHOWCASE CINEMAS 

BOSTON COMMON 19 PREMIERE THEATRE raw STADIUM 13 REVERE 

Boston 800-Fandango #730 Danvers 978-777-4000 Boston 617-424-6266 Revere 781-2 


AMC LA aK REGAL CINEMAS SHOWCASE CI 
FRAMINGHAM 16 KENDALL SQUARE INDEPENDENCE MALL 14 WOBURN 
Framingham 508-628-4400 Cambndge 617-499-1996 Kingston 800-Fandango #446 Woburn 781-933-5330 


REGAL CINEMAS 


SOLOMON POND MALL 15 


781-861-6161 Marlborough 800-326-3264 #448 


COOLIDGE CORNER 


Brookline 617-734-2500 


LEXINGTON FLICK 


Lexingto 


WEST NEWTON CINEMA 


West Newton 617-964-6060 
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want people see this show and 
think, ‘Okay, she’s gay, but have the 
Same issues, the same parent-child 


EST 
GOLD MOMMY QUEER 

THE ARTS’ CALDERWOOD 


DECEMBER 26-31 


queeres 


Judy Gold sounds off 


JIM SULLIVAN 


he stands 6’ 3”, and she’s Jewish, 
a lesbian, and the mother of two 


HOW DOES MOMMY QUEEREST DIFFER FROM 
QUESTIONS? It’s lot storytelling and 


boys. Some this may Basically, it’s about being gay 
but stand-up comic Judy Gold likes mom and growing with 


just want it out, over, and we’re done. It’s 
like you're at a party and think that guy has a 


Gold, who’s now 46, won Emmy Awards 
in 1998 and 1999 for co-writing and produc- 
ing The Rosie O'Donnell Show; she’s acted on Law 
@ Order and Lawe Order: SVU, and this Monday 


and after the show. 


lot of rage because of how unfair society is. I 
have to say stand-up is really the best way to 


twitch, and that’s all you focuson. Andifthe process rage. 
guy said, ‘Yeah, I have a twitch,’ then you'd 
done. There are more important things. SCALE 1-10, HOW PISSED OFF ARE YOU 
I'm very aware of how I look and who lam, THAT PROPOSITION 8 PASSED IN CALIFORNIA? 
and very comfortable with it.” Five hundred million. protested front 


the Mormon church [after passed], and 
my son was carrying a sign that said, “My 
two moms can beat your wives,” and 
{we had] another sign that said, “My mom’s 


(December 22) she’ll make her fourth ap- little bit country and other mom’s 
' \ pearance on The View. Last year, she was at little bit rock and roll.” It’s really interesting 
the Calderwood Pavilion with aone-woman kids. children have idea 
% ; she took on different characters and bal- see this show and think, ‘Okay, she’s gay, but 
4 anced saucy humor with poignancy. She still we have the same issues, the same parent- 
does that show, which she wrote with Kate child thing, mother’s annoying 
Moira Ryan, but what bringing the act, always hear the other side, ina 
% Calderwood this time is Judy Gold Is Mommy funny way, coming from my mother: “Why 
Queerest, a 70-minute stand-up comedy do you have to talk about it all the time?” 
show. She lives New York with her lover 
perfect that? older son Henry said, ORIENTATION CENTRAL YOUR was 
great, Mommy, now you can have never going performer who likes 
therapy hours not talk about being gay. But thought was 
boring, didn’t really have anything funny 
WITH KATHY GRIFFIN, YOUR MOTHER FAC- say, and didn’t want pigeonhole myself 
TORS HUGELY YOUR ACT. SHE’S OPINIONATED, gay comic. But having kids was huge. 
' \ @ BUTT OF JOKES. BUT YOU LOVE HER. IT SEEMS there’s anything wrong or different about 
RELATIONSHIP. does have their family. The only way can that act 
many layers. The most important thing is, like this normal. And feel that way. lam 
she does not get upset and loves and they should proud 
the act. don’t think many parents their parents well. And 
get see themselves through the eyes great relationship, too. 
their child, She does provide with lot 
material, not knowing that she’s doing HOW DOING COMEDY THEATER DIFFER- 
it. Joy Behar told me, “You know, Judy, once ENT FROM ACLUB? First of all, it’s different 
she goes, gonna have get new because they come attentive audience. 
act.” Thanks, Joy. It’s funny you have fight get their at- 
sense humor from mother, and see tention and fight keep their attention. 
everything can’t stand her me, Good stand-up translates incredibly well into 
acknowledge that. But she’selderlyandshe not fighting against people 
can’t come the shows anymore, and that’s bartenders and waitresses and 
the sad part. call her every day before blenders. speaking audience who 
4 


can read and think. © 
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SEVEN NAMES. 


SEVEN STRANGERS. 


ONE SECRET. 


DECEM 


CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOW TIMES SORRY, PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT 
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MADE EASY 
Listen Reply Singles FREE! 


cau Listen @) pate 
— 


Boston 
617.338.9990 

Brockton 
Framingham 508.663.2600 
Lowell 978.856.0855 
Peabody 


For other cities cai! (888) MegaMates 


PHONE SEX 


STRIPPERS 
4 


MAN MAN 


a J CODE! 9439 


ESCORTS 


TV/TS 


VISIT US ONLINE 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(688)MegaMates 18+ ©2008 Pc Lic 


CLUBS SPAS 


EROSPHERE 


ADULT PERSONALS 
Other Dating Lines 
per minute 
4 
617.423.6666 
Brockton 
Belmont 
4 at For other cites call 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ ©2008 Pc Lic 
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GREAT 
978-467-519 
OUTCALLS 
ror @T 


Sophisticated yet down earth. 
OUT calls 


Sexy 

college 


Your 
617-888-7447 
617-318-7441 


“om 


| for the ho | an 


olidays; can you recommenc 


Yes, Miss has something that will sure jingle your bells! Down from on-high 
fetish royalty, “The Baroness’, world renowned latex designer, has whole season 
kinky giving getting store for both her naughty and nice customers (though 
sense she really likes the naughty ones much better!). Here she tells what marks 
X-mas her calendar: “Everyone seems high spirits the 
lessly bad economic news—and doing part make your holidays 

rubbery, shiny, fun and affordable, starting with our Christmas special. Save 
your holiday shopping and feel festive you do: Wish (not just staff) 
Christmas!’ and you'll get 10% off anything the store, including already- 
reduced sale items. Shopping online? Enter your greeting the special instruc- 
tions section. For even larger discounts, come looking particularly festive 

red and green outfit, Santa suit elves’ getup even sing carol! You get the 
idea. Scrooges need not apply.” The Baroness’ shop has just the Ho! Ho! Ho! look 
you need. Mrs. Claus gets chased (and caught!) around the tree gift-wrapped 
skimpy, red latex dress trimmed white marabou with matching hat. Fashion-for- 
ward elves should deck their balls with red and green shiny latex full skirts, 
hats accented with lush faux fur. For carol party hosts, star wonder (and stay 
neat) holiday cocktail apron appliquéd with trees, bells and candy canes your 
choice Christmas red emerald green. Check out more merry-wear, hours and 
store location and make merry one! 


= a 
a 
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Send your questions to: 
COW 


BOMBSHELL 


Unforgettable 
Ask for Gesele 
617-271-9464 


— 


your late night 


limited 
seconds and are 

always anonymous. 


your night stories and thoughts. 


Brazilian 


617-406-7005 
and 


5'7 
155ibs 
38DDD-28-42 
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#1 1/33/60/16/28/33 
Hot body rub & body 
Shampoo by young coliege 
Korean & japanese sweet 
giris. In & Out 
781-217-3406 


Best body rub & shampoo by 

Japanese college sweet girls 

un & Out. Appointment Oniy. 
781-316-4665 


#1128 Asian Beauty 
Exit 34 


Pretty & friendly Chinese gir! 
offers full body professionai 
massage 
617-334-4501 


#1128 EXIT 23 
ASIAN TOUCH 


EZ RT2Z/2A/3 
Massage by japanese 
Masseuse 
3AM-3PM By Apot. 


378-394-804) 


#1128 NORTH 
ORIENTAL SWEETIE 


best massage 

body shampoo 

sweet professional 

masseuse Sam-3pm. 

by appt EZ 95/3/93. 
781-443-5687 


#1 ASIAN SWEETIE 
RT 3 & 128. Charming 
Asian girls ready to give 
you a relaxing full body 
massage 
617-752-8348 


#1 BEST BODY RUB 
Stop by and get a great rub. 
Open from 10am-8pm by 
appointment. 

Route 3 S., Exit 15. 
781-803-3288 


#1 DREAM GIRLS 
Very Lovely Asian 
iadles welcome you to 
experience the Ultimate 
massage. IN/OUT 
Quincy 

617-628-5693 


495 
ASIAN RUB 


North of Boston. 
Body Relax & Sharnpoo 
3AM-3PM By appt. 


508-844-3383 


GIRLS FOR THE 
PRICE ONE 


18-25 year old college coeds. 
All nationalities! Outcalls 
only. 24/7. 

617-905-6762 


ABSOLUTELY GORGEOUS 
Cum and explore the different 
flavors of ladies we have. 
Blondes Spanish, Asians, 
Brazilian, and more....From 
petite to really busty... So give 
us acall 

617-833-8059 


ABSOLUTELY SEXY 

Hot Asian girl S°6” 34C-24-36 
from Florida. Let's frolic & play 
together! iN Call LILY 
“82-617-451-1312 


AMERICAN BEAUTY 
38C-22-32, Blonde, Blue Eyes, 
Pretty & Patient. Low Rates. 
in/Outcalls. 617-818-6213 


ANGELA'S BACK! 
Visting one week. 
Downtown Boston. Hot 
blonde Brazilian femaie. 
38D-24-38 S'7. Speak Greek. 
617-423-1003 


Women wath class & 
beauty specializing in erotic 
sensuality. IN/OUT. 


857-221-7285 


ASIAN GIRLS 
Best Body Rub. You tried 
the rest now get the best. 
$3 SOUTH EXIT SA 


781-664-0432 


MODELS 


Come meet sexy beautiful 
exotic women to ease you. 
in/out. 
617-828-2950 


ASIAN PERSUASION 
All beautiful Asian girts. 


Relax and enjoy. 


(Best body rub) 93 south 
exit 8 


Call 781-300-1834 


!ASIAN PLEASURES 


QUINCY. 
Hot young Asian girts waiting 
to Meet you and give you a hot 
sensual massage. IN/OUT 


617-828-5633 


BODY BEAUTIFUL 

Tan toned body, long red hair, 
beautiful face, sexy lips 3600- 
24-34 lingerie, high heels, & 
into fantasies. incalls only. Also 
looking for pretty girlfriend 
781-289-3846 


EXTREME HOT 
PLEASURE 

Hi, | love to please you! I'm 
blonde, beautiful, mature 
& wear sexy lingerie. 36D- 
26-36. | keep your secret 
with me! Fantasy, x-dress, 
foot fetish, domination 

all welcome. in/OutCails. 
Boston area. Hiring*82- 


FIND WHAT YOU ARE 
LOOKING FOR! 
A beautiful woman! Lingerie/ 
latex, massage, early 40is. Nice 
& Thin, Hours: 10 AM to 7 PM 
daily. No. Shore, Goiden Hair, 
Tracy in/Local Out 
781-535-8743 
Give yourself a present. 
I'm pretty, sweet, and | 
love men. Smooth white 
skin. Very long thick hair. 
Blue eyes, 34D, sexy high 
heei boots. | love toys and 
fetishes. | really want to 
please you. 
617-543-4234 


I'M TEMPORARILY YOURS 
Boston's finest escort referral 
service. Visit our website at 
www. TempU.com to view 

our large selection of New 
Engiand’s most beautiful 
ladies! Ask about our special 
South Shore rates! 617-742- 


Mature, beautiful, kind, 
sensuous, patient. All natural 
redhead, nonsmoker. Photos 
online 

$260/hr $190 1/2hr 


617-595-8863 


MONDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL SPECIAL! 
Mention this ad and get $25 
off during game! Check out our 
beautiful girts online at www. 
TempU.com 617-742-1608 


NAUGHTY ASIAN 
SCHOOL GIRLS 
fetishes, lingerie, heels, 
toys, and more. Bad boys 
call us now. Outcail 24/7. 
Two girls special. Low rate 
before 10pm. 
“82-781-266-7123 


NEW GIRLS 
FENWAY 
857-284-3058 


NYLA 

Egyptian beauty with booty. 
125 Ibs of pure caramel 
delight. Busty 38DD (al! 
natural) in/Outcalls. Ask 
about holiday specials 
“82-781-417-9680 


PANCAKE 

57 122 ibs 368-23-35 Half 
Asian with nice curves 
Cail now! Incalls in the 
Boston area only 
*82-617-595-8357 


PETITE PLEASURES 
Good ‘girls’ core in small 
packages! 

Bionde Sinsation ~ 119 
Ibs., 34C-22. 

Ur early X-Mas Cifts await!!! 
Awl. 24/7 ~ OutCalis Oniy. 
781-215-1634 


“PS.: Ask about my girlfriends!" 


Ready & willing to fully 
please you and stimulate 
your senses. Hot, perfect, 

skilled & flawless Asian 

beauty everyweek. Loc: 

Border of NH/MA. Avail 

Sam-10pm 
“82-617-778-3404 


SEXY HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS *! 

Delicious sense of Eroticism 
that will have you crave our 
presence long after you say 
good-bye. 

2 girls for shows, massage. 
dom or fetish. 


“82-617-793-7786 


VIOLET 
petite, blond, S'3”, 110 Ibs, 
34B-24-34, 26 yrs, north shore 


617-742-1608 


days 


BODY BUILDER 


Men only. Discretion and privacy 


assured. Older men weicome. 


617-628-0378 


Book ALL Your Holiday 


R 
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always anonymous. 


Call the BOOTY 617-859-3260 
share your late night stories and thoughts. 


men seeking men 


ASIAN SHEMALE 


Layla. S'S 36C-25-36 very pretty 


sweet & soft spoken. If you'd 


like a nice time please call. Loc 


S. End. 


617-594-2753 


ASIAN TS WINDY 


S'6” 13Sibs 3800-28-38 seeking 


men for those who need the 
best. Loc: South end. 
617-938-8409 

AVA 


Sexy black treat. 34-24-34 


thephoenix.com/adu 


PRE-OP 
PASSIONATE. 
SENSUAL. FRIENDLY 
These 4 words perfectly 
describe me. Latina TS 
specializes in beginners. 


Feel the stress escaping 
from your body! 


with 8.5 reasons to be satisfied. 


Come get a taste of heaven. 


*in/Out* 


310-770-6406 


Only 
617-288-2505 


NORTH SHORE 
ASIAN SHE-MALE 
38D 


Ginger Pre-o 

fantasy 


LATINA 


FANTASY/ 
FETISH 


NAUGHTY OR NICE?II! 
Catt 617-337-5302 617- 
866-2317 


“Dominance At Its’ BEST! 
“Mistress Angetina™ will take you 
to the place. where your fantasies 
become BOSM REALITY! Safe & 
Orscreet. mns from downtown 
Boston and al! major routes: www 
bostonsmustress net 


ENTRE 
NOUS 


HOT SEXY 380 
Slim upscale fernaie 
Open-minded. ati 


fantasies. w/private home 
Very discreet 


603-425-0086 


PHONE 
FANTASY 


$10 BUCK PHONE SEX 
Live 1 on 1. 1-877-919-EASY 
(3279) 18+ 


A+ LOCAL and SINGLE! 
SF, 23 yrs. Cute.bionde. 

fit and loves a good time 

| love a guy with a great 
sense of humor, cute 
smile and a warm heart 

if you're looking for fun 

6 romance, I'm the one 
Are YOU the one? 

Call me NOW 


204.975.4103 


Must De 18+ 


BOSTON HOTTEST SEX 
TALK! 
1-888-404 


1-800-811-4048 


HARDCORE PHONE SEX 


Live 
1-800-785-2833 
1-800-960-4328 


18+ 


HOT LOCAL GUYS 


Listen & Respond FREE 


ALL 617-423 

Use FREE code 5697, 18+ 

or Visit Megamates com 
INTIMATE CONNECTIONS 


1-800-328-MEET (6338 
Real Horny 
1-800-251-4414 
1-900-323-0900 
BISEXUAL 
1-800-987-5253 


From 6% 18+ 


MEET LOCAL SINGLES 
Browse & Respond FREE 
617-338-9990 

Use FREE code 7202 


Visit Megamates.com. 18+ 


SIZZLING HOT PHONE 


WHERE SINGLES MEET 
Browse & Respond FREE! 
Straight 617-338-9990 
Gay/Bi 617-423-6666 


Use FREE code 7201, 18+ 


XXX Fantasy Personal XXX 
All lifestyles, kinks, Fetishes 
1-800-390-9377 
1-900-486-0300 

From 2.98/min 18+ 


ADULT 
EMPLOYMENT 


ESCORTS WANTED 

Busy service is seeking 
attractive and reliable ladies 
with incall situation who want 
to take advantage our our 
upscale clientele. Great 


fernale-owned and operated 
Safe & Discreet. 617-742- 


1608 won Tempu com 


HAVE SEX, GET PAID! 

New, Adult Film Employment 
Guide. Earn $S000/wk locally 
Call for FREE information (24/7) 
1-818-487-5596 
$34.95 to GPI-Direct 5859 W. 
Saginaw Hwy #175, Lansing, Mi 


48917 (AAN CAN) 
MILLIONAIRES ESCORTS 


ark in the escort business. 


ng upscale attractive 

ladies & gentiernen for high 
end escort agency. Last week 
our top male escort earned 
$15,500. Top female earned 


$21,500 for the week. Big 


money $, nice cars. Financia’ 


becoming an escor 


must be available to tr 
Date the rich $ & get rict 


Orivers also needed 


201-256-7208 
347-567-1441 


XXX 
RETAIL 


LINGERIE MODELING 
We have many adult toys & 


available For purchases 


over $50 you can have your 


prie modeied for you by one 
of our beautiful girls. Come 
check us out today! Black Lace 


Lingerie, 318 Squire Road 


Revere. www MyBlacklace com 


781-286-3070 


UNLIMITED 


USAGE 
Other Dating Lines charge 
per minute 
| 
Boston 
617.423.6666 
Brockton 


Framingham 508.663.2400 


Lowell 978.856.0856 
Peabody 
Belmont 


Want to attract people to your website? 


has web ad solutions to pit your needs & budget. 


617-425 266 


Visit Us Online 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(688)MegaMates 18+ ©2008 Pc ic 


wanna 


for more. 
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Sheila — tall sexy brunette ikg for men 
with big c"cks. Box 84172 (xp3/4) 
SERVICE A WELL ENDOWED C°CK 
WM, bi, Styo, 5°11", 178ibs, seeking a 
large c’ck to suck. Box 92241 (xp3/3) 
NIPPLE & C°CK sucking 

Lkng for a cross dresser or she male 
to kiss, lick and suck off. Loves heels 
& lingerie. Can HOST. 

Box 51211 (xp3/3) 

TALL BEAR 

Lg to travel and hook up with older 
dom men. Mod hairy Box 50311 
(xp3/3) 

NEVER BEEN WITH A MAN 

Looking for a full time relationship with 
a GWM. Box 85321 (xp3/3) 

BEST HEAD EVER 

Pretty cross dresser ikng 4 a steady 
boyfriend with a big c*ck. Ph#inci. Box 
39252 (xp3/3) 

GIVING HEAD 

45yo, heavy set, looking to give head 
on a regular basis. Box 92832 (xp3/2) 
LET'S Hookup 

Bi guy 55 yo, looking to travel and 
hookup with some cider men 60yo+ 
Box 50311 (xp3/2) 

DADDY will Worship You* 

Daddy's likes to worship young guys. 
especially their big c"cks & bodies. 
You won't be disappointed. 75981 
(xp3/2) 

Sub C/D 

50yo WM, clean discreet dom N. of 
Boston. Lkg4 sub c/d who need good 
spankings as weil as training and dis. 
cipline. Must travel. Box 33952 (xp3/2) 
JERK OFF BUDDY 

38yo, bi curios WM, looking for a BM. 
bottom for mutual masturbation. Box 
77622 (xp3/1) 

A FEW GOOD TOP MEN 

29 y/o. 7in cut. 4 collar 
workers 24-48, to have a good time 
Can HOST. Box 61292 (xp3/1) 
HAIRY MEN WANTED 

GM, 40's generous to men with a lot 
of body hairy. Ph#inc! Can Host. Box 
92451 (xp2/28) 

TOP LOOKING 4 BOTTOM 

Bi Curious, 48yo, lonking for a bttm to 
take it in deep, between 18 and 35yo. 
Box 92341 (xp2/28) 

FEM BOTTOM 

Avg SWM, 4tyo, 5'6, 155ibs, st8 act 
ing but discretely fem. Total bttm & 
oral Box 49691 (xp2/28) 

FIRST EXPERIENCE 

Looking for first experience with a 
man, she male, or cross dresser 

Box 61132 (xp2/27) 

RUN A TRAIN 

Looking 4 a threesome for my FIRST 
time. Box 61131 (xp2/27) 

SUCK On You 

Bi 32 grt shape. Athletic. Big cock 
Clean discreet wanting to hook up 
with bi guy. Lkg to suck cock. 10111 
(xp2/27) 

LOOKING 4 MARRIED MAN 
57yo,SWM, looking for a couple. He 
wants to suck your c"ck while your 
woman's foot plays with his a’s. 

Box 42522 (xp2/27) 

italian STALLION 

talian, dark, mid hairy, nicely hung. 
Box 40971 (xp2/27) 

PRETTY SEXY 

43yo, 6ft, 220ibs, Bin cut c*ck, sub 
cross dresser lkng 4 a boytriend, who 
can host. Box 17012 (xp2/27) 
RAUNCHY GOOD TIMES 

Looking for water sports guys into 
raunchy good times. Box 65272 
(xp2/27) 

DRESS SEXY 4 ME 

43y0, 180ibs. looking for submissive 
passable, feminine. she maies or cross 
Gressers who can travel 

Box 49712 (xp2/27) 


Bi MWM, 225ibs, very clean, ikng 
4 for a Sugar Daddy. 55+ New to this. 
Box90772 (xp2/27) 

VIRGINAL 

Lkng 4 a she male or TS with big tits 2 
break my ass in. Box 52152 (xp2/27) 
EAT,LICK,PENETRATE 

35yo, total bottom looking 4 a guy 

to eat, lick & penetrate. Box 11071 
(xp2/26) 

BOTTOM WANTED 

33yo, 6°3", 185ibs TOP, has a boy- 
friend ikng 4 a bottom to join them. 
Box 90921 (xp2/26) 

SKULL F*cked PREPPY 

Middie aged bind/biu 6"1 185ibs. 

7.5” cut, preppy btm ikg2 blow & deep 
throat, swallow & be skull fcked. Box 
11222 (xp2/26) 

Horny C*CKSUCKER 

GWN, Straight Acting. Like | said, 
horny c’ck sucker. Box 34331(xp2/26) 
SERVICE You 

45yo bi Ikg4 older who wants 2 get 
serviced till compietion on reg basis. 
Can host. Box 84411 (xp2/25) 

HEAD TO TOES 

Looking for some mutual fun. Enjoys 
all kinds of fun. Box 89111 (xp2/24) 
KINKY SUBMISSIVE BEAR 

Lkg 4 someone who want to get 
2gether one on one. Love to give oral 
Box 89112 (xp2/24) 

NASTY BOOTS 

Lkg 4 cross dresser who likes boots. 
skirts, business surts. Rly likes dress 
ing like a woman. Meet you and talk 
Do all sorts of nasty ti 

190ibs. Box 86601 (xp 

SUB 2 SUCK 

38yo, sub 2 suck c*ck 4 masc. 
dom. into minor S&M.. Box $2131 
(xp2/24) 

DISCIPLINE 

Dave WM dark hair/biue 5°10 mous 
tache 180!bs meet guys into 
giving and/or receiving re btm 
Spankings discipline and role play 
Box 16342 (xp2/24) 

SPOIL You 

30's well proportioned M Ikg2 screw 
pet ne bttm. Can Host. Box 78611 
(xp2/23) 

STEADY BOYFRIEND 

5°8", clean down below, bottorn look- 
ing for a steady boyfriend. Box 40641 
(xp2/22) 

TAKE MY ASS 

40yo attractive man 6°3 dark hair grn 
eyes. Thick 9". | get off with playing 
with couples. While | do her You take 
me from behind and Mck me. Box 
89322 (xp2/22) 

HOT Bi Man 

Lkng to watch some hot porno & suck 
some big c*ck. Box 90741 (xp2/22) 
AVAILABLE 24/7 

Age and race open. Always available 
Can host. Box 78462 (xp2/22) 
ORAL & ANAL 

Bi WM, mid 30's, Bin uncut c"ck, look 
ing for good looking guys between 
20yo to 50's. Will Travel. Box 10712 
(xp2/20) 

BIG C°CKS 2 GANG BANG ME 

Bi MM. ikng 4 @ gangbang. Want 2 or 
more big C"cks in my ass at the same 
time. Box 90632 (2/20) 

DESIRE SUB BOTTOMS 

Top looking 4 sissy sub bottoms 2 
Gress in women's clothing. Box 11051 
(xp2/19) 

ADORE TV/TS's 

Looking for sexy, passable, TV/TS or 
cross dresser. Box 46652 (xp2/19) 
GAY MEN ONLY 

Looking for GM 58yo & Up, com- 
pletely shaved c*ck & balls. Very oral 
Can HOST 

Box 52932 (xp2/19) 


TOP 

Browr/green. hairy, and versatile. 
More top than bottom but will do any- 
thing. Box 99231 (xp2/19) 

NUDIST 

in shape btn Lkg 4 older aggressive 
tops. Box 65431 (xp2/19) 

WORKS OUT OFTEN 

5°10", attractive, well endowed, in 
shape ikng 4 well endowed in shape 
guys. Box 92022 (xp2/19) 

TEACH ME HOW! 

29yo, shaved head, tatts, looking to 
learn how to give head. Box 92062 
(xp2/18) 

Bi URGES 

Married, bi curious ikng 2 give his first 
hand job and blow job. Box 72162 
(p2/18) 

LOOKING 4 BOTIOM 

5°10", 215ibs, looking for she male 

or cross dresser. Fun with no strings 
attached 

Box 57491 (xp 2/18) 

TOP OR BOTTOM 

Likes cum, sucking c"ck, new to this 
but learning. Willing to travel. Ph#inc! 
Box 92392 (xp2/18) 

WILL JACK U OFF 

SOyo ikrig 4 very well hung c’cks 2 
jack off. The bigger the better. Will 
Travel. Box 82931 (xp2/18) 

2 BOYS? 

Lg for 2 young gay men. Willing to do 
anything to you. Box 43092 (xp2/17 
HUNG will TRAVEL 

Discreet masc, bi-MWM. 6'1 190ibs. 
?"cut. Looking to t 
bi-men Box 57472 (xp2/17) 
TWINK BOYS A PLUS 

26yo, Dom top, looking for sub bot 
toms, looking to 

Box 40401 (xp2/1 

D*ck & H"le For the EATIN’ 

In shape nice a’s want it to get eaten 
Want 2 suck big d"cks. Lkg4 
company. Box 16542 (xp2/17) 


Dorchester area. 24yo, bi/latino look 
ing for sexy bottoms. Box 60002 
(xp2/16) 

TRAIN ME 

Sub WM. 50 yo. kg 4 dom man. 
woman or couple 2 train me. Lg 2b 
forced 2 cross dress. Willing 2 accept 
discipline. Box 78332 (xp2/16) 
SPANK ME 

Cock and bail work then tie me up 

| can host. Clean, discreet, healthy 
CAN HOST. Box 56362 ixp2/16) 
VERY ORAL 

Bi 48yo, 5°9", 190ibs. thick c*ck, 
bubble ass, vers. Bttm tkng 4 safe & 
clean tun. Box 67492 (xp2/16 
DOWN Low 

hazel eye. looking for a well hung 
black man.. Holler at me. Box 63901 
xp2/15) 

SUCK & B SUCKED 

SOyo, WM, ikng to suck & b sucked 
Enjoys pornos. Box 55491 (xp2/15) 
PRETTY BOTTOM 

48yo, 320ibs. likes to Gress 
gerie. Wants to be with a man. Box 
85902(xp2/1 4) 

DRESS LIKE A WOMAN 

Like to wear pantyhose, high heels. 
and short skirts. Nice legs. Box 29802 


College student 4 a het in 
shape man who knows what he wants 
Box 90961 (xp2/13) 

TWINS WANTED 
24 y/o wel hung guys. 6. Big 11” cut 
So hot & sexy. Phtinc!. Box 810 


(p2/13 


Sub boy dresses up 4 u. Smooth 
shaved 8". Give me a spanking!. Box 
1701 1p2/13) 
SEX TOY LOVER 
Cross dresser, looking for Daddies, or 
bi cunous men. Loves to be seduced 
& played with 
Box 87872. (xp2/12) 
GREAT LEGS 
49yo, 6°2", 180ibs. cross dresser lkng 
4 someone to cum over. Box 91571 

Oress Up For YOU 
Lkg for older guy to have fun with. | 
fixe to wear women's underwear. Box 
75382(xp2/12) 
SHAVED 
6’, 180ibs, Totally shaved. Subrmssive 
into water sports oral & anal. Box 
83601 (xp2/12) 
BE 50+ 
WM, 60s, 6". dark hair moustache 
ip or LTR. Will return ail 
calls. Box 71781 (xp2/12) 
Love To suck 
58", bubbie butt, smooth body, 8 Sin 
cut c*ck, looking for some fun. Box 
64941 (xp2/10) 
IN A PUBLIC WAY 
BM, cross dresser 
looking for bottoms or 
for some pubic fun 
Box 85482 (xp2/10) 
WANTS MORE 
165ibs, str6 act 
relationsiup. Not 


size package 
oss dresser 


tlove CUM 

| never let a load go without gown 
my throat. So jerk me off. Box 5 

C/ 70 PHONE GAMES 

Lg 4 sub cross dressers 4 role play 
Box 52792 (xp2/9) 


SHE MALE 

Lexi 3Syo She Male. HOT!!! Box 79972 
(xp2/9) 

OLDER Men? 

Lkg for someone 45+, | am 60 very 
oral and passionate. Box 41661 
(xp2/8) 

MUTUAL 69 

GWM, sub. early 60's 4 a mutual 
69.Shaved bails a plus. Box $9311 
(xp2/8) 

HOT YOUNGER BROTHER 

37yo, bi WM, 6°1", 220ibs, masc. likes 
to work out. Ling for fit 18 to 26yo 
Quys. Box 83091 (xp2/7) 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

44yo, looming to meet sorneone to 
hang out with and see where it goes 
trom there. Box 10111. (xp2 

MAN TO MAN ACTION 

MW Di guy into water sports kkng 4 
hot man to man action. Box 89301 
(xp2/7) 

SEEKING HUNG 

27yo, bi WM, 5'9", 130ibs, well 
endowed, kkng to meet other br WM 
who are hung. Box 75872 (xp2/7) 
LOVE BLACK C°CK 

WW. 5'4" 145ib. Dark hair, dark eyes. 
cut. Shaved. Lkg 4 GIANT Black 
c’ck. Box 76152 (xp2/6) 

Bi GUY LOOKING 

37yo, bi MW, loves weanng stock 
mir shirts and nigh heels. Box 
36742 (xp2/6) 

DOWN with ANYTHING 

St yo WM. looking 4 be 

couples. down with ar 


NEW to the SCENE 
Bi MWM new to the scene looking for 
a gentie cub to experiment with, inex 
perience a + Box 74942(xp2/6) 
Kinky SUBMISSIVE 
Lg 4 someone who want to get 
2gether one on one. Love to give oral 
Box 891711 (xp2/6) 
TO PARTY & PLAY 
39yo, BM, thick Bin c*ck, smooth. 
musc, build, with a Dubble butt. Can 
Host. Box 92552 (xp2/5) 
LONG TERM WANTED 
GWN\, cross dresser lookipg 4 a she 
male, TS/ TV tor long term relation 
ship. Ph#inct. Box 92561 (xp2/5) 
THICK 
Bicurious. Late 40yo. Weill-hung. Lkg 
for the sane for a good time. Box 
111991 (xp2/4) 
COMPLETION 
MWM 46, mustache. Top wants 
taken tc mpletion. Box 41462 
(xp2/4) 
THREESOMES 
40yo, 5°6", bi, vers. Looking for fur 
with toys, big c’cks, & threesomes 
Box 60861 
LOOKING 4 COMPANY 
47yo, 6°, 24 
bails looking 
«02/3 
SOOTHE Me 
Lag to meet someone 
nervous. Soothe me. Box 
Cail Me 
aMes 3 meet s eone special 
enjoy ts, cooking, etc. Box 82581 
xp2/3) 
LOVE 2 SERVICE C°CK 
2Syo, en ys lingene & dildos. Lov 
oral & anal. Box 
WILD & KINKY 
130ibs, totaily submissive 
Spread my ass 4 nave your way Box 
2 (xp2/2) 

FIRST TIME 

38yo, 190ibs, well hung, looking for 
a first time with a weil hung, bi guy 
o Tv/TS 
Box 92502 (xp2/2 
WANTS 2 SUCK 
55yo, loves to si 
me a calli Bo«90281 


GWM. 6ff, tkng to suck hot, hung. 
c"ck. Ass play possible. Will Travel 
Box 90282 (xp2 

LIKES to get OFF 

Man with smail c’ck likes to get off 
Box 77021 (xp2/1) 

B KINKY WITH ME 

Bi WM, vers. Bottom, looking to 
expenment with toys & couples. Box 
92362 (xp2/1) 

Heavy and HAIRY? 

Stim, smooth, 5°10 175ibs. Lkg4 the 
husky hairy chubby butids out there 
Box 80201 (xp2/1) 

MAN OR WOMAN 

MWM, bi seeks partner 4 mutual 
oral, anal & cuddling. Will Travel. Box 
59102 (xp1/31) 

HORNY TONIGHT 

Lng to s"ck c"ck, swallow cum & get 
my ass eaten. Box 91422 (xp 1/31) 
Tin WANTED 

Looking for a Top with a 7in c*ck 

Ail Fantasies weicome. Can Host or 
Travel 

Box 79112 (xp1/31 

| Want An AUDIENCE 

Want my 2b s"cked then I'l go 
at it on you as well. in front of your 
girttriends? Box 20812 ixp1/31 
SMALL FEET PLEASE 

WM, 57yo, ikng 4 a smooth, sub, total 
bottom w/smaill feet. Will travel Sout 
of Bostor 

Box 920 


SUB Bottom 

Submissive bottom big low hanging 

balls. You should be very dominating 

Box 87361 (xp1/30) 

BABY, | GOT [Tit 

Looking for a real good time with ass. 

mouth and c’ck Box 76021 (xp1/30) 

CUM TOGETHER 

SOyo, looking to watch porn & jerk off 

together. Box 67942 (xp 

LOVE C°CK 

50yo sub btm. into light bondage, dis 

cipline. Love cock & swallowing cum. 

inci. Box 46621 (xp 1/29) 

LUCK ME 

| ike getting licked all over then 

fcked. Box 7 2 (xp1/29) 

SUCK it 

Lkg2 s*ck on hard c’ck. Shove it up 
ght Good looking. 

Very horny. Box 36591 (xp1/29) 

BOTTOM SLUT 

Hot, CO, Loves dressing sexy & slutty 

Lng 4 an aggressive Dom. Box 91882 


Se! XY FUN 


ve TV. 5'8 


for some sexy tun. Be 


FANTASIES cum TRUE 

masc t 
CUM TO ME 
Lng to supply great ora! ser 

lege jocks. Can HOST. 
Lkg for OLDER MAN 
170 ibs. bI/DI. Exceiler 
shape. 58+ or older gay cour 
for some fun. Box 62741 (xp1/27) 
EXPERIENCE 
Looking for a fem man or c 
Gresser for fi 
11032 (xp1/27 
An TOP 
Likes to party. Looking for baid 
shaved Black men. Lookng to give 
and receive. Box 51842 
(xp 1/26) 
BOTTOM BOY For You To Play With 
Lkg for 60+. Tom, 47 y/o bottom guy 
Boston area. Open minded and ur 
hibited. Box 97772 (xp1/2é 
MUTUAL ORAL PLEASURE 
53yo, BIWM, 6'2", 210ibs tor 
mutual oral pleasure. Box 66152 


32y/o 


time expenence. Box 


6) 
D/D FREE 

bi WM, vers., tatts, d/d tree 
jooking for a TS/TV of fern boy for 
some fun 
Box 92462 (xp 1/26) 
TICKLE & MILK 
Ling to be tied down, tickled & mi 
by two or more hairy armed men. Box 
55632 (xp 1/26) 
FOOT FETISH 
45yo, MW, 6'2", looking to go dowr 
on a guys feet. Recip. OK. Box 10971 
(xp 1/25) 
Muscular top DAD 
Lig 4 live hook up w/ musc. bi Dir 
boys who like 2 service c"ck Box 
70572 (xp1/25) 
ASS EATING GROUPS 
Lkg for guys into ass eating. Tops or 
bottoms welcome. Also into groups. 
Box 62192 (xp1/25) 
SPANK Me 
Vers btm lkg 4 strong, dominant 
well-hung guys. Love good spanking 
Préinci. Box 67541 (xp1/25) 
| GIVE GREAT BLOWJOBS 
Easy going. 5°10" brn/bm. Love gi 
blowjobs. if you the head, call me 
Box 57662 (xp2/4) 


your 


$2.89 


per minute 


SEXY Brunette B MY SUGAR DADDY Spank Me DADDY 
= = 
= 
: BIWM, ikng 4 guys who like to wear q 
nyions & watch XXX . Mutual mast aan 
nci. Box 45962 (xp1/28 
Attract t king for a 
j 
| 
= SEXY BOTTOMS 
= 
— ASS PLAY POSSIBLE 
HOT BRAZILIAN 
= 78642 («p2/6) a 
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DATING 
Want get MADE EASY 
nasty with you! Listen Reply Local Singles FREE 
Boston 
617.338.9990 
Brockton 774.776.7007 
Framingham 508.663.2600 
Lowell 978.856.0855 
For other cities (888) MegaMates 


FREE 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888)MegaMates 18+ ©2008 


800-676-6605, 


“ 
Creaw/ debit cards accepted 
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EROSPHERE 


EROSP 
Best Personals 


your 


call 800.314.7958 


— 


ARE THE 
RUNT THE LITTER? 
Respond and Stunning black vixen, 29, 
the cos seeks submissive male who 
your phone, for having “tiny member’, 
will laugh you, tease 


you and use you because 
you know you deserve it, 
“rat Sincere. Discreet. 


PRETTY SMART 
you need some reliable 
advice more? I’m expe- 
rienced, classy lady who can 
help you. 


SPICY LATINA 

27, 36D, love 
toys and want 
ment with man who has 
boundaries. Make 
scream ecstasy and will 
retum the favor. All men wel- 
come, but the bigger the bet- 
ter. 


SORORITY GIRL 
NEEDS SCHOOLING 
hair, green eyes, 
boys and need powerful 
older man show some 
new tricks. I’m open any- 
thing, teach lesson. 


CARE FOR YOU 
Petite Asian, 22, want man 
serve. Very tight prefer 
penis. Like older man. 
Care for and care for 
you and take care your every 
need. Like naughty man and 
enjoy lots sex. Call and 
won't sorry. 


FIRST TIME 

New this but want make 
worth it. DWF, 33, with 
wild side. Seeking profes- 
sional the 30-40 age 
range. really like anal and 
role pla but willing 
fantasies. 


SAVE MONEY! 


otal disc nas: ure’ 


Only $40 

min.- Only 
min.- Only $100 
min.- Only $125 


BIG, BUSTY, AND 
BEAUTIFUL 
may larger woman but 
that just means more love 
spread around. love giving 
head and want fulfill your 
Just make sure you 
can last all night. 


GIVE ORAL 
And you will receive. SWF, 
26, who loves going 
public places. Looking for 
someone just adventur- 
ous. Interested 
men only for now. 


MISTRESS FANTASIES 
won't tell your wife. SWF 
looking for married man 
fool around with. Any age 
body type, just forbidden. 
will all the things she wont 
allow and more. 


but want break free and 
get wild with tattooed and 
pierced tough guy. Looking 
for males between and 
who are heavily modded. 
don't have anything myself 
but maybe you can change 
mind. 


NTS 


SEEKING 
SUBMISSIVE LADY 
Task master. Single white 
professional male, 56, 
seeks pretty submissive 
lady for bondage. Safe, dis- 
creet. Experience and toys. 


GREAT 
STRAIGHT MEN 


Masculine, attractive, dis- 
creet, GWM, D&D free wants 
give great free 
attractive straight 
men. Have place Rl. 
Rough, force full ok. 


WOMEN 
t 
W 
4 
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***** 
Produced by Evil Angel, Directed by Brad Armstrong 


a Your journey begins as the glowing “Angel” (Jessica Drake), 
-" ~_— who failed to watch over a young woman, is stripped of her 
wings and then sentenced to a life in the underworld. She ends 
y% up experiencing the darker side, and engages in highly erotic 
& encounters, such as orgies, that cause sheer pleasure in hopes 
a to overcome the pain. She also gets caught up in situations, 
Uw such as trading the chance to feel like she's flying again, and 


*We rent ALL the new 
releases from: 

Evil Angel 
Vivid 
Private Video 
Digital Playground 
Zero Tolerance 
Red Light District 
Much Much More! 


having to ‘pay’ by blowing the taxi driver. Later on, there is 

even an interaction in stripping booths, where “Angel” finds a 
‘newbie’ with tattooed wings that helps her to start to see 
the light again. Scenes like these are arousing, as we see 
“Angel” at some of her lowest, 

yet most enticing points. 


The story takes a twist when “Angel” is touched by “Keith” (Brad Armstrong), at an incidental meeting 
that ends up at the start of a highly passionate, soulful relationship. This kind of sex is a bit less 
demoralizing and more heavenly, but when secrets unfold about their past, their relationship threatens 
to unravel as well. While feelings of love are back on the horizon, there are twists of fait that occur 
which causes “Angel” to call upon the spirits that once guided her. From here on, you will find the 
answer to her calls. 


Colored with deep and dark, as well as sensual and intimate moments, this film shows sex in all forms, 
and in ail different scenarios, whether that be shared amongst a straight couple, many 

strangers, or a few friends with benefits. The story itself is captivating, and the actors are shown in the 
most stunning light possible. Beautifully packaged with a collection of four high definition dvds to keep 
you intoxicated with sheer pleasure, this erotic masterpiece goes above and beyond your typical por 
flick. Jessica Drake shows herself as the star she is with an incredible performance, as she interacts 
with other high profile characters, such as Jenna Haze and Elektra Blue. Brad Armstrong is a brilliant 
director that captures the best film quality that is sure to stimulate both the body and mind. 


Selection 
Novelties Magazines 


The Lowest Prices Around! 
Visit our Media Center sample our Videos 


“Taboo Lovers Ensiaved” **** 
Produced by Hustler, Directed by Liam and 


q 

you like hot, rough, and naughty? Then “Taboo Lovers 
submissive is greatly present throughout this video. Fully 
indulging in latex, whips, chains, and all things kinky, while 

taking on various roles such as straight up master & servant = 
or dominatrix & sub interactions.. or bringing us into role play > Feta 
mode with a sexy, mischievous maid & curious home-owner. a 
While extreme fetish pieces such the “human bird cage” are your 
(Miss Adventure recently wrote about this!) were used, q 4 
these were used in a way to help embellish the interactions —— ee 

| amongst the sexy characters at play. This film features 


hot submissive types such as: Dana DeArmond, Madison 
Young, Aiden Starr, and Kendra James who do a well done 

job with taking commands, being tied up, receiving whippings and spankings, 
as well as spreading their legs and waiting to take in fully what their master has to give them. With 
“Taboo Lovers Ensiaved", we are left to explore the wild side of sex and Hustler has done a masterful 
job at engaging the audience in this “XXX thriller’. : 


thephoenix. 


“Pacific 
Produced by ‘His 4 Hours’ 


Apparently this porn is our guide to gay paradise. Complete 
with pineapples as well as rimming & bum-hole fucking right 
an the cover, | thought that there would be a little more 
tropical paradise involved in this pom. But, the results were 
not as fruity as it appeared. Regardless, if you swing that 
way, you will probably get off on it because it features four 
hours of hard core action to keep you coming back for more! 
This is a classic pom, with scenes of a sailor boy's surprise 
party, policemen taking a break from work, and a roommate 
looking for a new piace that will make him feel truly at home, 
are ali on the horizon for “Pacific Rim". There are loads 
of hot actors such as Chris Stone, Curt Steele, and Dan 
Legreid, anc there are loads of loads! So make yourself a 
nice, big mai tai, grab your package, and get ready for four 
_ hours of fun — just add your own pineapple if you'd like it 
extra tropicail 
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EMBER 19, 


ADULT 
MASSAGE 


#1 128 JAPANESE 
COLLEGE SWEETIES 
Hot body massage 6 body 
shampoo by japanese 
Cotlege sweet girls 
Appomtment Only. in & 


Out 781-316-4665 


#1 128 NORTH ASIAN 
MAGIC 
EZ Rt. 95/93/3. Young & 
Sweet japanese girls wil! 
offer you a wonderful 
massage and shampoo By 
3am 
81-443-5687 


1 AMAZING 
JAPANESE SWEETIES 
Best body rub & body 
shampoo by young 
japanese & Korean sweet 
college giris. Near rt 
1/93/60/28/99 by appt 
in & Out. 
781-217-3406 


#1 ASIAN 
BELLINGHAM 
Enchanting Asian beauties 
provide delightful comfort 
$70/he. Exit 18 off 495 
508-802-8273 


ASIANS 


RT 495 EXIT 38 
EZ 3/3A/4 
Body Rud 
Appt. only 

508-844-3389 


#1 BEST BODY WORK 
MASSAGE 

Barely legal girts Female 
masseuses give to you 
great deep tissue touch 
and Oriental beauties serve 
you. You will feel very good 
and safe Unforgettable 
experience with hot towel! 
with every hour massage 
347-701-8880 | 


Braintree 


ANGEL on Rt. 2 


128/95/2A 
West of Cambridge 
Body relax. 
Body Shampoo 
By appt onty 
378-994-8041 


ASIAN TUINA 
THERAPY 
CENTER 


Weicome to our Asian 
Tuina Therapy Center. Cail 


378-739-8429 


BEST MASSAGE WEST 
OF CITY 

a.m-8 p.m 

CLEAN & PRIVATE 
617-332-5323 


BLISSFUL 
MASSAGE 


All beautiful Asian girls 
near Boston Medical Center 


617-222-0472 


CHINESE GIRL 


Cood Massage 
North Quincy 
857-221-2363 


CHINESE YOUNG 

GIRLS 

Best Massage Appts near 
Chinatown 


781-630-3471 


coop 
TRADITIONAL 
MASSAGE TAIWAN 
Sweet beautiful girls. Best 
massage. Near Boston 
Chinatown 10am-lipm 


617-756-3712 


GRAND NEW OPENING 
BEST MASSAGE 
MEDFORD 
617-820-6688 


GRAND OPENING 
MASSAGE 
Oriental beauties in 
Somerville 


857-234-9016 


MIRACLE WHOLE BODY 
RUB 

Massage for pain & stress 
relief. Maiden Cail 
781-324-6888 


NEW ASIAN 
PROFESSIONAL 
MASSEUSE 


Deep tissue therapy 
Chinatown 


617-708-5201 


NEW ASIAN 
PROFESSIONAL 
MASSEUSE 


Montvale Ave, Stoneham 
Call 


781-273-2778 Stonenam 


T SERVICES 


TRADITIONAL 
CHINESE 
MASSAGE 


Best way to relax and 
rejuvenate your stress 
and pain 
Nea: Boston Chinatown 
617-981-0698 


725 Branch Ave. 
Suite 
Providence 


Body Rub 

Asian Body Work 

Massage Therapy 

Stone 
(licensed) 


| Relaxing body | 
massage 


Chinatown 
toston 


(617) 
997-9856 


, 


BALI DAY 


204 Westminster St. floor, Providence, 
BODY RUB DRY SAUNA 


BODY SHAMPOO 


DAYS WEEK 10AM MIDNIGHT 


401-274-3773 


pleasant and atmosphere with very 


Come treat your 


body right... 


Dry Sauna 

Body Shampoo 
Oriental Style 
Body Rub 


PRIVATE PARKING & ENTRANCE IN BACK 


375 Admiral Street 


Providence, 


Body Work 
Shampoo 


rn > 2 Pontiac Ave, Providence RI 
401-919-0655 
Private parking and entrance in the back. 


straight onto Roger Williams Ave. 
(across from JOB LOT/Corner and Reservoir) 


BALI DAY SPA 


EXIT 
DOWNTOWN 


DIRECTIONS: 

FROM 1-95 

Take Exit 22A- Downtown 
Turn Right Francis St. 

Turn Left Dorrance St. 
Turn Right Westminster St. 


3 
4 ; att AT 617 50. 
THEPHOENIX.COM/ADULT, 
FOREVER YOUNG SPA 
: 
y 
4 
THE 
oungtoreverspa.com } 
401-831-8818 
WESTMINSTER ST. 
Pa 
Boston 02215 
‘2nd Floor Unit 617-682-6828 


Special 


(OFF BROAD STREET) 


South: 

Toke exit onto 

North: 
Toke exit for 
Tum left Ave 


3 
401.721.9974 
508 Armistice 

Pawtucket 


— 7, 


FROM 
Exit 2a Merge Onto 

Ave 

I (1a South)2 Miles 
Right 

Armistice Lecated 

immediately 

Right Side 


= 


Seeking erotic encounters? 
Looking for some fun? 
Have fantasy you want live out? 
fetish explore? 


PAN SPA 


SAUNA AND Rus 
TABLE SHOWER 


Take RT 95 to exit 18 (Thurbers Ave). Keep right at the fork in the ramp. Follow Thurbers Ave (west) for 1/2 
mile. Tum left onto Broad St. 1021 Broad Street is on the right, 2nd floor. Private parking behind building. 


MAIN STREET SPA 


1185 North Main St. 
Providence, 


401.453.6677 


MINUTES AWAY FROM EXIT 
OFF INTERSTATE 


SAUNA 
STEAM 
www.northmainstreetspa.com 
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The Busty Blonde Over Films 


Michelle McLaren 
THIS WEEKEND 


LIVE UNCENSORED 


Christmas Party 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21st 

20% OFF Dancer Apparel 
next the Cadillac Lounge 

200 Ali-Nude Cadillac Showgirls 
Couples Welcome Over 

Free Admission 


Visit Our Sister Club Downtown Providence: 


THE SATIN DOLL 


Admission With Parking Receipt 


361 Providence, clubs Adult Store Listings 
401-521-SHOW all your senses, thephoenix.com/adult 


www.Myspace.com/ClubFantasies 
Sims Ave Providence, 
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ADULT 
ADULT STORE AND ONLINE SHOPPING WOMEN 


MASSACHUSETTS 
1258 BOYLSTON 135 KING 
DEDHAM EASTERN AVE PITTSFIELD 102) SOUTH 
423 MYSTIC AVE WALTHAM 465 MOODY 

BELMONT WEYMOUTH SAME DAY SHIPPING for Orders 


(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. STVLES MAY VARY) 


2 
Your Premiere Adult Holiday Shopping 
—_ 
tee: ‘ 4 


ACCESSORIES 
EVERYONE 
Especially 
you 


INFOR 


Rock 


CORVETTE EXCHANGE 
SALEM, 


sell for 


& 
SS | 


a 


Just as comfy as our classic hoodies, 
with an oversized fit, winged sleeves 
and dual side pockets. Fashion meets 
function. See this unisex style and 
other winter wear in stores and on 
our website. 


Retail Locations: 


Back Bay 

138 Newbury St 

(E. of Dartmouth St.) 
Phone: (617) 536-4768 


Newbury Street—Con 
330 Newbury St. 
(West end of Newbury St.) 


Cambridge 

47 Brattle St 

(Across from Brattle Theatre) 
Phone: (617) 661-2770 


Providence 

159 Weybosset St 

(S. of Dorrance St.) 
Phone: (401) 861-0007 


ing Soon 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find all store 
locations, visit our web site: 
www.americanapparei.net 
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